STATE OF NEW YORK

10008--B

| N ASSEMBLY

January 21, 2026

A BUDGET BILL, submitted by the Governor pursuant to article seven of

the Constitution -- read once and referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means -- conmmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and recomritted to said conmittee -- again reported from said

committee with anmendnments, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmit-
ted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend part Ul of chapter 62 of the | aws of 2003, anmending the
vehicle and traffic |aw and other laws relating to increasing certain
notor vehicle transaction fees, in relation to the effectiveness ther-
eof; and to anend part B of chapter 84 of the laws of 2002, amending
the state finance lawrelating to the costs of the departnent of notor
vehicles, in relation to the effectiveness thereof (Part A); to amend
chapter 751 of the laws of 2005, anending the insurance law and the
vehicl e and traffic law relating to establishing the accident
prevention course internet technology pilot program in relation to
the effectiveness thereof (Part B); intentionally omtted (Part Q)
intentionally onmtted (Part D); to anend the vehicle and traffic |aw,
in relation to allow ng for-hire autononmous vehicles outside of New
York City; to anend part FF of chapter 55 of the laws of 2017, relat-
ing to notor vehicles equipped with autononous vehicle technol ogy, in
relation to the effectiveness thereof (Part E); intentionally omtted
(Part F); intentionally onmtted (Part G; to amend part PP of chapter
54 of the laws of 2016, anending the public authorities law and the
general municipal lawrelating to the New York transit authority and
the nmetropolitan transportation authority, in relation to extending
provi si ons of law relating to certain tax increnment financing
provisions (Part H); intentionally omtted (Part 1); to amend the
agriculture and nmarkets law, in relation to dairy pronotion and
mar keting of agricultural products in New York state; and to repea
sections 16-x, 16-y and 16-z of section 1 of chapter 174 of the | aws
of 1968, constituting the New York state urban devel opnent corporation

act, inrelation thereto (Part J); to amend the tax law, in relation
to extending the refundability of the investnent tax credit for farm
ers (Part K); intentionally omtted (Part L); intentionally omtted

(Part M; intentionally omtted (Part N); intentionally onmtted (Part
O; intentionally omitted (Part P); intentionally omtted (Part Q;
intentionally onmitted (Part R); intentionally onmtted (Part S); to

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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anend chapter 584 of the laws of 2011, anending the public authorities
law relating to the powers and duties of the dormtory authority of
the state of New York relative to the establishnment of subsidiaries
for <certain purposes, in relation to the effectiveness thereof (Part
T); intentionally omtted (Part U; to anend the New York state urban
devel opnment corporation act, in relation to extending the authority of
the New York state wurban devel opnent corporation to adm nister the
enpire state econoni c devel opnent fund (Part V); to anend chapter 393
of the laws of 1994, anending the New York state urban devel opnent
corporation act, relating to the powers of the New York state urban
devel opment corporation to make loans, in relation to extending |oan
powers (Part W; intentionally omtted (Part X); intentionally omtted
(Part Y); intentionally omtted (Part Z); to anend the general busi-
ness law, in relation to requiring the registration of data brokers,
establ i shing a data del eti on nechanismfor consuners, and providing
related regulatory provisions (Part AA); intentionally omtted (Part
BB); intentionally omtted (Part CC); intentionally omtted (Part DD)

intentionally omtted (Part EE); intentionally omtted (Part FF);
intentionally onmtted (Part G3; to anend the insurance law, in
relation to the annual consuner guide of health insurers (Subpart A)

to anend the insurance law and the public health law, in relation to
ongoi ng treatnent by an out-of-network provider during pregnancy
(Subpart B); to amend the insurance law, in relation to accessible
formulary drug lists (Subpart C; and to anmend the insurance |aw and
the public health law, in relation to utilization reviews for treat-
ment for a chronic health condition (Subpart D) (Part HH); inten-
tionally omtted (Part |I1); intentionally omtted (Part JJ); inten-
tionally omtted (Part KK); to amend chapter 495 of the laws of 2004,
anending the insurance law and the public health law relating to the
New York state health insurance continuation assistance denonstration
project, in relation to the effectiveness thereof (Part LL); inten-
tionally omtted (Part MM; intentionally omtted (Part NN); to anend
the public service law, in relation to utility intervenor reinburse-
ment (Part OO ; to amend part T of chapter 57 of the laws of 2017
anending the environnental conservation |aw, the public health | aw,

the public authorities law, the state finance law and the soil and
wat er conservation districts lawrelating to the inplenentation of the
"clean water infrastructure act of 2017", in relation to providing

state financial assistance paynents to rural nunicipalities in support
of water quality infrastructure projects (Part PP); to anmend the
public service law and the public authorities law, in relation to
est abli shing the excelsior power program (Part QQ; to anend the
public service law, in relation to establishing the state office of
the utility consuner advocate; and to repeal subdivision 4 of section
94-a of the executive law, in relation to the utility intervention
unit (Part RR); inrelation to establishing a fare-free bus pilot
program within the city of New York (Part SS); establishing the blue
ri bbon conmi ssion on residential affordability through energy savings;
and providing for the repeal of certain provisions upon expiration
thereof (Subpart A); and relating to profits resulting fromthe
participation of electric generating facilities in the federally
desi gnat ed bul k system operator's short-term electric comodity
mar kets (Subpart B)(Part TT); and to amend the insurance law, in
relation to including outpatient care provided by creative arts thera-
pists in certain insurance policies (Part UU)
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A. 10008--B 3

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act enacts into | aw najor conponents of |egislation
necessary to inplenent the state transportation, economc devel opnent
and environnmental conservation budget for the 2026-2027 state fi scal
year. [Each conponent is wholly contained within a Part identified as
Parts A through UU. The effective date for each particular provision
contained within such Part is set forth in the last section of such
Part. Any provision in any section contained within a Part, including
the effective date of the Part, which nmakes a reference to a section "of
this act", when used in connection with that particular conponent, shal
be deened to nean and refer to the correspondi ng section of the Part in
which it is found. Section three of this act sets forth the genera
effective date of this act.

PART A

Section 1. Section 13 of part Ul of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003,
anendi ng the vehicle and traffic law and other laws relating to increas-
ing certain nmotor vehicle transaction fees, as anmended by section 1 of
part G of chapter 58 of the | aws of 2024, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 13. This act shall take effect imediately; provided however that
sections one through seven of this act, the amendnents to subdivision 2
of section 205 of the tax | aw made by section eight of this act, and
section nine of this act shall expire and be deened repealed on April 1,
[2626] 2028; provided further, however, that the provisions of section
el even of this act shall take effect April 1, 2004 and shall expire and
be deened repealed on April 1, [2028] 2028.

8§ 2. Section 2 of part B of chapter 84 of the laws of 2002, anendi ng
the state finance law relating to the costs of the departnment of notor
vehi cl es, as anmended by section 2 of part G of chapter 58 of the | aws of
2024, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2002; provided, however, if
this act shall become a |aw after such date it shall take effect inmme-
diately and shall be deened to have been in full force and effect on and
after April 1, 2002; provided further, however, that this act shal
expire and be deened repealed on April 1, [2028] 2028.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immedi ately.

PART B

Section 1. Section 5 of chapter 751 of the |aws of 2005, amending the
insurance law and the vehicle and traffic law relating to establishing
the acci dent prevention course internet technology pilot program as
anended by section 1 of part F of chapter 58 of the |laws of 2024, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw and shall expire and be deemed repeal ed Apri
1, [2626] 2028; provided that any rules and regulations necessary to
inplement the provisions of this act on its effective date are author-
i zed and directed to be conpleted on or before such date.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART C
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A. 10008--B 4
Intentionally Qritted
PART D
Intentionally Oritted
PART E

Section 1. Section 3 of part FF of chapter 55 of the |laws of 2017,
relating to notor vehicles equipped with autononous vehicle technol ogy,
as anended by section 1 of part J of chapter 58 of the laws of 2024, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8 3. This act shall take effect April 1, 2017; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall expire and be deened repealed April 1,
[ 2026] 2028.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART F
Intentionally Oritted
PART G
Intentionally Omtted
PART H

Section 1. Section 3 of part PP of chapter 54 of the | aws of 2016
anendi ng the public authorities | aw and the general nunicipal |aw relat-
ing to the New York transit authority and the netropolitan transporta-
tion authority, as amended by section 1 of part | of chapter 58 of the
| aws of 2025, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that the anend-
ments to subdivision 1 of section 119-r of the general rmunicipal |aw
made by section two of this act shall expire and be deenmed repealed
April 1, [2828] 2027, and provided further that such repeal shall not
affect the validity or duration of any contract entered into before that
date pursuant to paragraph f of such subdivision

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART |
Intentionally Oritted
PART J

Section 1. Article 21-AA of the agriculture and markets | aw i s anmended
by adding a new section 258-aa to read as foll ows:

8 258-aa. Dairy pronotion act. 1. Declaration of policy. It is hereby
declared that the dairy industry is a paranmount agricultural industry of
this state, and is an industry affecting the health and welfare of the
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inhabitants of the state; that the continued existence of the dairy
industry and the continued production of nmlk on the farns of this state
is of vast economic inportance to the state and to the health and
welfare of the inhabitants thereof; that it is essential, in order to
assure such continued production of mlk and its handling and distrib-
ution, that prices to producers be such as to return reasonable costs of
production, and at the sanme tine assure an adequate supply of mlk and

dairy products to consuners at reasonable prices; and to these ends it

is essential that consuners and others be adequately infornmed as to the
dietary needs and advantages of mlk and dairy products and as to the

econonies resulting from the use of mlk and dairy products, and to
command for nmlk and dairy products, consuner attention and denand
consistent with their inportance and value. It is further declared that
continued decline in the consunption of fluid mlk and sone other dairy
products will jeopardize the production of adequate supplies of mlk and

dairy products because of increasing surpluses necessarily returning

|l ess to producers; and that continued adequate supplies of mlk and
dairy products is a matter of vital concern as affecting the health and

general welfare of the people of this state. It is therefore declared to
be the legislative intent and policy of the state:

(a) To enable nmlk producers and others in the dairy industry, wth
the aid of the state, to nore effectively pronpte the consunption of
mlk and dairy products;

(b) To provide nethods and neans for the developnent of new and
inproved dairy products, and to pronote their use; and

(c) To this end, elimnate the possible inpairnent of the purchasing
power of the mlk producers of this state and to assure an adequate
supply of mlk for consuners at reasonable prices.

2. Definitions. As used in this section the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Dairy products" neans nilk and products derived therefrom and
products of which mlk or a portion thereof is a significant part.

(b) "Producer" neans any person in this state who is engaged in the
production of mlk or who causes nmilk to be produced for any market in
this or any other state.

(c) "Advisory board" neans the persons appointed by the conmmissioner
from nominations fromproducers as herein defined to assist the conm s-
sioner in adnnistering a dairy pronotion order.

(d) "M Ik dealer" neans any person who purchases or handles or
receives or sells mlk, including individuals, partnerships, corpo-
rations, cooperative associations, and unincorporated cooperative asso-
ciations.

(e) "Dairy pronption order" neans an order issued by the conm ssioner
pursuant to the provisions of this section.

(f) "Cooperative" neans an association or federation or cooperative of
mlk producers organized under the laws of New York state, or any other
state, having agreenents with their producer nmenbers to narket, bargain
for or sell the mlk of such producers, and is actually perform ng one
or nore of these services in the marketing of the mlk produced by their
nenbers, through the cooperative or through a federation of mlk cooper-
atives in which the cooperative has nenbership.

3. Powers and duties of the comrissioner. (a) The conmnm ssioner shal
adnmi ni ster and enforce the provisions of this section and shall have and
nay exercise any or all the admnistrative powers conferred upon the
head of a departnent. In order to effectuate the declared policy of this
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section the comr ssioner may, after due notice and hearing, nake and
issue a dairy pronotion order, or orders.

(b) Such order or orders shall be issued and anended or terminated in
accordance with the foll ow ng procedures:

(i) Before any such order may becone effective it shall be approved by
fifty-one per centumof the producers of mlk voting in the referendum
for the area to be regulated by such order. Such referendum shall not
constitute valid approval unless fifty-one per centum of all mlk
producers for the area to be regulated vote in the referendum

(ii) Producers may vote by individual ballot or through their cooper-
atives in accordance with the foll owi ng procedures:

(1) Cooperatives nmay subnit witten approval of such order within a
period of one hundred twenty days after the conmm ssioner has announced a
referendum on a proposed order, for such producers who are |isted and
certified to the conm ssioner as nenbers of such cooperative, provided,
however, that any cooperative before submtting such witten approval
shall give at least sixty days prior witten notice to each producer who
is its nenber, of the intention of the cooperative to approve such
proposed order, and further provide that if such cooperative does not
intend to approve such proposed order, it shall likewise give witten
notice of at |least sixty days to each such producer who is its nenber,
of its intention not to approve of such proposed order.

(2) Any producer nmy obtain a ballot from the conmissioner so that
they may register their own approval or disapproval of the proposed
order.

