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STATE OF NEW YORK

10716

| N ASSEMBLY

March 27, 2026

Introduced by M of A ALVAREZ -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Corporations, Authorities and Comm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to tol
violations; and in relation to establishing the New York and New
Jersey toll and fees reduction task force

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "End the Toll Trap: Real Relief for Drivers Act”.

8§ 2. Legislative intent. The |l egislature hereby finds cashless tolling
is essential for transportation operations, but the fees assessed by
public authorities for toll violations disproportionately burdens notor-
ists who incur violations wthout knowing or through circunstances

beyond their control; including but not limted to E-ZPass nmalfunction
and billing errors. The legislature further finds admnistrative costs
incurred by public authorities for the collection of toll paynents

should be shifted solely to repeat toll evaders. It is therefore the
purpose of this act to require such fees to be based on the collecting
authority's actual cost of both processing and collecting fees from
repeat of fenders, provide increased transparency, and to coordinate with
the state of New Jersey to identify efficiencies to reduce fees at
bi -state crossings.

§ 3. Subdivision 12 of section 2985 of the public authorities |aw, as
added by chapter 379 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

12. (a) "Electronic toll collection system shall nean a system of
collecting tolls or charges which is capable of charging an account
hol der the appropriate toll or charge by transmssion of information

from an electronic device on a notor vehicle to the toll |ane, which
information is used to charge the account the appropriate toll or
charge. In adopting procedures for the preparation and mailing of a
notice of liability, the public authority having jurisdiction over the
toll facility shall adopt guidelines to ensure adequate and tinely
notice to all electronic toll «collection system account holders to

inform them when their accounts are delingquent. An owner who is an

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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account hol der under the electronic toll collection systemshall not be
found liable for a violation of this section unless such authority has
first sent a notice of delinquency to such account holder and the
account holder was in fact delinquent at the tinme of the violation.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, rule or regulation, no
fee, charge, or assessnent inposed by a public authority in connection
with a notice of violation issued pursuant to this article, other than
the underlying toll due, shall be assessed unless the owner has conmmt-
ted three or nore toll violations within a ninety day period.

8§ 4. Subdivision 5 of section 2985-a of the public authorities |aw, as
added by section 2 of subpart B of part WWVof chapter 56 of the |aws of
2024, is anmended to read as foll ows:

5. (a) Any fee or admnistrative violation fee that is assessed on a
notice of violation pursuant to subdivision four of this section shal
be dismissed if the notice of violation was not sent within ninety days

of the second toll bill, provided that any toll or tolls incurred remin
due and payabl e and provided further that such dism ssal shall not apply
in the event that exceptional circunstances, including but not I|imted

to technol ogical failures, have delayed the tinely mailing of the notice
of wviolation and the public authority has posted notice of such circum
stances promnently on its website within a reasonable tine of becom ng
aware of such circunstances, which shall be adequate record of such
ci rcunst ances.

(b) Notw thstanding any other provision of law, rule or regulation
no fee, charge, or assessnent inposed by a public authority in
connection with a notice of violation issued pursuant to this article,
other than the underlying toll due, shall be assessed unless the owner
has coommitted three or nore toll violations within a ninety-day period.
Any fee, charge or assessnent authorized by this paragraph shall be
established by the public authority, and shall be based upon the actua

cost of processing and collecting all toll violations in the prior
cal endar year divided by the nunber of nptorists who commtted three or
nore toll violations wthin a ninety day period in the prior cal endar
year.

8 5. Section 2800 of the public authorities law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. Authorities which collect tolls. (a) Every public authority which
collect tolls fromnotorists shall submt an annual report to the | edgis-
lature. Such report shall include, but not be linmted to:

(i) the nunber of violations of the toll collection nonitoring system
regulations that occurred in the past year;

(ii) the frequency of toll violations per individual:

(iii) total revenue collected in the past yvear fromrepeat violators
pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision twelve of section twenty-nine
hundred eighty-five of this article;

(iv) a vyear-to-year conparison of the nunber of toll violations and
frequency of toll violations per individual for the past five years; and
(v) an explanation of the administrative costs of processing a tol

and a toll violation.

