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STATE OF NEW YORK

10615

| N ASSEMBLY

March 13, 2026

Introduced by M of A TAGUE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Ways and Means

AN ACT to anend the financial services law, in relation to establishing
the office of justice court fee recovery; and to anend the state
finance law, in relation to establishing the justice court fee
rei mbursenment fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. It shall be the public policy of this
state to aggressively pursue the collection of fees in crimnal actions
or proceedi ngs due and payable to town and village courts through al
reasonabl e neans. Many town and village courts do not have the resources
to pursue debt collection. The office of justice court fee recovery
established within the departnent of financial services shall serve as a
fee-collecting entity for any town or village courts of the state that
elect to participate in the program established pursuant to this act.

8 2. The financial services |law is anended by adding a new article 11
to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 11
JUSTI CE COURT FEE RECOVERY
Section 1101. Definitions.
1102. O fice of justice court fee recovery.
1103. Assunption of delinquent fees.

§ 1101. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Justice court"” neans any town or village court.

2. "Ofice" shall nean the office of justice court fee recovery.

8§ 1102. Ofice of justice court fee recovery. The superintendent, in
cooperation with the chief administrator of the courts, shall establish
an office within the departnent called the office of justice court fee

recovery, which shall be charged wth collecting fees in crimnal
actions and other proceedings on behalf of justice courts. The office
shal | i npl enent a program where delinquent fees in crininal actions and

ot her proceedings certified pursuant to section eleven hundred three of
this article shall be collected by the state, and all portions of such

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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fees that are not property to the state shall be reinbursed to the town
or village fromthe justice court fee reinbursenent account established

pursuant to section ninety-nine-uu of the state finance law on a nonthly
basis. Atown or village nay opt to participate in the program but shal
not be required to participate.

8 1103. Assunption of delinquent fees. 1. Atown or village that
elects to participate in the program established pursuant to this
section may certify to the office that a fee inposed in a crimna
action or proceeding remains unpaid for a period of not |ess than ninety
days, or such other period as the superintendent nmay establish by regu-
lation.

2. Upon certification, the office shall assune responsibility for the
collection of such fee. Any fee so assuned shall thereafter be deened a
debt owed to the state, and the state shall be authorized to pursue
collection through all |awful neans.

3. Upon assunption of collection responsibility, the state shall reim
burse the participating town or village for the local share of the
unpaid fee fromthe justice court fee reinbursenent account established
pursuant to section ninety-nine-uu of the state finance law, in an
anount and nmanner determ ned by the superintendent.

4. The superintendent shall pronulgate rules and regul ations necessary
to inplenent and carry out the provisions of this section.

§ 3. The state finance |aw is anmended by adding a new section 99-uu to
read as foll ows:

8 99-uu. Justice court fee reinbursenent fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the superintendent of financial
services and the conptroller a special fund to be known as the "justice
court fee reinbursenent fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all npneys collected by the state from
delinqguent fees inposed by town and village courts that are assuned by
the state pursuant to section eleven hundred three of the financial
services law, any additional noneys appropriated, credited or trans-
ferred to such fund by the legislature, and any interest earned by the
invest ment of noneys in such fund. Any interest earned by the investnent
of noneys in such fund shall be added to and becone part of such fund.

3. Mneys of the fund shall be available, subject to appropriation
for the reinbursenent of participating towns and villages for the |oca
share of delinquent justice court fees assuned by the state pursuant to
section eleven hundred three of the financial services |law Reinburse-
nent from the fund shall not <create an entitlenent to any town or
vill age.

4. On or before the first day of February of each calendar vyear, the
superintendent of financial services shall provide a witten report to
the tenporary president of the senate, the mnmnority |eader of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority |eader of the assem
bly, the chair of the senate finance committee, the ranker of the senate
finance commttee, the chair of the assenbly ways and neans commttee,
the ranker of the assenbly ways and neans commttee, the state conp-
troller, and the public. Such report shall include how the noneys of the
fund were utilized during the preceding calendar vyear, and shal
include:

(a) the total amount of noneys deposited into the fund;

(b) the total ampunt of reinbursenents nade to towns and vill ages;

(c) the nunmber of participating justice courts; and

(d) a sunmmary financial plan for the fund, including estinmates of

recei pts and di sbursenments for the current and succeeding fiscal years.
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5. On or before the first day of February of each calendar vyear, the
conptroller shall certify to the governor, the tenporary president of
the senate, the nminority |Ieader of the senate, the speaker of the assem
bly, the minority |leader of the assenbly, the chair of the senate
finance commttee, the ranker of the senate finance commttee, the chair
of the assenbly ways and neans commttee, and the ranker of the assenbly
ways and neans comm ttee, the ampunt of npney deposited into the justice
court fee reinbursenent account during the preceding cal endar year.

6. Mneys shall be paid out of the fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the superintendent
of financial services. Any interest received by the conptroller on
noneys on deposit in the justice court fee reinbursenent account shal
be retained in and becone part of such fund.

8 4. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw. Effective immediately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of
any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted on or before
such effective date.