(3) A producer who is a nenber of a cooperative which has notified
such producer of its intent to approve or not to approve of a proposed
order, and who obtains a ballot and wth such ballot expresses the
producer's approval or disapproval of the proposed order, shall notify
the conm ssioner as to the nane of the cooperative of which the producer
is a nenber. and the commi ssioner shall renobve such producer's nane from
the list certified by such cooperative.

(4) In order to ensure that all mlk producers are inforned regarding
a_ proposed order, the conmmi ssioner shall notify all mlk producers that
an order is being considered, and that each producer may register the
producer's approval or disapproval with the comm ssioner either directly
or through the producer's cooperative.

(5) The conmissioner nmy appoint a referendum advisory committee to
assi st and advise the conmi ssioner in the conduct of the referendum
Such conmittee shall review referendum procedures and the tabul ation of
results and shall advise the comm ssioner of its findings. The final
certification of the referendumresults shall be nade by the comm ssion-
er. The committee shall consist of not less than three nenbers, none of
whom shall be persons directly affected by the pronption order being
voted upon. Two nenbers shall be representatives of general farm organ-
izations which are not directly affected by the order being voted upon
The nenbers of the commttee shall not receive a salary but shall be
entitled to actual and reasonabl e expenses incurred in the perfornmance
of their duties.

(6) The commissioner may, and upon witten petition of not [ess than
ten per centumof the producers in the area, either as individuals or
through cooperative representation shall, call a hearing to anend or
term nate such order, and any such anendnent or termination shall be
effective only upon approval of fifty-one per centumof the producers of
mlk for the area regulated participating in a referendumvote as

provi ded pursuant to this paragraph.
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(c) The conmi ssioner shall administer and enforce any such dairy
pronotion order while it is in effect, for the purpose of:

(i) Encouraging the consunption of nmilk and dairy products by
acquainting consuners and others with the advantages and econony of
using nmore of such products.

(ii) Protecting the health and welfare of consuners by assuring an
adequate supply of mlk and dairy products.

(iii) Providing for research prograns designed to develop new and
inproved dairy products.

(iv) Providing for research prograns designed to acquaint consuners
and the public generally with the effects of the use of milk and dairy
products on the health of such consuners.

(d) Carrying out, in other ways, the declared policy and intent of
this section.

4. Provisions of dairy pronotion orders. Any dairy pronption order or
orders may contain., anong others, any or all of the foll ow ng:

a Provision for |levying an assessnent against all producers subject
to the requlation for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of such
order and to pay the cost of adninistering and enforcing such order. In

order to collect any such assessnents. provision shall be nade for each
mlk dealer who receives milk fromproducers to deduct the anount of
assessnent from noneys otherw se due to producers for the mlk so deliv-
ered. The rate of such assessnent shall not exceed two per cent per
hundr edwei ght of the gross value of the producer's nmlk, and there may
be credited against any such assessnent the anounts per hundredwei ght
otherwise paid by any producer covered by the order by voluntary
contribution or otherwise pursuant to any other federal or state milk
nar ket order for any simlar research pronption or program Not wi t h-
standing the provisions of paragraph (b) of subdivision three of this
section, the conm ssioner, upon witten petition of no less than twen-
ty-five per cent of producers in the area, either as individuals or
through cooperative representation, may call a hearing for the sole
purpose of establishing a new rate of assessnment hereunder and nay
submit a proposed change in the rate of assessnent to the producers for
acceptance or rejection wthout otherwise affecting the order. The
producers in the area may vote on the proposed rate either as individ-
uals or through cooperative representation. Notw thstanding the forego-
ing provisions of this paragraph and of paragraph (b) of subdivision
three of this section, or the provisions of any order pronul gated pursu-
ant to this section, the rate of assessnent, for any period during which
a dairy products pronotion and research order established pursuant to
the federal dairy and tobacco adjustnent act of 1983 is in effect, shal
not be less than an anpunt equal to the maxinumcredit which producers
participating in this state's dairy products pronotion or nutrition
education prograns nay receive pursuant to subdivision (g) of section
113 of such federal act.

(b) Provision for paynents to organizations engaged in canpai gns by
advertisenments or otherw se, including participation in simlar regiona
or national plans or canpaigns to pronote the increased consunption of
mlk and dairy products, to acquaint the public with the dietary advan-
tages of milk and dairy products and with the econony of their inclusion
in the diet and to command, for mlk and dairy products, consuner atten-
tion consistent with their inportance and val ue.

(c) Provision for paynents to institutions or organizations engaged in
research leading to the devel opnent of new or inproved dairy products or
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research with respect to the value of milk and dairy products in the
human di et .

(d) Provision for requiring records to be kept and reports to be filed
by nmlk dealers wth respect to mlk received fromproducers and with
respect to assessnents on the mlk of such producers.

(e) Provision for the auditing of the records of such mlk dealers for
the purpose of verifying paynent of producer assessnents.

(f) Provision for an advisory board as hereinafter indicated

(g) Such other provisions as mnmy be necessary to effectuate the
declared policies of this section.

5. Matters to be considered. In carrying out the provisions of this
section and particularly in determ ning whether or not a dairy pronotion
order shall be issued, the conmi ssioner shall take into consideration
anong others, facts available to themwith respect to the foll ow nag:

(a) The total production of mlk in the area and the proportion of
such mlk being utilized in fluid formand in other products;

(b) The prices being received for nmlk by producers in the area;

(c) The level of consunption per capita for fluid mlk and of other
dairy products;

(d) The purchasing power of consuners; and

(e) Oher products which conpete wth mlk and dairy products and
prices of such products.

6. Interstate orders for conpacts. The comm ssioner is authorized to
confer and cooperate with the legally constituted authorities of other
states and of the United States with respect to the issuance and opera-
tion of joint and concurrent dairy pronotion orders or other activities
tending to carry out the declared intent of this section. The conms-
sioner may join with such other authorities in conducting joint investi-
gations, holding joint hearings, and issuing joint or concurrent order
or orders conplenentary to those of the federal governnent and shal
have the authority to enploy or designate a joint agent or joint agen-
cies to carry out and enforce such joint, concurrent, or supplenentary
orders.

7. Prior assessnments. Prior to the effective date of any dairy
pronotion order as provided in this section, the connissioner may
require that cooperatives which have petitioned for such an order and
who have approved of the issuance of such an order., to deposit with the
conm ssioner such anpunts as the comm ssioner nmay deem necessary to
defray the expense of administering and enforcing such order until such
time as the assessnents as herein before provided are adequate for that

pur pose. Such funds shall be received, deposited, and disbursed by the
commi ssioner in the sane nmanner as other funds received pursuant to this

section and the conm ssioner shall reinburse those who paid these prior
assessnents fromother funds received pursuant to this section.

8. Status of funds. Any noneys collected under any market order issued
pursuant to this section shall not be deened to be state funds and shal
be deposited in a bank or other depository inthis state, approved by
the commssioner and the state conptroller, allocated to each dairy
pronotion order under which they were collected, and shall be disbursed
by the conmissioner only for the necessary expenses incurred by the
comni ssioner with respect to each separate order, all in accordance with
the rules and regulations of the commissioner. Al such expenses shal
be audited by the state conptroller at |least annually and within thirty
days after the conpletion thereof the state conptroller shall give a
copy thereof to the conmmssioner. Any noneys renmining in such fund
allocable to a particular order, after the termination of such order and




O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 10008--B 9

not required by the comn ssioner to defray the expenses of operating
such order, may in the discretion of the conm ssioner be refunded on a

pro-rata basis to all persons from whom assessnents therefor were
collected; provided, however, that if the comrissioner finds that the
anpunts so refundable are so small as to nake inpracticable the conputa-
tion and refunding of such noneys. the conm ssioner nmay use such npbneys
to defray the expenses incurred by themin the pronul gation, issuance,
adm nistration or enforcenent of any other simlar dairy pronotion order
or in the absence of any other such dairy pronption order, the comm s-
sioner may pay such noneys to any organization or institution as
provided in paragraph (b) or (c) of subdivision four of this section.

9. Budget. The conmi ssioner shall prepare a budget for the admnis-
tration and operating costs and expenses including advertising and sal es
pronbtion when required in any dairy pronotion order executed hereunder
and to provide for the collection of such necessary fees or assessnents
to defray costs and expenses, in no case to exceed two percent per
hundr edwei ght of the gross value of nmlk nmarketed by producers in the
area covered by the order

10. Advisory board. (a) Any dairy pronotion order issued pursuant to
this section shall provide for the establishnent of an advisory board to
advi se and assist the conmmissioner in the admnistration of such order.
This board shall consist of not |less than five nenbers and shall be
appoi nted by the conm ssioner fromnomnations submtted by producers
marketing mlk in the area to which the order applies. Nom nating proce-
dure, qualification, representation, and size of the advisory board
shall be prescribed in the order for which such board was appoi nt ed.

(b) No nmenber of an advisory board shall receive a salary but shall be
entitled to rei nbursenent of the nenber's actual and reasonabl e expenses
incurred while perforning such nenber's duties as authorized herein.

(c) The duties and responsibilities of the advisory board shall be
prescribed by the comissioner, and the conm ssioner may specifically
del egate to the advisory board, by inclusion in the dairy pronotion
order, all or any of the following duties and responsibilities:

(i) The recommendation to the comm ssioner of adninistrative rules and
reqgulations relating to the order.

(ii) Recommending to the conm ssioner such anendnents to the order as
seens advi sabl e.

(iii) The preparation and subm ssion to the conm ssioner of an esti-
mat ed budget required for the proper operation of the order.

iV Recommending to the conmi ssioner nethods for assessin roducers
and net hods for collecting the necessary funds.

(v) Assisting the commissioner in the collection and assenbly of
information and data necessary for the proper admnistration of the
order.

(vi) The performance of such other duties in connection with the order
as the conm ssioner shall designate.

11. Rules and requlations enforcenent. (a) The comm ssioner may, wth
the advice and assistance of the advisory board, neke and issue such
rules and regulations as may be necessary to effectuate the provisions
and intent of this section and to enforce the provisions of any dairy
pronotion order, all of which shall have the force and effect of |aw

(b) The commi ssioner nmay institute such action at law or in equity as
nmay appear necessary to enforce conpliance with any provision of this
section, or any rule or regulation, or dairy pronption order committed
to the commissioner's admnistration, and in addition to any other rene-
dy under article three of this chapter or otherwise, nay apply for
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relief by infunction if necessary to protect the public interest wthout
being conpelled to allege or prove that an adequate renedy at |law does
not exist. Such application shall be nade to the suprene court in any
district or county provided in the civil practice law or rules, or to
the suprenme court in the third judicial district.

§ 2. The agriculture and narkets law is anended by adding a new arti-
cle 25 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 25
MARKETI NG OF AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCTS
Section 291. leqgislative declaration.
292. Definitions.
293. Powers and duties of the conm ssioner.
294. Rules and regul ations; enforcenent.

8 291. legislative declaration. It is hereby declared that the market-
ing of agricultural combdities and aquatic products in this state, in
excess of reasonable and normal market denands therefor; disorderly
marketing of such conmodities; inproper preparation for market and |ack
of uniformgrading and classification of agricultural combdities and
aquatic products; unfair nethods of conpetition in the marketing of such
commpbdities and the inability of individual producers to devel op new and
larger markets for agricultural commpdities and aquatic products, result
in an unreasonable and unnecessary econom c waste of the agricultural
wealth of this state. Such conditions and the acconpanying waste jeop-
ardi ze the future continued production of adequate food supplies for the
people of this and other states. These conditions vitally concern the
health, safety, and general welfare of the people of this state. It is
therefore declared the legislative purpose and the policy of this state:

1. To enable agricultural producers and aquatic producers of this
state, with the aid of the state, npre effectively to correlate the
marketing of their agricultural commpdities and aquatic products with
mar ket denmands t herefor.

2. To establish orderly, efficient, and equitable marketing of agri-
cultural commbdities and aquatic products.

3. To provide for uniformgrading and proper preparation of agricul-
tural commpdities and aquatic products for narket.

4. To provide nethods and neans for the devel opnent of new and |arger
nmarkets for agricultural compdities and aquatic products produced in
New Yor k.

5. To elimnate or reduce the econonmc waste in the marketing of agri -
cultural commbdities and aquatic products.

6. To elimnate unjust inpairnent of the purchasing power of aquatic
producers and the agricultural producers of this state.

7. To aid agricultural and aquatic producers in maintaining an incone
at _an adequate and equitable |evel.

8 292. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Agricultural commbdity" nmeans any and all agricultural, horticul-
tural, vineyard products, corn for grain, oats, soybeans, barley, wheat,
poultry or poultry products, bees, naple sap and pure maple products
produced therefrom Christnas trees, livestock, including sw nhe, and
honey, sold in the state either in their natural state or as processed
by the producer thereof but does not include milk, tinber or tinber
products, other than Christnmas trees, all hay., rye and |legunes except
for soybeans.

2. "Aguaculture" neans the culture, cultivation and harvest of aquatic

pl ants and ani mal s.
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3. "Aquatic products" neans any food or fiber products obtained
through the practice of aquaculture, including nmariculture; or by
harvest from the sea when such products are cultured or |anded in New
York state. Such products include but are not linmted to fish, shellf-
ish, seaweed, or other water-based plant life.

4. "Producer" neans any person engaged within this state in the busi-
ness of producing, or causing to be produced for any market, any agri-
cultural commodity or aquatic product.

