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STATE OF NEW YORK

10304

| N ASSEMBLY

February 20, 2026

Introduced by M of A VALDEZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Labor

AN ACT to anend the Ilabor law, in relation to the calculation of a
clai mant's weekly unenpl oynent insurance benefit

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 5 of section 590 of the | abor
| aw, as anmended by section 3 of part KK of chapter 56 of the laws of
2025, is amended to read as foll ows:

(a) A claimant's average weekly [benefit—arpunt] wage shall be one
[ btwenty—sixth] thirteenth of the remuneration paid during the highest
cal endar quarter of the base period by enployers, liable for contrib-
utions or paynents in lieu of contributions under this article, provided
the cl ai mant has renuneration paid in all four calendar quarters during

such clalnant S base period or alternate base period. [However—for—any

payHR R — e —se e R e d e — o s la] A clalnant s
average weekly [benetit] wage shall be one [twenty—sixth] thirteenth of
the average renuneration paid in the two highest quarters paid during
the base period or alternate base period by enployers liable for
contributions or paynents in lieu of contributions under this article
when the clalnant has renuneratlon pald in tmo or three cal endar quar -

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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owared——o—he—neyd—mlnlo—oi—one—dellar] . If a claimant's average
weekly wage as calcul ated pursuant to this paragraph is between zero and
fifty percent of the state average weekly wage, such claimant's weekly
benefit shall be equal to eighty-five percent of such clainmant's average
weekly wage. If a claimant's average weekly wage as calculated pursuant
to this paragraph is between fifty-one and one hundred percent of the
state average weekly wage, such claimant's weekly benefit shall be equal
to seventy percent of such claimant's average weekly wage. If a claim
ant's average weekly wage as calculated pursuant to this paragraph is
greater than one hundred percent of the state average weekly wage, such
claimant's weekly benefit shall be equal to fifty percent of such claim
ant's average weekly wage. On the first Monday of Septenber, nineteen
hundred ni nety-ei ght the weekly benefit anpbunt shall not exceed three
hundred sixty-five dollars nor be less than forty dollars, until the
first Monday of Septenber, two thousand, at which tinme the maxi mum bene-
fit payable pursuant to this subdivision shall equal one-half of the
state average weekly wage for covered enpl oynent as cal cul ated by the
departnent no sooner than July first, two thousand and no later than
August first, two thousand, rounded down to the |lowest dollar. On and
after the first Monday of Cctober, two thousand fourteen, the weekly
benefit shall not be less than one hundred dollars, nor shall it exceed
four hundred twenty dollars until the first Monday of Cctober, two thou-
sand fifteen when the maxi mum benefit anmount shall be four hundred twen-
ty-five dollars, until the first Mdnday of COctober, two thousand sixteen
when the maxi num benefit anmount shall be four hundred thirty dollars,
until the first Monday of COctober, two thousand seventeen when the nmaxi-
mum benefit amount shall be four hundred thirty-five dollars, until the
first Monday of Cctober, two thousand ei ghteen when the maxi mum benefit
anount shall be four hundred fifty dollars, until the first Monday of
Cctober, two thousand ni net een when the maxi num benefit anpunt shall be
thirty-six percent of the average weekly wage until the first Monday of
Cct ober, two thousand twenty-five when the nmaxi mum benefit anmpunt shal
be eight hundred sixty-nine dollars, until the first Mnday of Cctober
two thousand twenty-six and each year thereafter on the first Mnday of
Cct ober when the nmaxi num benefit anmount shall be fifty percent of the
aver age weekly wage provi ded, however, that in no event shall the naxi-
mum benefit anount be reduced fromthe previous year.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