(b) The first report shall be due one year after the effective date of
this subdivision

8 6. New York and New Jersey toll and fees reduction task force.

1. There is established a task force to be known as the "New York and
New Jersey Toll and Fees Reduction Task Force" to examne and evaluate
the efficacy of current paynment processing procedures and systens, and
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to provide recommendations to increase efficacy and reduce tolls and
adm ni strative fees.

2. (a) The task force shall be conprised of 12 nenbers, six of whom
shal |l be appointed by the state of New York and six of whom shall be
appointed by the state of New Jersey. O the nenbers appointed by the
state of New York:

(i) Two shall be appointed by the governor;

(ii) One shall be appointed by the tenmporary president of the senate;

(iii) One shall be appointed by the senate mnority |eader;

(iv) One shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

(v) One shall be appointed by the assenbly minority | eader.

(b) Individuals appointed to the task force shall possess expertise in
one or nore of the following fields: transportation, tolling operation
and enforcenment, traffic engineering, procurenent processes, information
t echnol ogy systens, public finance, and data anal ysis.

(c) The task force shall be co-chaired by one nember appointed by each
state, elected by the nenbers appointed by each respective state.

(d) The task force shall neet no nore than six nmonths after the
appoi ntment of all nenbers pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, at which neeting the co-chairs shall be elected, and shall neet
once each nonth thereafter. Three nenbers appointed by each state shal
be sufficient to establish a quorum A sinple majority of those menbers
voting on a question shall be sufficient for the conducting of business,
except that the final report required by subdivision five of this
section shall be approved for release by no fewer than seven votes in
the affirmative.

(e) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the task force by the
state of their appointnent.

3. The task force shall:

(a) identify inefficiencies in the tolling process and nethods for
reduction in costs;

(b) consider and provide recommendations for an ammesty programto be
i npl emented in New York or New Jersey;

(c) identify the inpact of congestion pricing on notorists; and

(d) research and recommend nethods for shifting the cost burden of
toll violations away from occasional or inadvertent violators and onto
intentional, repeat violators.

4. (a) The task force nay establish advisory committees as it deens
appropriate on natters relating to the task force's functions, powers,
and duties. Such comrttees shall be chaired by a task force nenber, but
may be conposed of task force nenbers as well as other individuals
sel ected by the task force to provide expertise of interest specific to
the charge of such commttees.

(b) The task force nmay request that studies, surveys, or anal yses
relating to the task force's powers and duties be perfornmed by any state
departnent, conmm ssion, agency, or public authority, or by any depart-
ment, commission, agency, or public authority within the state of New
Jersey, to the extent permtted by New Jersey state law. Al state
departnents, conm ssions, agencies, or public authorities shall provide
information and advice in a tinely manner and otherw se assist the task
force with its work; provided, however, any information obtained pursu-
ant to this paragraph shall be kept confidential and shall only be used
by nenbers of the task force in the course of their tasks and duties as
a task force nmenber.
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5. The task force shall, no later than two years after the date of its
first meeting, provide a final report to the governor, the |egislature,
and the governor and legislature of the state of New Jersey, of its
findi ngs, conclusions, and reconmendations, including but not linmted to
any legislative proposals deened necessary by the task force to inple-
nment the reconmendati ons.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however,
sections four and six of this act shall take effect upon the enactnent
into law by the state of New Jersey of legislation having an identical
effect wth this act, but if the state of New Jersey shall have already
enacted such legislation, this act shall take effect immediately;
provided that the state of New Jersey shall notify the legislative bil
drafting comm ssion upon the occurrence of the enactnent of the |egis-
| ation provided for in section one of this act in order that the conm s-
sion may maintain an accurate and tinely effective data base of the
official text of the laws of the state of New York in furtherance of
effectuating the provisions of section 44 of the legislative | aw and
section 70-b of the public officers law. Any rights or renedies granted
to an individual pursuant to this act prior to the expiration and repeal
of this act shall not be affected by such expiration.