5. "Handler" neans any person engaged in the operation of packing,
grading, selling, offering for sale, or marketing any narketable agri-
cultural conmmodities or aquatic products, who as owner, agent or other-
W se ships or causes an agricultural commpdity to be shipped.

6. "Processor" neans any person engaged within this state in process-
ing, or in the operation of receiving, grading, packing, canning, freez-
ing. dehydrating, fernenting. distilling, extracting, preserving, grind-
ing, crushing, or in any other way preserving or changing the formof an
agricultural product or aquatic product for the purpose of nmarketing
such commpdity but shall not include a person engaged in nanufacturing
from an agricultural commobdity or aquatic product another and different
product .

7. "Distributor" neans any person engaged within this state, in sell-
ing, offering for sale, mnmarketing or distributing an agricultura
commodity or aquatic product which they have purchased or acquired from
a producer or other person or which they are nmarketing on behalf of a
producer or other person, whether as owner, agent, enployee, broker or
otherwise, but shall not include a retailer, except such retailer who
purchases or acquires from or handles on behalf of any producer or
other person, an agricultural commbdity or aquatic product subject to
regulation by the nmarketing agreenment or order covering such comopdity.

8. "Marketing agreenent” nmeans an agreenent entered into, with the
approval of the conmm ssioner, by producers with distributors, processors
and handlers requlating the preparation, sale and handling of agricul-
tural commodities or aquatic products.

9. "Marketing order" neans an order issued by the conm ssioner pursu-
ant to this article, prescribing rules and regulations governing the
narketing for processing., the distributing, the sale of, or the handling
in any nmanner of any agricultural commbdity or aquatic product sold in
this state during any specified period or periods.

8§ 293. Powers and duties of the comm ssioner. 1. In order to effectu-
ate the declared policy of this article, the conm ssioner nmay, after due
notice and opportunity for hearing, approve narketing agreenents, which
marketing agreenents shall thereupon be binding upon the signatories
thereto exclusively.

2. The conmi ssioner may nake and issue marketing orders, after due
notice and opportunity for hearing. subject to:

(a) Approval of not less than sixty-six and two-thirds per centum of
the producers participating in a referendumin the area affected, or

(b) Approval of not less than sixty-five per centumof the producers
participating in a referendum vote, in the area affected. and having
marketed not less than fifty-one per centumof the total quantity of the
commodity which was marketed in the next preceding nmarketing season by
all producers that voted in the referendum or

(c) Approval of not less than fifty-one per centumof the producers
participating in a referendumvote, in the area affected. and having
marketed not less than sixty-five per centumof the total quantity of
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the commodity which was marketed in the next preceding marketing season
by all producers that voted in the referendum

3. The conm ssioner may and upon witten petition duly signed by twen-
ty-five per centumof the producers in the area shall, amend or term-
nate such order after due notice and opportunity for hearing, but
subject to the approval of not less than fifty per centumof such
producers participating in a referendumvote.

4. The comm ssioner shall adm nister and enforce any marketing order
while it is in effect, to:

(a) Encourage and nmintain stable prices received by producers for
such agricultural compdity and aquatic product at a level which is
consistent with the provisions and ains of this article.

(b) Prevent the unreasonable or unnecessary waste of land or water-
based weal th

(c) Protect the interests of consuners of such combdity, by exercis-
ing the powers of this article to such extent as is necessary to effec-
tuate the purposes of this article.

(d) Prepare a budget for the admi nistration and operating costs and
expenses including advertising and sales pronption when required in any
nar keting agreenent or order executed hereunder and to provide for the
collection of such necessary fees to defray such costs and expenses. in
no case to exceed five percent of the gross dollar volune of sales or
dollar volume of purchases or anpunts handled, to be collected from each
person _engaged in the production, processing, distributing or the handl -
ing of any mnarketable agricultural commpbdity and aquatic product
produced or landed in this state and directly affected by any marketing
order issued pursuant to this article for such commodity.

(e) Confer and cooperate with the legally constituted authorities of
other states and the United States.

5. Any marketing agreenent or order issued by the conm Ssioner pursu-
ant to this article may contain any or all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Provisions for deternmining the existence and extent of the surplus
of any agricultural commpdity, or of any grade, size, or quality there-
of, and providing for the regulation and disposition of such surplus.

(b) Provisions for limting the total quantity of any agricultura
product, or of any grade or grades., size or sizes, or quality or
portions or conbinations thereof, which may be marketed during any spec-
ified period or periods. Such total quantity of any such commpdity so
regulated shall not be less than the quantity which the conm ssioner
shall find is reasonably necessary to supply the nmarket demand of
consuners for such comodity.

(c) Provisions requlating the period, or periods, during which any
agricultural commodity, or any grade or grades, sSize or sizes or quality
or portions or conbinations of such commpdity, may be marketed

(d) Provisions for the establishnment of wuniform grading. standards,
and inspection of any agricultural commodity delivered by producers or
ot her persons to handlers, processors, distributors or others engaging
in the handling thereof. and for the establishnment of grading or stand-
ards of quality, condition, size, maturity or pack for any agricultural
compdity, and the inspection and grading of such commopdity in accord-
ance with such grading or standards so established; and for provisions
that no producer, handler, processor or distributor of any agricultura
commodity for which grading or standards are so established may., except
as otherwise provided in such marketing agreenent or order., sell., offer
for sale, process, distribute or otherwise handle any such compdity
whet her produced within or without this state, not neeting and conplying
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with such established grading or standards. For the purposes of this
article, the federal-state inspection service shall perform al

inspections nmade necessary by such provisions.

(e) Provisions for the establishnment of research prograns designed to
benefit a specified commbdity or New York agriculture in general.

(f) Such other provisions as nmy be necessary to effectuate the
declared policies of this article.

(g) Provisions to establish marketing pronotion and research prograns
for aquatic products which nmay include paragraphs a t hr ough f of
this subdivision

6. The conmi ssioner may tenporarily suspend the operation of an effec-
tive marketing order for a continuing period of no |longer than one grow
ing and nmarketing season, if the purposes of this article are deened
unnecessary during such season.

7. In carrying out the purposes of this article, the conmn ssioner
shall take into consideration any and all facts available to themwth
respect to the follow ng econonic factors:

(a) The quantity of such agricultural commpdity available for distrib-
ution.

(b) The quantity of such agricultural commpdity nornmally required by
CONSUNEr s.

(c) The cost of producing such agricultural commpdity.

(d) The purchasing power of consuners.

(e) The level of prices of commbdities, services, and articles which
the farners conmmonly buy.

(f) The level of prices of other conmmmodities which conpete with or are
utilized as substitutes for such agricultural conmmobdity.

8. The execution of such narketing agreenents shall in no manner
affect the issuance, administration or enforcenent of any marketing
order provided for in this article. The conmissioner nmay issue such
marketing order w thout executing a marketing agreenent or may execute a
marketing agreenent wi thout issuing a marketing order covering the sanme
commpdity. The conmissioner, in their discretion, nay hold a concurrent
hearing upon a proposed narketing agreenent and a proposed marketing
order in the manner provided for giving due notice and opportunity for
hearing for a marketing order as provided in this article.

9. Prior to the issuance, anmendnent or ternmination of any nmarketing
order, the conmissioner may require the applicants for such issuance,
anendnent., or termnation to deposit with them such ampbunt as they nay

deem necessary to defray the expenses of preparing and nmeking effective

anending or termnating a marketing order. Such funds shall be received,
deposited. and di sbursed by the commi ssioner in the sane nanner as other

fees received by the conm ssioner under this article and, in the event
the application for adoption, amendnment or ternmination of a narketing
order is approved in a referendum the conmi ssioner shall reinburse any
such applicant in the anmount of any such deposit from any unexpended
noni es collected under the marketing order affected by such referendum
10. Any noneys collected by the conm ssioner pursuant to this article
shall not be deened state funds and shall be deposited in a bank or
ot her depository in this state, approved by the comni ssioner, allocated
to each marketing order under which they are collected, and shall be
di sbursed by the conm ssioner only for the necessary expenses incurred
by the commissioner with respect to each such separate marketing order
all in accordance with the rules and regulations of the conmi ssioner
All such expenditures shall be audited by the state conptroller at |east
annually and wthin thirty days after the conpletion thereof the state
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conptroller shall give a copy thereof to the commissioner. Any noneys
remaining in such fund allocable to any particular conmodity affected by
a marketing order may, in the discretion of the conmi ssioner, be
refunded at the close of any narketing season upon a pro-rata basis to
all persons fromwhom assessnents therefor were collected or, whenever
the conmm ssioner finds that such noneys may be necessary to defray the
cost of operating such marketing order in a succeeding marketing season,
they may carry over all or any portion of such noneys into the next such
succeedi ng season. Upon the termnation by the conm ssioner of any
marketing order, all noneys remaining and not required by the comi s-
sioner to defray the expenses of operating such marketing order, shal
be refunded by the conmissioner upon a pro-rata basis to all persons
fromwhom assessnents therefor were collected; provided, however, that
if the conmm ssioner finds that the ampunts so refundable are so snmall as
to make inpracticable the conputation and refunding of such refunds, the
conmm ssioner may use such noneys to defray the expenses incurred by the
commi ssioner in the formulation, issuance, admi nistration or enforcenent
of any subsequent marketing order for such conmodity.

11. Advisory board. (a) Any marketing order issued pursuant to this
article shall provide for the establishnent of an advisory board, to
consist of not less than five nenbers nor nore than nine nenbers, to
advise the commi ssioner in the admnistration of such marketing order in
accordance wth its ternms and provisions. The nenbers of such board
shall be appointed by the commi ssioner from nomnations received from
the commodity group for which the marketing order is established. Nom -
nating procedure, qualification, representation, and size of the advi-
sory board shall be prescribed in each nmarketing order for which such
board is appointed. Each advisory board shall be conposed of such
producers and handlers or processors as are directly affected by the
nmarketing order in such proportion of representation as the order shal
prescribe. The conmissioner may appoint one person who is neither a
producer nor processor nor other handler to represent the departnent of
agriculture and markets or the public generally.

(b) No nenber of an advisory board shall receive a salary, but each
shall be entitled to reinbursenent for the nenber's actual expenses
incurred while engaged in perfornming the nenber's duties herein author-
ized.

(c) The duties and responsibilities of each advisory board shall be
prescribed by the conm ssioner, and they nmay specifically delegate to
the advisory board, by inclusion in the marketing order, all or any of
the follow ng duties and responsibilities:

(i) The recommendation to the comm ssioner of adninistrative rules and
regulations relating to the narketing order.

(ii) Recomending to the conmi ssioner such anendnents to the narketing
order as seem advi sabl e.

(iii) The preparation and subnmission to the conmi ssioner of the esti-
nmat ed budget required or the proper operation of the marketing order.

(iv) Recommending to the conmi ssioner nethods for assessing nenbers of
the industry and nethods for collecting the necessary funds.

(v) Assisting the commissioner in the collection and assenbling of
information and data necessary to the proper admnistration of the
order.

(vi) The performance of such other duties in connection wth the
nmarketing order as the conm ssioner shall designate.

8 294. Rules and regulations; enforcenent. 1. The conmm Ssioner nay

make and pronmul gate such rules and regulations as may be necessary to
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effectuate the provisions and intent of this article and to enforce the
provision of any marketing agreenent or order, all of which shall have
the force and effect of [aw

2. The conmissioner may institute such action at law or in equity as
may appear necessary to enforce conpliance with any provision of this
article, or any rule or reqgulation, nmarketing agreenent or order
commtted to the commissioner's adnministration, and in addition to any
other renmedy under article three of this chapter or otherwi se nay apply
for relief by injunction if necessary to protect the public interest
without being conpelled to allege or prove that an adequate renedy at
| aw does not exist. Such application may be nade to the suprenme court in
any district or county as provided in the civil practice law and rules,
or to the suprene court in the third judicial district.

8 3. Sections 16-x, 16-y and 16-z of section 1 of chapter 174 of the
| aws of 1968, constituting the New York state urban devel opnent corpo-
ration act, are REPEALED.

8 4. Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 16-x, 16-y and 16-z of
section 1 of chapter 174 of the laws of 1968, constituting the New York
state urban devel opnment corporation act pursuant to section three of
this act the marketing orders, and the regulatory provisions relating
thereto, set forth under parts 40, 200, 201, 203, 204 and 205 of title 1
of the New York codes, rules and regulations, shall remain in full force
and effect.

8§ 5. Notwithstanding the repeal of sections 16-x, 16-y and 16-z of
section 1 of chapter 174 of the |l aws of 1968, constituting the New York
state urban devel opnment corporation act pursuant to section three of
this act, all contracts entered into pursuant to such repealed sections
that continue in force and effect after the effective date of this act
and shall be assigned to the departnment of agriculture and markets, and
all  undi sbursed funds under the control of the urban devel opnent corpo-
ration in connection with the marketing orders shall be transferred to
the departnment of agriculture and markets on or before the forty-fifth
day following the effective date of this act; and any assessnments due
and payabl e under such marketing orders shall be remtted to the depart-
ment of agriculture and markets begi nning upon the thirtieth day after
the effective date of this act.

8 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.

