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| N ASSEMBLY

February 2, 2026

Introduced by M of A STIRPE -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anmend the canal law, in relation to establishing a stakehol der
group to coordinate water release in the Cswego river basin

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The canal law is anended by adding a new section 130-a to
read as foll ows:

8 130-a. Oswego river basin water release coordination. 1. The corpo-
ration, in consultation with the departnent of environnental conserva-
tion, shall, within six nonths of the effective date of this section,
forma stakeholder group to evaluate approaches to coordinating water
releases in the Oswego river basin. Such stakeholder group shall include
all entities wth the ability or responsibility to control flood water
di scharges either directly to or from major water bodies wthin the
Oswego river basin and their tributaries, community stakehol der groups,
the departnment of environnental conservation, and subject matter
experts.

2. The stakeholder group shall review all available information
regarding utilizing flood storage above |lake rule curves, and watershed
releases during high flow events, in the OGswego river basin, including
any relevant nodeling. Wthin six nonths of the fornation of the stake-
hol der group, the stakeholder group shall make recomendations to the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly on a requlatory structure to coordinate conmruni cation and wat er
rel eases during high flow events. In nmaking such reconmmendations, the
stakeholder group shall consider a variety of alternatives, including
but not limted to:

(a) recommending a continuation, expansion, or reconstitution of the
st akehol der group for such purpose;

(b) recomending a legislative nmandate for coordination of water
rel eases; or

(c) recommending the legislature initiate an i ndependent water regu-
lating district with the authority to direct water rel eases pursuant to
title twenty-one of article fifteen of the environnental conservation
| aw.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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