PART K

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 1 of section 210-B of the tax
law, as anended by section 1 of part C of chapter 59 of the | aws of
2023, is amended to read as foll ows:

(d) Except as otherwi se provided in this paragraph, the credit all owed
under this subdivision for any taxable year shall not reduce the tax due
for such year to less than the fixed dollar m ni mum anount prescribed in
par agraph (d) of subdivision one of section two hundred ten of this
article. However, if the armount of credit allowable under this subdivi-
sion for any taxable year reduces the tax to such anount or if the
taxpayer otherwi se pays tax based on the fixed dollar mninum anount,
any amount of credit allowed for a taxable year comencing prior to
January first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven and not deductible in such
taxabl e year may be carried over to the follow ng year or years and nmay
be deducted from the taxpayer's tax for such year or years but in no
event shall such credit be carried over to taxable years comrencing on
or after January first, two thousand two, and any anount of credit
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allowed for a taxable year conmencing on or after January first, nine-
teen hundred ei ghty-seven and not deductible in such year may be carried
over to the fifteen taxable years next foll owing such taxable year and
may be deducted fromthe taxpayer's tax for such year or years. In lieu
of such carryover, (i) any such taxpayer which qualifies as a new busi-
ness under paragraph (f) of this subdivision nmay elect to treat the
anmount of such carryover as an overpaynent of tax to be credited or
refunded in accordance with the provisions of section ten hundred eight-
y-six of this chapter, and (ii) any such taxpayer that is an eligible
farnmer, as defined in subdivision eleven of this section, may for taxa-
bl e years begi nning before January first, two thousand [twenty—eight]
thirty-three, elect to treat the anpunt of such carryover as an overpay-
ment of tax to be credited or refunded in accordance with the provisions
of section one thousand eighty-six of this chapter, provided, however,
t he provisions of subsection (c) of section ten hundred ei ghty-eight of
this chapter notw thstanding, no interest shall be paid thereon.

§ 2. Paragraph 5 of subsection (a) of section 606 of the tax |aw, as
anended by section 2 of part C of chapter 59 of the laws of 2023, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(5) If the arount of credit allowable under this subsection for any
t axabl e year shall exceed the taxpayer's tax for such year, the excess
allowed for a taxable year comencing prior to January first, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-seven may be carried over to the follow ng year or years
and may be deducted fromthe taxpayer's tax for such year or years, but
in no event shall such credit be carried over to taxable years comenc-
ing on or after January first, nineteen hundred ninety-seven, and any
anount of credit allowed for a taxable year conmencing on or after Janu-
ary first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-seven and not deductible in such year
may be carried over to the ten taxable years next follow ng such taxable
year and may be deducted fromthe taxpayer's tax for such year or years.
In lieu of carrying over any such excess, (A) a taxpayer who qualifies
as an owner of a new business for purposes of paragraph ten of this
subsection may, at the taxpayer's option, receive such excess as a
refund, and (B) a taxpayer that is an eligible farmer as defined in
subsection (n) of this section may, at the taxpayer's option, for taxa-
ble vyears beginning before January first, two thousand [twenty—ei-ght]
thirty-three, receive such excess as a refund. Any refund paid pursuant
to this paragraph shall be deened to be a refund of an overpaynent of
tax as provided in section six hundred eighty-six of this article,
provi ded, however, that no interest shall be paid thereon.

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART L
Intentionally Oritted
PART M
Intentionally Qritted
PART N

Intentionally Oritted
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PART O
Intentionally Oritted
PART P
Intentionally Omtted
PART Q
Intentionally Oritted
PART R
Intentionally Ormtted
PART S
Intentionally Oritted
PART T

Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 584 of the |laws of 2011, anending the
public authorities lawrelating to the powers and duties of the dornmto-
ry authority of the state of New York relative to the establishnent of
subsidiaries for certain purposes, as anended by section 1 of part V of
chapter 58 of the I aws of 2024, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repealed on July 1, [2826] 2028; provided however, that the expi-
ration of this act shall not inpair or otherwi se affect any of the
powers, duties, responsibilities, functions, rights or liabilities of
any subsidiary duly created pursuant to subdivision twenty-five of
section 1678 of the public authorities |law prior to such expiration.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

PART U
Intentionally Oritted
PART V

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 16-m of section 1 of chapter 174
of the laws of 1968 constituting the New York state urban devel opnent
corporation act, as anmended by section 1 of part EE of chapter 58 of the
| aws of 2025, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The provisions of this section shall expire, notwthstanding any
i nconsi stent provision of subdivision 4 of section 469 of chapter 309 of
the laws of 1996 or of any other law, on July 1, [2826] 2027.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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PART W

Section 1. Section 2 of chapter 393 of the laws of 1994, anending the
New York state urban devel opnent corporation act, relating to the powers
of the New York state urban devel opnment corporation to nmeke |oans, as
anended by section 1 of part FF of chapter 58 of the laws of 2025, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately provided, however, that
section one of this act shall expire on July 1, [2828] 2027, at which
time the provisions of subdivision 26 of section 5 of the New York state
ur ban devel opnent corporation act shall be deenmed repealed; provided,
however, that neither the expiration nor the repeal of such subdivision
as provided for herein shall be deened to affect or inpair in any manner
any | oan made pursuant to the authority of such subdivision prior to
such expiration and repeal

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

PART X

Intentionally Oritted
PART Y

Intentionally Omtted
PART Z

Intentionally Oritted
PART AA

Section 1. The general business law is amended by adding a new article
42-A to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 42-A
DATA BROKERS

Section 1150. Definitions.
1151. Jurisdictional scope
1152. Registration of data brokers.
1153. Data deletion nechani sm
1154. Audit.
1155. Rul enmaki ng.
1156. Powers, duties and adjudi catory proceedings.
1157. Assessnents.
1158. Enforcenent.

8§ 1150. Definitions. The following definitions apply throughout this
article unless the context clearly requires otherw se:

1. "artificial intelligence system or nodel" neans an artificia
intelligence that can generate derived synthetic content, including
text, inmages, video, and audio, that ermulates the structure and charac-
teristics of the systenms training data

2. "bionetric data" nmeans any neasurabl e physical, behavioral or phys-
iological characteristics that is attributable to a natural person
including, but not linmted to, facial characteristics, fingerprint char-
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acteristics, hand characteristics, eye characteristics, vocal character-
istics, and any other characteristics that can be used to identify a

person, including but not linmted to, fingerprints, handprints, iris
patterns or retina scans, DNA seguence, voice, gait, and facial geom
etry. "Bionetric data" does not include a digital or physical photo-

graph. an audio or video recording, or any data generated froma digital
or physical photograph, or an audio or video recording, unless such data
is generated to identify a specific individual.

3. "consuner" nmeans a natural person who is a New York resident acting
only in an individual or household context. It does not include a
natural person known to be acting in a professional or enploynent
cont ext .

4. "dark patterns" neans user interfaces that subvert or inpair
consuners' autonony, decision nmaking, or choice when asserting their
privacy rights or consenting.

5. "data broker" neans a person or entity that knowingly collects and
sells to third parties the personal information of a consuner with whom
the person or entity does not have a direct relationship.

6. "foreign actor" neans either:

(a) the governnent of a foreign adversary country.

(b) a partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other
conbi nati on of persons organi zed under the laws of or having its princi-
pal place of business in a foreign adversary country.

7. "foreign adversary country" has the sanme neaning as "covered
nation" as defined in Section 4872 of Title 10 of the United States
Code.

8. "minor" neans a natural person under the age of eighteen.

9. "personal information" neans any data that identifies or could

reasonably be linked, directly or indirectly, with a specific natura
person, or household. "Personal information" does not include deidenti-
fied data, information that is lawfully nmade publicly available from

federal, state or local government records, or information that a
controller has a reasonable basis to believe is lawfully nmade avail able
to the general public by the consuner or fromw dely distributed nedia.

10. "precise geolocation data" neans information derived fromtechnol -
ogy, including, but not limted to, global positioning system |evel
latitude and longitude coordinates or other nechanisns, that directly
identifies the specific location of an individual wth precision and
accuracy wthin a radius of one thousand seven hundred fifty feet,
except as prescribed by regulations. Precise geolocation data does not
include the content of communications or any data generated by or
connected to advance utility nmetering infrastructure systens or equip-
nent for use by a utility.

11. "protected health information" has the sane neaning as in Title 45
CF.R ., established pursuant to the federal Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act of 1996.

12. "verifiable consunmer request" neans a request that is made by a
consuner, by a consuner on behalf of such consuner's minor child, or by
a person who has power of attorney or is acting as a conservator for
such consuner, and that the data broker can verify, using comercially
reasonable nethods, pursuant to any reqgulations adopted by the office,
to be such consuner about whomthe data broker has collected persona
informati on.

13. "departnent" neans the departnent of financial services.

14. "superintendent" neans the superintendent of financial services.
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15. "office" shall nean an office within the departnent, which shal
report to the superintendent, and is tasked with the inplenentation of
this article.

8 1151. Jurisdictional scope. This article applies to data brokers
that conduct business in New York state or produce products or services
that are targeted to residents of New York state, and satisfy one or
nore of the follow ng threshol ds:

1. has an annual gross revenue of twenty-five mllion dollars or nore;

2. controls or processes personal data of one hundred thousand custom
ers or nore; and/or

3. derives over fifty percent of gross revenue from the sale of
personal data.

8 1152. Registration of data brokers. On or before January thirty-
first annually, each data broker shall

1. Register with the office;

2. Pay the pro rata share as determ ned by the superintendent, not to
exceed the reasonable cost of establishing and maintaining the database
and informational website described in this section; and

3. Provide the following information to the office:

(a) the nane and prinmary physical, email. and internet website address
of the data broker.

(b) the nane and business address of an officer or registered agent of
the data broker authorized to accept |egal process on behalf of the data
br oker .

c) the nunber of requests received and the nunber of such requests
conplied with, conplied wth in part, or denied under section el even
hundred fifty-three of this article.

(d) the nedian and the nean nunber of days within which the data
br oker responded to requests under section eleven hundred fifty-three of
this article.

(e) whether the data broker collected personal information of mnors.

(f) whether the data broker collects consunmers' nanes, dates of birth,
ZI P codes, enmil addresses, or phone nunbers.

(g) whether the data broker collects consuners' account login or
account nunber in conbination with any required security code, access
code, or password that would pernmit access to a consunmer's account with
a third party.

(h) whether the data broker <collects consuners' drivers' license
nunber, state identification card nunber. tax identification nunber
social security nunber. passport nunber., mlitary identification nunber
or _other unique identification nunber issued on a governnent docunent
commonly used to verify the identity of a specific individual.

(i) whether the data broker collects consuners' nobile advertising
identification nunbers, connected television identification nunbers. or
vehicle identification nunbers (VIN)

(j) whether the data broker collects consuners' citizenship data,
including inm gration status.

(k) whether the data broker collects consuners' union nenbership
status.

(1) whether the data broker collects consuners' sexual orientation
st at us.

(M whether the data broker collects consuners' gender identity and
gender expression data.

(n) whether the data broker collects consuners' bionetric data.

(o) whether the data broker collects consuners' precise geol ocation.
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whether the data broker collects consuners' reproductive health
care data.

() whether the data broker collects consuners' protected health
information.

(r) whether the data broker has shared or sold consuners' data to a
foreign actor in the past year.

(s) whether the data broker has shared or sold consuners' data to the
federal governnment in the past year.

(t) whether the data broker has shared or sold consuners' data to
other state governnents in the past year.

(u) whether the data broker has shared or sold consuners' data to | aw
enforcenent in the past year, unless that data was shared pursuant to a
subpoena or court order.

(v) whether the data broker has shared or sold consuners' data to a
devel oper of an artificial intelligence system or nodel in the past
year.

(W) up to three, but no fewer than one, of the npbst common types of
personal information that the data broker collects.

(x) beginning January first, two thousand thirty, whether the data
broker has undergone an audit under this article, and, if so, the npst
recent vear that the data broker has subnmitted a report resulting from
the audit and any related nmaterials to the office.

(y) alink to a page on the data broker's internet website that:

(i) details how consuners nmay exercise their privacy rights by doing
all of the follow ng:

(1) Deleting personal information

(2) Correcting inaccurate personal infornmation

(3) Learning what personal information is being collected and how to
access that personal information.

(4) learning what personal information is being sold or shared and to
whom

(5) lLearning how to opt out of the sale or sharing of personal infor-
mation.

(6) Learning howto limt the use and disclosure of sensitive persona
information.

(ii) does not neke use of any dark patterns.

(z) whether and to what extent the data broker or any of its subsid-
iaries is regulated by any of the foll ow ng:

(i) the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U S.C. Sec. 1681 et
seq.).

(ii) the Gammleach-Bliley Act (Public Law 106-102) and inplenenting
regul ati ons.

(iii) any other law, rule, or reqgulation governing data brokers or any
of its subsidiaries.

(aa) any additional information or explanation the data broker chooses
to provide concerning its data collection practices.

8§ 1153. Data deletion nmechanism 1. The office shall create a webpage
on the departnent's website which includes registration information
provided by data brokers described in section eleven hundred fifty-two
of this article and the data deletion nechani smestablished pursuant to
this section.

2. The office shall establish a data deletion nechanism within one
vear of the effective date of this section. Such data deletion nechani sm
shal | :

(a) inplement and nmintain reasonable security procedures and prac-
tices, including., but not |limted to, adnmnistrative, physical. and
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technical safeguards appropriate to the nature of the informtion and
the purposes for which the personal information wll be used and to

protect consuners' personal infornmation from unauthorized use, disclo-
sure, access, destruction, or nodification.

(b) allow a consuner, through a single verifiable consuner request, to
request that every data broker that naintains any personal information
del ete any personal information related to that consuner held by the

data broker or associated service provider, contractor, or subsidiary.
(c) allow a consuner to selectively exclude specific data brokers from

a request made under paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(d) allow a consuner to nmake a request to alter a previous request
nade under this section after at least forty-five days have passed since
the consuner |ast made a request under this section.

(e) allow a consuner to request the deletion of all personal infornma-
tion related to that consunmer through a single deletion request.

(f) permt a consuner to securely submt information in one or nore
privacy-protecting ways determ ned by the superintendent to aid in the
del etion request.

(g) allow data brokers registered with the office to deterni ne whether
an individual has subnitted a verifiable consuner request to delete the
personal information related to that consuner and shall not allow the
disclosure of any additional personal infornmation when the data broker
accesses the accessible deletion mechani smunless otherw se specified in
this article.

(h) allow a consuner to nmake a request under this section wusing an
internet service operated by the office.

(i) not charge a consuner to make a request under this section.

(j) allow a consuner to nake a request under this section in any of
the twelve nbost commonly spoken | anguages in New York state, consistent
with section two hundred two-a of the executive law, for whom persona
information has been collected by data brokers.

k) be readily accessible and usable by consuners with disabilities.

(1) support the ability of a consuner's authorized agents to aid in
the deletion request.

(M allow the consuner, or their authorized agent, to verify the
status of the consuner's deletion request.

(n) provide a description of:

(i) the deletion permtted by this section;

(ii) the process for submitting a deletion request pursuant to this
section; and

(iii) exanples of the types of information that nay be del eted.

(o) conply with section one hundred three-d of the state technol ogy
| aw.

3. Six nonths after the creation of the data deletion nechanism each
data broker shall, at |east once every forty-five days:

(a) process all deletion requests nade pursuant to this section and
delete all personal information related to the consuners naking the
requests consistent with the requirenents of this section within forty-
five days of receiving such requests and direct all service providers,
contractors, and subsidiaries associated with the data broker to delete
all personal information in their possession related to the consuners
naki ng such request.

(b) where a data broker denies a consuner request to delete under this
section because the request cannot be verified, process the request as
an opt-out of the sale or sharing of the consuner's personal information
within forty-five days of receiving such request and direct all service
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providers, contractors, and subsidiaries associated with the data broker
to process the request as an opt-out of the sale or sharing of the

consuner's personal infornmation.

4. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a data
broker shall not be required to delete a consuner's personal information
if such personal information is required to:

(i) conplete the transaction for which the personal information was
collected, fulfill the terns of a witten warranty or product recal
conducted in accordance with federal law, provide a good or service
requested by the consuner, or reasonably anticipated by the consuner
within the context of a data broker's ongoing business relationship with
the consuner., or otherwi se performa contract between the data broker
and the consuner.

(ii) help to ensure security and integrity to the extent the use of
the consunmer's personal information is reasonably necessary and propor-
tionate for those purposes.

(iii) debug to identify and repair errors that inpair existing
intended functionality.

(iv) exercise free speech, ensure the right of another consuner to
exercise that consuner's right of free speech., or exercise another right
provided for by |aw.

(v) engage in public or peer-reviewed scientific, historical, or

statistical research that conforns or adheres to all other applicable
ethics and privacy |aws, when the data broker's deletion of the inforna-
tion is likely to render inpossible or seriously inpair the ability to

conplete such research, if the consuner has provided infornmed consent.

(vi) to enable solely internal uses that are reasonably aligned with
the expectations of the consuner based on the consuner's relationship
with the data broker and conpatible with the context in which the
consuner provided the information.

(vii) conply with a legal obligation.

(b) Personal information not required to be del eted under paragraph

a) of this subdivision shall only be used for purposes directly related
to such exceptions and shall not be used or disclosed for any other
pur pose.

5. Wiere a consuner has subnitted a deletion request and a data broker
has deleted the consuner's data pursuant to this section, the data
br oker shall:

(a) delete all personal information of the consuner at |east once
every forty-five days pursuant to this section unless the consuner
requests otherwise or the deletion is not required pursuant to subdivi-
sion four of this section; and

(b) not sell or share new personal infornmation of the consuner unless
the consuner requests otherwise unless such selling or sharing is
perm tted under another section of |aw

6. The office may charge an access fee to a data broker when the data
broker accesses the data deletion nmechanismthat does not exceed the
reasonabl e costs of providing that access.

8 1154. Audit. Three vyears after the effective date of this section
and every three years thereafter, each data broker shall undergo an
audit by an independent third party to determ ne conpliance with this
article. FEach data broker shall subnmit a report resulting from the
audit witten by such independent third party in a formdeterm ned by
the superintendent and any other nmaterials required by the superinten-
dent to the superintendent wthin five business days of a witten
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request by the superintendent. Data brokers shall nmintain such reports
and any required materials for six years.

8 1155. Rulemaking. The office shall adopt rules and regulations to
inplenent the provisions of this article.

8 1156. Powers., duties and adjudicatory proceedings. 1. In connection
with the inplenentation and enforcenent of this article, the office
shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

(a) to hold hearings, subpoena wtnesses, conpel their attendance,
adnm nister oaths, to examne any person under oath and in connection
therewith to require the production of any books or records relative to
the inquiry, provided that subpoena issued under this section shall be
regulated by the civil practice |aw and rul es;

(b) to appoint such advisory groups and comrittees as deened necessary
to provide assistance to the office to carry out the purposes and objec-
tives of this article;

(c) to enter into contracts, nmenoranda of understanding, and agree-

nents as deened appropriate to effectuate the policy and purpose of this

chapt er ;
(d) to draft declaratory rulings, guidance and industry advisories;

and

(e) to delegate the powers provided in this section to such other
officers or enployees as nay be deened appropriate by the superinten-
dent .

2. (a) The superintendent, or any person designated by the superinten-
dent for the purposes of this subdivision, nmay issue subpoenas and
adni nister oaths in connection with any hearing or investigation under
or pursuant to this article, and it shall be the duty of the superinten-
dent and any persons designated by them for such purpose to issue
subpoenas at the request of and upon behalf of the respondent.

(b) The superintendent and those designated by the superintendent
shall not be bound by the laws of evidence in the conduct of hearing
proceedings, but the determ nation shall be founded upon preponderance
of evidence to sustain it.

(c) Notice and right of hearing as provided in the state administra-
tive procedure act shall be served at least fifteen days prior to the
date of the hearing. provided that, whenever because of danger to the
public health, safety or welfare it appears prejudicial to the interests
of the people of the state to delay action for fifteen days, the super-
intendent may serve the respondent wth an order requiring certain
action or the cessation of certain activities imediately or within a

specified period of |less than fifteen days.
(d) Service of notice of hearing or order shall be made by persona

service or by reqgistered or certified mail. Were service, whether by
personal service or by reqgistered or certified nmail, is nmade upon an
inconpetent, partnership, or corporation, it shall be made upon the

person or persons designated to receive personal service by article
three of the civil practice law and rul es.

(e) At a hearing, which shall to the greatest extent practicable shal
be reasonably near the respondent, the respondent may appear personally,
shall have the right of counsel, and may cross-exanine wtnesses against
the respondent and produce evidence and witnesses on their behalf.

(f) Following a hearing, the superintendent nmmy nake appropriate
deternm nations and issue a final order in accordance therewth.

(g) The superintendent may adopt, anend and repeal adninistrative
rules and regulations governing the procedures to be followed with
respect to hearings, such rules to be consistent with the policy and
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purpose of this chapter and the effective and fair enforcenent of its
provi si ons.

(h) The provisions of this section shall be applicable to all hearings
held pursuant to this article.

8§ 1157. Assessnents. Conpanies or persons required to be licensed,
registered or file with the office pursuant to this article shall be
assessed in pro rata shares by the departnent to defray the operating
expenses, including all direct and indirect costs, of admnistering the
obligations inposed by this article.

8 1158. Enforcenent. 1. The superintendent may, after notice and hear-
ing, require any person found violating the provisions of this article
or the rules or regulations pronul gated hereunder to pay to the people
of this state, penalties and expenses as foll ows:

(a) a fine or civil penalty of two hundred dollars for each day the
data broker fails to register or fails to conply with the reqgistration
requirenents as required by this article;

(b) an anpunt equal to the nonies that were due during the period it
failed to register;

(c) afine or civil penalty of two hundred dollars for each deletion
request for each day the data broker fails to delete information as
required by section eleven hundred fifty-three of this article;

(d) a fine or civil penalty of twd hundred dollars for each day the
data broker fails to conply with the website disclosure requirenents as
set forth in section eleven hundred fifty-three of this article; and

(e) appropriate expenses incurred by the office in the investigation
and administration of the action; or in the case of an action commenced
by the attorney general, any expenses incurred by the office, that are
deened appropriate by the court.

2. The superintendent nmy request the attorney general commence an
action in a court of conpetent jurisdiction to enforce the requirenents
of this article and to recover the penalties and expenses set forth in
paragraphs (a) through (e) of subdivision one of this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth
day after the office of the departnent of financial services tasked with
the inplenmentation of article 42-A of the general business |aw, as added
by section one of this act, shall have promul gated rules and regul ati ons
to effectuate the provisions of this act; provided, however, that such
office shall notify the legislative bill drafting comm ssion upon the
occurrence of the promulgation of such rules and regulations in order
that the conmm ssion may naintain an accurate and tinely effective data
base of the official text of the |laws of the state of New York in
furtherance of effectuating the provisions of section 44 of the |egis-
lative | aw and section 70-b of the public officers law. Effective ime-
diately, the addition, anmendrment and/or repeal of any rule or regu-
| ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized to be nade conpleted on or before such effective
dat e.

PART BB
Intentionally Oritted

PART CC
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Intentionally Qritted
PART DD
Intentionally Oritted
PART EE
Intentionally Qritted
PART FF
Intentionally Oritted
PART GG
Intentionally Qritted
PART HH
Section 1. This Part enacts into | aw conponents of |egislation relat-
ing to pre-authorization, access to specialty care, and forrmulary lists.
Each conponent is wholly contained within a Subpart identified as

Subparts A through D. The effective date for each particul ar provision
contained within such Subpart is set forth in the last section of such

Subpart. Any provision in any section contained within a Subpart,
including the effective date of the Subpart, which nmakes reference to a
section "of this act", when wused in connection with that particul ar

component, shall be deemed to nean and refer to the corresponding
section of the Subpart in which it is found. Section two of this Part
sets forth the general effective date of this Part.

SUBPART A

Section 1. Section 210 of the insurance |law, as amended by chapter 579
of the laws of 1998, subsection (d) as anended by chapter 207 of the
| aws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 210. Annual consuner guide of health insurers, and entities certi-
fied pursuant to article forty-four of the public health | aw.

(a) The superintendent shall annually publish on or before Septenber
first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine, and annually thereafter, a consuner
guide to insurers providing managed care products, individual accident
and heal th insurance or group or blanket accident and health insurance
and entities |licensed pursuant to article forty-four of the public
heal th | aw provi di ng conprehensi ve health service plans which includes,
in detail, a ranking frombest to worst based upon each conpany's claim
processi ng or medi cal payments record during the preceding cal endar year
using criteria available to the departnent, adjusted for volunme of
coverage provided. Such ranking shall also take into consideration the
correspondi ng total nunber or percentage of <clains denied which were
reversed or conpromsed after intervention by the departnent and the
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departnent of health, consuner conplaints to the departnment and the
departnent of health, violations of section three thousand two hundred
twenty-four-a of this chapter and other pertinent data which would
permt the departnent to objectively determ ne a conpany's performance
The departnent in publishing such consunmer guide shall publish one
state-wide guide or no nore than five regional guides so as to facili-
tate conparisons anong individual insurers and entities within a service
mar ket area. Such rankings shall be printed in a format which ranks al
health insurers and all entities certified pursuant to article forty-
four of the publlc health l'law in one combined Iist.

(b) [Beg o i f—R-Re—aRd—anAd
aLLy—Lhe#eaLLep——Lhe] The superlntendent shaII |nclude in such guide
annually, and insurers and entities certified pursuant to article
forty-four of the public health law shall provide to the superintendent
the information required for such guide in a tinmely fashion, the foll ow
ing informati on:

(1) The number of grievances filed pursuant to section forty-four
hundred eight-a of the public health law__ section three thousand two
hundred seventeen-d of this chapter, section four thousand three hundred
six-c of this chapter, or article forty-eight of this chapter and the
nunber of such grievances in which an adverse determnation of the
insurer or entity was reversed in whole or in part versus the nunber of
such determ nations which were upheld; [and]

(2) Beginning Septenber first, two thousand twenty-seven, the nunber
of approvals and the nunber of adverse determi nations in whole or part
issued by utilization review agents pursuant to section forty-nine
hundred three of the public health |law or section four thousand nine
hundred three of this chapter; and

(3) The nunber of appeals to utilization review determ nations [which]
that were filed pursuant to [a#L+eLe—Le;+y—n+ne—ei—%he—pab#+e—hea#ph—Law
or—article—forty-nine] section forty-nine hundred four of the public
health law and section four thousand nine hundred four of this chapter
and the nunmber of such determ nations [which] that were reversed in
whole or in part versus the number of such determ nations [whieh] that
wer e uphel d.

(c) Beginning Septenber first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine and annu-
ally thereafter, in addition to the information required in subsections
(a) and (b) of this section, the superintendent, in conjunction with the
conm ssioner of health, in consultation with the National Comittee on
Quality Assurance or a sinmlar national organization, shall include in
such guide the followi ng additional information, for the nobst recent
year in which such information is avail able and where applicable, for
heal th insurers, health insurers providing nanaged care products and
entities certified under article forty-four of the public health | aw
provi di ng conprehensi ve health service plans pursuant to such article:

(1) the percentage of physicians who are either board certified or
board eligible;

(2) the percentage of primary care physicians who remai ned participat-
ing providers, provided however, that such percentage shall exclude
voluntary term nations due to physician retirenment, relocation or other
simlar reasons;

(3) the percentage of enrollees aged twenty-three to thirty-nine and
forty to sixty-four who had one or nore visits to a health plan practi-
tioner during the three years of their continual enrollnent.

(4) the nethods used to conpensate prinmary care physicians and ot her
provi ders, provided however, that nothing in this section shall be
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construed to require disclosure of the specific details of any financial
arrangenent between the insurer or entity and an individual provider or
practice;

(5) the national accreditation status of insurers and entities, where
appl i cabl e;

(6) indices of the quality of care provided, such as the rates of
manmogr aphy, prostate, and cervical cancer screening, prenatal care,
wel | -child care, immunization and such other information collected by
the comm ssioner of health through the health plan enployer data and
information set (HEDIS); or through the quality assurance reporting
requirements for entities not otherwise required to collect and report
heal th pl an enpl oyer data and information set (HEDH S) data;

(7) the results of a consumer satisfaction survey anong enrollees of
the various health insurers and entities, which shall be conducted by
t he superintendent and conmm ssioner of health, in consultation with the
National Committee on Quality Assurance or a simlar national organiza-
tion;

(8) atoll-free tel ephone nunber for each health insurer or plan;

(9) toll-free tel ephone nunbers at the departnment and the departnent
of health to which consuners can nmake conplaints about insurers or enti-
ties; and

(10) except as required in paragraph seven of this subsection, health
insurers and entities certified pursuant to article forty-four of the
public health law shall report the information required under this
subdi vision to the comni ssioner of health, and the com ssioner shal
provide such information to the superintendent for inclusion in the
annual consuner gui de.

(d) Beginning Septenber first, two thousand twenty-seven and annually
thereafter, in addition to the information required in subsections (a),
(b), and (c) of this section, the superintendent shall include in such
guide, and insurers and entities certified pursuant to article forty-
four of the public health law shall provide to the superintendent, in a
form and manner specified by the superintendent, the information
required for such guide in a tinmely fashion, the following information
regarding pre-authorization requests wunder article forty-nine of the
public health law or article forty-nine of this chapter:

(1) the nunber of pre-authorization requests received under section
forty-nine hundred three of the public health | aw and section four thou-
sand ni ne hundred three of this chapter;

(2) the nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an authori-
zation was issued under section forty-nine hundred three of the public
health | aw and section four thousand nine hundred three of this chapter;

(3) the nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an adverse
determination was issued in whole or part under section forty-nine
hundred three of the public health |law and section four thousand nine
hundred three of this chapter;

(4) the nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an adverse
deternmination was appeal ed under section forty-nine hundred four of the
public health [ aw and section four thousand nine hundred four of this
chapt er;

(5) the nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an adverse
determination was reversed on appeal in whole or part under section
forty-nine hundred four of the public health | aw and section four thou-
sand ni ne hundred four of this chapter;

(6) the nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an adverse
determnation was upheld under section forty-nine hundred four of the
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public health | aw and section four thousand nine hundred four of this
chapt er;

(7) the twenty-five current procedural terninology codes with the
hi ghest nunber of pre-authorization requests and the percentage of
aut horizations for each of these current procedural term nology codes
under section forty-nine hundred three of the public health law and
section four thousand nine hundred three of this chapter;

(8) the twenty-five current procedural term nology codes with the
hi ghest nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an authorization
was issued under section forty-nine hundred three of the public health
| aw and section four thousand nine hundred three of this chapter:;

(9) the twenty-five current procedural terninology codes wth the
hi ghest nunber of pre-authorization requests under section forty-nine
hundred three of the public health law and section four thousand nine
hundred three of this chapter for which an adverse deternination was
issued in whole or part but that was reversed by an appeal, in whole or
part, under section forty-nine hundred four of the public health |aw and
section four thousand nine hundred four of this chapter; and

(10) the twenty-five current procedural terninology codes with the
hi ghest nunber of pre-authorization requests for which an adverse deter-
m nation was issued in whole or part under section forty-nine hundred
three of the public health |aw and section four thousand ni ne hundred
three of this chapter.

(e) Health insurers and entities certified pursuant to article forty-
four of the public health | aw shall provide annually to the superinten-
dent and the commi ssioner of health, and the conmissioner of health

shall provide to the superintendent by March first of each year, all of
the informati on necessary for the superintendent to produce the annua
consumer gui de. In conpiling the guide, the superintendent shall nake

every effort to ensure that the information is presented in a clear
under st andabl e fashi on [whieh] that facilitates conparisons anong i ndi-
vidual insurers and entities, and in a format [whieh] that lends itself
to the wdest possible distribution to consumers. The superintendent
shall either include the information fromthe annual consumer guide in
the consuner shopping guide required by subsection (a) of section four
t housand three hundred twenty-three of this chapter or combine the two
guides as long as consuners in the individual narket are provided with
the information required by subsection (a) of section four thousand
three hundred twenty-three of this chapter.

[e>] (f) The superintendent shall contract with a national organiza-
tion for the purposes of drafting and designing the guide, including the
preparation of relevant explanatory material. Such organization shal
have actual experience in preparing a sinmlar guide for at |east one
ot her state. The superintendent, in consultation with the conm ssioner
of health, may al so contract with one or nore national organizations to
assi st such comm ssioner in the collection of data and the analysis and
auditing of the «clinical neasurers. Such organizations shall consult
periodically with associations representing health insurers and health
mai nt enance organizations as well as with consumer representatives in
New York in preparing the consumer guide.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

SUBPART B

Section 1. Subsection (f) of section 4804 of the insurance |aw, as
added by chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, is amended to read as foll ows:
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(f) I'f a new insured whose health care provider is not a nmenber of the
insurer's in-network benefits portion of the provider network enrolls in
the nmanaged care product, the insurer shall pernit the insured to
conti nue an ongoing course of treatment with the insured s current
heal th care provider during a transitional perlod of up to [s+*%y] ni ne-
ty days fron1the effectlve date of enroIInEnt[

dksease-e#-send+¢+4#++u—%494. | f the |nsured [has-en%e#ed-%he——sesend

tpester—of—preghaney]| s pregnant at the tinme of enroll ment, [ip—which
case] the transitional period shall include the provision of [pest—par—

ton] care for the duration of the pregnancy and postpartum care directly

related to the delivery. If an insured elects to continue to receive
care from such health care provider pursuant to this paragraph, such
care shall be authorized by the insurer for the transitional period only
if the health care provider agrees: (A) to accept reinbursenent fromthe
insurer at rates established by the insurer as payment in full, which
rates shall be no nore than the |level of reinbursenment applicable to
simlar providers within the in-network benefits portion of the insur-
er's network for such services; (B) to adhere to the insurer's quality
assurance requirenents and agrees to provide to the insurer necessary
medi cal information related to such care; and (C) to otherw se adhere to
the insurer's policies and procedures including, but not limted to,_
procedures regarding referrals and obtaining pre-authorization and a
treatment plan approved by the insurer. In no event shall this
subsection be construed to require an insurer to provide coverage for
benefits not otherwise covered or to dimnish or inpair pre-existing
condition limtations contained within the insured' s contract.

8 2. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 6 of section 4403 of the public
health law, as added by chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, is amended to
read as foll ows:

(f) If a new enroll ee whose health care provider is not a nenber of
the health nmaintenance organization's provider network enrolls in the
heal th mai ntenance organization, the organization shall permt the
enrollee to continue an ongoing course of treatnent with the enrollee's
current health care provider during a transitional period of up to

[S%*%ﬁq ni nety .days fron1the effectlve date of enroIInEnt[——+i—§+}—+he

and——dksabL+ng——d+sease——e#——eend+¥+en——e¢——é¥#}]. If the enrollee [has

ept-ered—the—second—tr-rester—of—preghrancy] is pregnant at the effective
date of enrollnment, [ip—which—case] the transitional period shall

i nclude the provision of [post—partun] care for the duration of the
pregnancy and postpartum care directly related to the delivery. If an
enroll ee elects to continue to receive care from such health care
provider pursuant to this paragraph, such care shall be authorized by
the health mai ntenance organi zation for the transitional period only if
the health care provider agrees: (A) to accept reinbursenent fromthe
heal t h mai nt enance organi zation at rates established by the health main-
tenance organi zation as paynent in full, which rates shall be no nore
than the ||evel of reinbursenent applicable to sinmlar providers within
the health mai ntenance organi zation's network for such services; (B) to
adhere to the organization's quality assurance requirenments and agrees
to provide to the organi zati on necessary nmedical information related to
such care; and (C) to otherw se adhere to the organization's policies
and procedures including, but not Ilimted to, procedures regarding
referrals and obtaining pre-authorization and a treatnment plan approved
by the organi zation. In no event shall this paragraph be construed to
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require a health maintenance organi zation to provi de coverage for bene-
fits not otherwi se covered or to dimnish or inpair pre-existing condi-
tion limtations contained within the subscriber's contract.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law and shall apply to
policies issued, renewed, nodified, or anended on or after such date.

SUBPART C

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 3242 of the insurance |law, as
added by section 1 of subpart C of part J of chapter 57 of the l|aws of
2019, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(a) Every insurer that delivers or issues for delivery in this state a
policy that provides coverage for prescription drugs shall, with respect
to the prescription drug coverage, publish an up-to-date, accurate, and
conplete list of all covered prescription drugs on its formulary drug
list, including any tiering structure that it has adopted and any
restrictions on the manner in which a prescription drug nmay be obt ai ned,
in a manner that is easily accessible to insureds [and]., prospective
insureds, health care providers, and other interested parties. The
fornmulary drug list shall clearly identify the preventive prescription
drugs that are available wthout annual deductibles or coinsurance,
i ncluding co-paynents. A fornmulary drug list shall only be considered
easily accessible if:

(1) it can be viewed on the insurer's public website without requiring
an_individual to create or access an account or enter a password or to
be covered under an insurance policy issued by the insurer; and

(2) an individual can easily discern which formulary drug list applies
to which plan, if an insurer offers nore than one plan.

8§ 2. Subsection (a) of section 4329 of the insurance |aw, as added by
section 2 of subpart C of part J of chapter 57 of the |aws of 2019, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Every corporation subject to the provisions of this article that
issues a contract that provides coverage for prescription drugs shall,
with respect to the prescription drug coverage, publish an up-to-date,
accurate, and conplete list of all covered prescription drugs on its
fornmulary drug list, including any tiering structure that it has adopted
and any restrictions on the manner in which a prescription drug nmay be
obtained, in a manner that 1is easily accessible to insureds [and].
prospective insureds, health care providers, and other interested
parties. The formulary drug list shall clearly identify the preventive
prescription drugs that are available wthout annual deductibles or
coi nsurance, including co-paynents. A formulary drug list shall only be
considered easily accessible if:

(1) it can be viewed on the corporation's public website without
requiring an individual to create or access an account or enter a pass-
word or to be covered under an insurance policy issued by the corpo-
ration; and

(2) an individual can easily discern which formulary drug list applies
to which plan, if a corporation offers nore than one pl an.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law and shall apply to
policies issued, renewed, nodified or anended on or after such date.

SUBPART D
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Section 1. Subsection (b-3) of section 4900 of the insurance law is
relettered subsection (b-4) and a new subsection (b-3) is added to read
as foll ows:

(b-3) "Chronic health condition" neans a condition that is expected to
last for at |least one year and requires ongoing treatnent to effectively
nanage the condition or prevent an adverse health event.

§ 2. Subsection (f) of section 4905 of the insurance |aw, as added by
chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, is anended read as follows:

(f) Wilization review shall not be conducted nore frequently than is
reasonably required to assess whether the health care services under
review are nedically necessary provided, however, that wutilization
review shall not be conducted nore than once per year for a course of
treatnent for a chronic health condition starting from the date of a
pre-authorization approval for the course of treatnent unless:

(1) nationally recognized clinical practice quidelines reconmmend
followup care with the course of treatnent for the chronic health
condition to assess possible negative side effects, then utilization
review may be conducted nore than once per year on the same schedule as
the recomended foll ow up;

(2) nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines change substan-
tially for the treatnent of the chronic health condition, then utiliza-
tion review may be conducted to consider whether the ongoing course of
treatnent is still appropriate for the chronic health condition and the
insured; or

(3) nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines recommend a
change to the course of treatnment based on a change in the chronic
health condition, then utilization review may be conducted for the new
course of treatnent.

8 3. Subdivision 2-c of section 4900 of the public health lawis
renunber ed subdivision 2-d and a new subdivision 2-c is added to read as
foll ows:

(2-c) "Chronic health condition" neans a condition that is expected to
last for at |least one year and requires ongoing treatnent to effectively
nmanage the condition or prevent an adverse health event.

8 4. Subdivision 6 of section 4905 of the public health |aw, as added
by chapter 705 of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. Uilization review shall not be conducted nore frequently than is
reasonably required to assess whether the health care services under
review are nedically necessary provided, however, that utilization
review shall not be conducted nore than once per year for a course of
treatnment for a chronic health condition starting fromthe date of a
pre-aut horization approval for the course of treatnment unless:

(a) nationally recognized clinical practice quidelines reconmend
followup care wth the course of treatnment for the chronic health
condition to assess possible negative side effects, then wutilization
review nmy be conducted nore than once per year on the sane schedule as
the recommended foll ow up;

(b) nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines change substan-
tially for the treatnent of the chronic health condition, then wutiliza-
tion review may be conducted to consider whether the ongoing course of
treatnment is still appropriate for the chronic health condition and the
insured; or

(c) nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines recommend a
change to the course of treatnent based on a change in the chronic
health condition., then utilization review nay be conducted for the new
course of treatnent.
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8 5. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |aw and shall apply to
policies issued, renewed, nodified, or anended on or after such date.

8 2. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the renainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Subparts A through D of this act shal
be as specifically set forth in the last section of such Subparts.

PART 1|1
Intentionally Oritted
PART JJ
Intentionally Ormtted
PART KK
Intentionally Oritted
PART LL

Section 1. Section 4 of chapter 495 of the | aws of 2004, anending the
insurance law and the public health law relating to the New York state
health insurance continuation assistance denobnstration project, as
anended by section 1 of part S of chapter 58 of the laws of 2025, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have beconme a law, provided, however, that this act shall remain in
effect until July 1, [20828] 2027 when upon such date the provisions of
this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed; provided, further, that a
di spl aced worker shall be eligible for continuation assistance retroac-
tive to July 1, 2004.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

PART MM
Intentionally Oritted
PART NN

Intentionally Oritted
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Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
24-c to read as foll ows:

8 24-c. Uility intervenor reinbursenent. 1. As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Conpensation" neans paynent for all or part, as determ ned by the

departnent, of reasonable advocate's fees, reasonable expert w tness
fees, and other reasonable costs for preparation and participation in a

pr oceedi ng.
(b) "Participant" neans a group of persons that apply jointly for an

award of conpensation under this section and who represent the interests
of a significant nunber of residential or small business custoners, or a
not-for-profit organization in this state authorized pursuant to its
articles of incorporation or bylaws to represent the interests of resi-
dential or snmall business wutility custoners. For purposes of this
section, a participant does not include a non-profit organization or
ot her organi zation whose principal interests are the welfare of a public
utility or its investors or enployees., or the welfare of one or nore
businesses or industries which receive utility service ordinarily and
primarily for use in connection wth the profit-seeking manufacture,
sale, or distribution of goods or services.

(c) "Oher reasonable costs" neans reasonabl e out-of-pocket expenses
directly incurred by a participant that are directly related to the
contentions or recomendations nmade by the participant that resulted in
a substantial contribution.

(d) "Party" neans any interested party, respondent public utility, or
conm ssion staff in a hearing or proceeding.

(e) "Proceeding" neans a conplaint, or investigation. rul emaking, or
other formal proceeding before the conmm ssion. or alternative dispute
resolution procedures in lieu of formal proceedings as may be sponsored
or _endorsed by the conmi ssion, provided however such proceedings shal
be linted to those arising under and proceeding pursuant to the foll ow
ing articles of this chapter: (1) the regulation of the price of gas and
electricity, pursuant to article four of this chapter except those
described in subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (c) of subdivision twelve of
section sixty-six of this chapter; (2) the regulation of the price of
steam pursuant to article four-A of this chapter; (3) the subnetering.
renetering or resale of electricity to residential prem ses, pursuant to
sections sixty-five and sixty-six of this chapter, and pursuant to requ-
lations regarding the subnetering, renetering, or resale of electricity
adopted by the commi ssion; and (4) such sections of this chapter as are
applicable to a proceeding in which the conmi ssion nakes a finding on
the record that the public interest requires the reinbursenment of utili-
ty intervenor fees pursuant to this section.

(f) "Significant financial hardship" neans that the participant wll
be unable to afford, wi thout undue hardship, to pay the costs of effec-
tive participation, including advocate's fees, expert w tness fees, and
ot her reasonable costs of participation

(g) "Small business" neans a business with a gross annual revenue of
two hundred fifty thousand dollars or |ess.

(h) "Substantial contribution" neans that, in the judgnent of the
departnent, the participant's application may substantially assist the
conm ssion in nmaking its decision because the decision may adopt in
whole or in part one or nore factual contentions, legal contentions. or
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specific policy or procedural recommendations that will be presented by
the participant.

2. A participant my apply for an award of conpensation under this
section in a proceeding in which such participant has sought active
party status as defined by the departnent. The departnent shall deter-
nm ne appropriate procedures for accepting and responding to such appli -
cations. At the tinme of application, such participant shall serve on
every party to the proceeding notice of intent to apply for an award of
conpensation..

An application shall include

(a) A statenent of the nature and extent and the factual and | ega
basis of the participant's planned participation in the proceeding as
far as it is possible to describe such participation with reasonable
specificity at the tine the application is filed.

(b) At mininum a reasonably detailed description of anticipated advo-

cates and expert witness fees and other costs of preparation and partic-

ipation that the participant expects to request as conpensati on.
(c) If participation or intervention will inpose a significant finan-

cial hardship and the participant seeks paynent in advance to an award
of conpensation in order to initiate, continue or conplete participation
in the hearing or proceeding, such participant nmust include evidence of
such significant financial hardship in its application.

(d) Any other requirenents as required by the departnent.

3. (a) Wthin thirty days after the filing of an application the
departnent shall issue a decision that determnes whether or not the
participant may make a substantial contribution to the final decision in
the hearing or proceeding. If the departnent finds that the participant
requesting conpensation nmay nake a substantial contribution, the depart-
nent shall describe this substantial contribution and determne the
anpunt _of conpensation to be paid pursuant to subdivision four of this
section.

(b) Notwi thstandi ng subdivision four of this section, if the depart-
nent finds that the participant has a significant financial hardship,
the departnent may pay all or part of the conpensation to the partic-
ipant prior to the end of the proceeding. In the event that the partic-
ipant discontinues its participation in the proceeding wthout the
consent of the departnent., the departnent shall be entitled to, in whole
or in part, recover any paynents nmade to such participant.

(c) The conputation of conpensation pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
subdi vision shall take into consideration the narket rates paid to
persons of conparable training and experience who offer simlar
services. The conpensation awarded may not, in any case, exceed the
conparable market rate for services paid by the departnent or the public
utility, whichever is greater, to persons of conparable training and
experience who are offering simlar services.

(d) Any conpensation awarded to a participant and not used by such
participant shall be returned to the departnent.

(e) The departnent shall require that participants seeking paynent
maintain an item zed record of all expenditures incurred as a result of
such proceeding.

(i) The department nay use the item zed record of expenses to verify
the claimof financial hardship by a participant seeking paynment pursu-
ant to paragraph (c) of subdivision two of this section.

(ii) The departnment may use the record of expenditures in determ ning,
after the conpletion of a proceeding, if any unused funds renmin.
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(iii) The department shall preserve the confidentiality of the partic-
ipant's records in nmaking any audit or determining the availability of
funds after the conpletion of a proceeding.

(f) In the event that the departnent finds that two or nbre partic-
ipants' applications have substantially simlar interests, the depart-
nent may require such participants to apply jointly in order to receive
conpensation.

4. Any conpensation pursuant to this section shall be paid at the
conclusion of the proceeding within thirty days.

5. The departnent shall deny any award to any participant who attenpts
to delay or obstruct the orderly and tinely fulfillnent of the depart-
nent's responsibilities.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.

PART PP

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 6 of part T of chapter 57 of the
| aws of 2017 amendi ng the environnmental conservation law, the public
health law, the public authorities law, the state finance | aw and the
soil and water conservation districts lawrelating to the inplenentation
of the "clean water infrastructure act of 2017" is anended by adding a
new paragraph h to read as foll ows:

h. In accordance with the other provisions of this section, the envi-
ronnental facilities corporation shall also undertake and provide state
financial assistance paynents, from funds appropriated for such purpose,
to rural nunicipalities in support of water quality infrastructure
projects. For the purposes of this paragraph, "rural municipality" shal
nean a nunicipality with a population of 25,000 inhabitants or |ess.

(i) When devel oping the manner, formand tinefrane of applications for
such projects, pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision, the environ-
nental facilities corporation shall, to the nmaxi num extent practicable,
ensure that any administrative burdens for rural nmunicipalities are
m ni n zed.

(ii) Wien awarding such state financial assistance paynents, in addi-
tion to the preference provisions of paragraph f of this subdivision

the environnental facilities corporation shall also prioritize water
quality infrastructure projects that pronote the preservation of hous-
ing.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
PART QQ

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by adding a new section
53-b to read as foll ows:

8 53-b. Excelsior power program 1. As used in this section. the
following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Custonmer" nmeans a residential recipient of electric or gas
service froman electric corporation, gas corporation, or conbined el ec-
tric and gas corporation, or the Long Island power authority.

(b) "Smart thernpstat” neans an electronic device that is able to be
accessed and controlled renptely and that directly requlates connected
heating and/or cooling appliances within a dwelling to maintain a ther-
nostatic range

(c) "Uility" means an electric corporation, gas corporation, or

conbi ned electric and gas corporation.
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2. There is hereby established an excel sior power program hereafter
the program which shall be devel oped and adninistered by the depart nent

pursuant to regulation. The program shall be designed to enable wutili-
ties and the Long lIsland power authority to reduce peak demand by
renotely operating voluntarily enrolled custoners' smart thernostats or
otherwi se affecting service, in exchange for a bill credit. The program
shall also be designed to prioritize enrolling custoners located in
areas that are forecasted to face a reliability need as identified by
the federally designated bul k system operator or areas where the elec-
tric plant consistently experiences congestion as identified by the
conm ssi on.

3. The departnment may, subject to appropriation, disburse available
anpunts to utilities participating in the programand the Long |sland
power authority for the purpose of providing bill credits to custoners.
Provided, however, that each such bill <credit shall be limted per
cust omer per_year.

4. No custoner may be enrolled in the programw thout their inforned,.
witten consent pursuant to this section.

5. (a) A custoner may voluntarily enroll in the programthrough the
utility with which they receive service, if participating. or the Long
Island power authority, on a formprescribed by the departnment, which
shall clearly and conspicuously state that under the program (i) the
custoner's wutility service may be interrupted, curtailed, tenporarily
reduced, or otherwi se affected without the custonmer's prior consent;
(ii) such service interruptions, curtailnments, or reductions may occur
on the hottest and col dest days of the year and affect the confort of
the custoner; and (iii) the utility, in conjunction with the smart ther-

nostat nmanufacturer or connection service provider, will have renpte
access to the snart thernostat and will be permtted to alter its
outputs and settings, including nodifying the thernpstatic ranges of
heating and cooling appliances.

(b) Prior to enrollnent, each custoner shall receive information in
plain |anguage, which shall include: (i) the rights of custoners under

the program (ii) howto disenroll or tenporarily suspend participation
in the program (iii) exanples of when a utility may curtail service or
nodify the settings of a smart thernpstat under the program and (iv)
the availability of other enerqgy efficiency and affordability prograns,
including howto enroll. Such infornmation shall also be nmde available
on the departnent's website as well as each participating utility's
website and the website of the Long Island power authority.

(c) A custoner nmay disenroll fromthe programor tenporarily suspend
participation in the program at any tine without penalty in a manner
prescribed by the comn ssion. The departnent shall ensure that a custom
er may quickly and easily disenroll and, upon disenrollnent, may elim -
nate or nodify pro rata any bill credits for participation.

6. Fach participating wutility and the Long Island power authority
shal | :

(a) to the maxi mum extent practicable, notify participating custoners
of potential curtailnment events such as during forecast extrene weather
or high demand events;

(b) take other actions reasonably available to the utility to reduce
peak denmand, including curtailnent of other classifications of service,
prior to affecting the service of custoners participating in the
program and

(c) annually subnit to the departnent a report regarding the inplenen-
tation of the program Such report shall include: (i) the nunber of
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custoners participating; (ii) the nunber of events that required denmand
response or curtailnment under the program and the nunber of custoners
affected; (iii) an accounting of all bill credits provided to custoners:;
and (iv) any other information required by the comm ssion.

7. 1n addition to any other custoner protections of this chapter., the
program shall ensure that:

(a) any interruption, curtailnent, or reduction of utility service
under the programshall be tenporary, limted to only the period of tine
actually necessary, and shall not result in the conplete term nation of
utility service;

(b) any custoner usage or consunption data collected or accessed under
this programin any nmanner (i) shall be kept private, secure, and peri-
odically destroyed or cleared; and (ii) shall not be sold., offered for
sale, or otherwi se provided, either individually or in aggregate; and

(c) custoners with nedical needs that nay be affected by the program
shall receive sufficient protections to ensure continued health and
safety and that any electric service essential for nedical needs, pursu-
ant to section sixty-six of this chapter, is not affected.

8. The departnent, no later than February first of each year, shal
nake public on its website and subnit to the tenporary president of the
senate and speaker of the assenbly a report regarding the inplenentation
of the program Such report shall, utilizing the reports of participat-
ing wutilities required pursuant to subdivision six of this section
include: (i) the nunber of custonmers participating statew de, including
the nunber of |owincone custoners or custoners |ocated in di sadvant aged
conmmunities as defined by section 75-0111 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, (ii) a list of participating utilities; (iii) the nunber of
events that required denand response or curtailnent under the program
including the total anmpunt of energy <curtailed or otherwise reduced.
statewide, and by each wutility, as well as the nunber of custoners
affected; (iv) an accounting of all bill credits provided to custoners
statewide, and by participating utility; and (v) the total anpunt of
noney provi ded under this program Such report may be included as a
distinct section of any other report required to be made public and
submtted to the legislature pursuant to this chapter, or section one
hundred sixty-four of the executive | aw

9. The departnent shall, within sixty days of the effective date of
this section, pronmulgate any rules and requl ations necessary to effectu-
ate this program No custoner may be enrolled or funds disbursed prior
to the adoption of rules and regulations required by this subdivision.

§ 2. Title 1-A of article 5 of the public authorities law is anmended
by adding a new section 1020-nn to read as foll ows:

8 1020-nn. Excelsior power program The authority is hereby author-
ized, pursuant to appropriation, to disburse funds received fromthe
departnent of public service for the inplenentation of the excelsior
power program pursuant to section fifty-three-b of the public service
law to custoners enrolled in such programin the formof bill credits.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.

PART RR

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new article
1-Ato read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 1-A
STATE OFFICE OF THE UTILITY CONSUVER ADVOCATE
Section 28. Definitions.
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28-a. Establishnent of the state office of the utility consuner

advocat e.
28-b. Powers of the state office of the utility consuner advo-
cate.

28-c. Reports.

8 28. Definitions. As used in this article the following terns shal
have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Residential utility custonmer" neans any person who is sold or
offered for sale residential utility service by a utility conpany.

2. "Uility conpany" neans any person or entity operating an agency
for public service, including, but not linmted to, those persons or
entities subject to the jurisdiction, supervision, and requlations
prescribed by or pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. "Utility
conpany" shall include any service provider under contract with the lLong
I sland power authority pursuant to title one-A of article five of the
public authorities |law as added by chapter 517 of the |laws of 1986.

3. "Ofice" neans the state office of the utility consuner advocate
established pursuant to this article.

8 28-a. Establishnent of the state office of the wutility consuner
advocate. There is hereby established the state office of the utility
consuner advocate, to represent the interests of utility custoners. The
office shall be led by the wutility consuner advocate, who shall be
appointed by the governor to a termof six years, upon the advice and
consent of the senate. The utility consuner advocate shall possess know
| edge and experience in matters affecting utility custoners. The utility
consuner advocate shall not be renobved for cause but may be renpved only
after notice and opportunity to be heard, and only for pernmanent disa-
bility, nalfeasance, a felony, or conduct involving npral turpitude
Exercise of independent judgnent in advocating positions on behalf of
utility custoners shall not constitute cause for renpval of the wutility
consuner advocate..

8 28-b. Powers of the state office of the utility consuner advocate.
1. The consuner utility advocate shall have the power and duty to:

(a) be responsible for the direction, control, and operation of the
office, including its hiring of staff and retention of experts for anal-
ysis and testinony in proceedings;

(b) exercise their independent discretion in determ ning whether to
participate in or initiate any proceeding and in such discretion shal
consider the public interest, the resources available, and the substan-
tiality of the effect of the proceeding on the interests of utility
cust oners;

(c) exercise their independent discretion in deternmining the interests
of wutility custoners that will be advocated for in any proceeding and
in such discretion, shall consider the public interest, the resources
available, and the substantiality of the effect of such interests to
utility custoners; and

(d) represent the interests of utility custoners as a party or other-
wise participate for the purpose of representing the interests of such
custoners before any authorities, agencies or courts. The utility
consuner advocate nmay initiate proceedings if in their judgnent doing so
nay be necessary in connection with any matter involving the actions or
reqgulation of utility conpanies whether on appeal or otherwise initi-
at ed. The utility consuner advocate may nonitor all cases before regu-
latory agencies in the United States, including the federal communi-
cations commssion and the federal energy reqgulatory conm ssion that
affect the interests of utility custoners of the state and may formally
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participate in those proceedings which in their judgnment warrants such
participation.

2. The office shall have the power and duty to:

(a) initiate, intervene in, or participate on behalf of utility
custoners in any proceedings before the commi ssion or the departnent of
public service, the federal energy regulatory conm ssion, the federa
communi cations conm ssion, federal, state and local administrative and
regulatory agencies, and state and federal courts in any matter or
proceedings that may substantially affect the interests of utility
custoners, including, but not limted to, a proposed change of rates,
charges, terns and conditions of service, the adoption of rules, requ-
lations, gquidelines, orders, standards or final policy decisions where
the utility consuner advocate deens such initiation, intervention, or
participation to be necessary or appropriate;

(b) represent the interests of utility custoners of the state before
federal, state and |local administrative and regulatory agencies engaged
in the reqgulation of energy., tel econmunications, water, and other utili-
ty services, and before state and federal courts in actions and
proceedings to review the actions of utilities or orders of utility
reqgulatory agencies. Any action or proceedings brought by the utility
consuner advocate before a court or an agency shall be brought in the
nane of the state office of the utility consuner advocate. The utility
consuner advocate may join with any utility custonmer or group of utility
custoners in bringing an action

c) accept and investigate conplaints fromlong |Island power authorit
custoners, attenpt to nediate such conplaints where appropriate, direct-
ly with the authority or their service provider, and refer conplaints to
the appropriate state and local entity authorized by law to take action
with respect to such conplaints;

(d) hold forums in the service territory of each utility conpany to
educate utility custoners about utility-related matters and the requl a-
tory process, opportunities to lower energy costs through nethods,
including but not limted to, energy efficiency, distributed generation
bill assistance, or affordability prograns, and other matters affecting
such custoners:;

(e) request and receive fromany state or local authority, agency,
departnent or division of the state or political subdivision such
assistance, personnel. infornmation., books., records, other docunentation
and cooperation necessary to performtheir duties; and

(f) enter into cooperative agreenents with other governnent offices to
efficiently carry out their work.

3. The utility consuner advocate and the office shall, as enpowered
under this article, prioritize actions that will substantially affect
the interests and affordability of residential utility custoners.

8 28-c. Reports. On or before July first, two thousand twenty-seven

and annually thereafter, the office shall issue a report to the governor
and the leqgislature, and make such report available to the public free
of charge on a publicly available website. Such report shall include,

but not be limted to, the follow ng:

1. all proceedings that the office participated in and the outcone of
such proceedings, to the extent of such outcone, and if not confiden-
tial;

2. estimated savings to utility custoners that resulted frominter-
vention by the office, with delineation between residential and non-re-
sidential custoners;
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3. anonymized information detailing the nunber of consuner conplaints
received pursuant to paragraph (c) of subdivision two of section twen-
ty-eight-b of this article;

4. all foruns that the office held, pursuant to paragraph (d) of
subdi vision two of section twenty-eight-b of this article, and infornma-
tion relevant to such foruns that includes, but is not limted to: the
nunber of participants, |location, and any other information related to
such foruns the utility consuner advocate deens appropriate; and

5. policy recomendations and suggested statutory anendnents as the
office deens necessary and appropriate.

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 94-a of the executive |law i s REPEALED

8 3. This act shall take effect Cctober 1, 2026. Effective imedi ate-
ly, the addition, amendnment, and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut horized to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.

PART SS

Section 1. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority ("the authority")
shall take necessary steps to establish and inplenent a fare-free bus
pilot programwithin the city of New York. The authority shall present
the fare-free bus pilot programto its board for approval no later than
60 days after the effective date of this act, for inplenentation no
| ater than 90 days after board adoption.

8 2. The purpose of the fare-free bus pilot programshall be to under-
stand the inpact of fare-free bus routes on ridership, quality of life
i ssues, bus speed performance, operations, and related issues as the
authority deens rel evant.

8 3. The fare-free bus pilot programshall consist of five fare-free
bus routes and shall cost no nore than fifteen mllion dollars in net
operating costs. Net operating costs shall be determ ned by the total
costs of inplementing the fare-free bus pilot program and shall not
accrue to the city of New York.

8 4. The fare-free bus routes included in the fare-free bus pil ot
program shall be selected by the authority, provided that there shall be
at | east one fare-free bus route within each of the following counties:
Kings County, New York County, Queens County, Richnond County and Bronx
County. The factors considered by the authority in selecting such fare-
free bus routes shall include but not be linmted to: (a) fare evasion;
(b) ri dership, i ncl udi ng subway ridership and ridership on
adj acent/redundant bus routes; (c) service adequacy and equity for |ow
i ncone and econoni cal |y di sadvantaged communities; and (d) access to
enpl oynent and comercial activity in areas served by the fare-free
routes.

8 5. No express bus routes shall be included in the fare-free bus
pi |l ot program

8 6. The authority shall report to its board on the fare-free bus
pilot programafter it has been in effect for six nmonths and again upon
the conclusion of the pilot. Such reports shall also be sent to the
Governor, the tenporary president of the Senate, and the speaker of the
Assenbly, and shall include, but not be Ilimted to, the follow ng
conmparative performance netrics: (a) ridership totals relative to equiv-
alent tine periods before the pilots took effect; (b) increases or
decreases in fare evasion on adjacent/redundant bus routes and subways
during the fare-free bus pilot programrelative to the equivalent tinme
period before the fare-free bus pilot programtook effect; (c) service
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delivered; (d) average end-to-end bus speed changes; (e) customer jour-
ney time performance; (f) additional bus stop time and travel tinme; (Q)
wait assessnents; (h) the cost to provide such service item zed by
route; and (i) any other inpacts associated with and resulting from such
fare-free bus pilot program

8 7. The fare-free bus routes shall revert to regular revenue service
six to twelve nonths after the fare-free bus pil ot program begins.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART TT

Section 1. This part enacts into | aw major conponents of |egislation
relating to affordabl e energy. Each conponent is wholly contai ned within
a subpart identified as Subparts A through B. The effective date for
each particular provision contained within such Subpart is set forth in
the last section of such Subpart. Any provision in any section contained
within a Subpart, including the effective date of the Subpart, which
makes a reference to a section "of this act", when wused in connection
with that particular conponent, shall be deened to nmean and refer to the
correspondi ng section of the Subpart in which it is found. Section three
of this act sets forth the general effective date of this act.

SUBPART A
Section 1. The | egislature hereby finds and declares that:

(a) Access to public utility service that is provided at affordable
and reasonable rates is central to the health, welfare, and econony of

the state. Nearly all aspects of the state rely on the provision of
el ectric and/or gas service to: heat and cool hones, offices, and facto-
ries; illumnate buildings; cook nmeals; charge vehicles; manufacture new

products; and power the countless appliances, nachines, devices, tech-
nol ogies, and infrastructure that serve as the backbone of the nodern
digital era.

(b) For well over a century, the provision of utility service by inve-
stor-owned corporations has been recognized as serving an essential
public function, lawfully subject to conprehensive and systematic regu-
lation by the state to protect and pronote the public interest. Under
this system of regulation, which has been repeatedly upheld by federa
and state courts, the obligation to provide fair and reasonable utility
rates does not entitle utility corporations to an inmutable and absol ute
right to profit, but instead grants great deference to the state to act
in the public interest.

(c) The burden of rising energy costs is becoming increasingly acute
and threatens the general prosperity of the state. Utility rates have
hit an all-tinme high, as have utility corporation's profits, and the
i ncreased costs are being borne by all ratepayers. To further worsen the
situation, the current rate structure disproportionately burdens resi-
dential custoners with relatively |ow energy usage, particularly those
with | ower or fixed incones.

(d) Uility service is a natural nonopoly, and outside of the
provi sion of compdity service, New Yorkers do not have a say in who
provides them utility service. Wiile utilities are allowed to recover
the actual costs of providing service as well as a reasonable rate of
return on their investnent, the actual rates and charges passed on to
custoners are a matter of public concern and have been regulated by the
state for well over a century. Further, utility nonopolies have no mark-
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et -based incentive to | ower costs, absent the intervention of the |egis-
|l ature or the public service commi ssion.

(e) As the state enters further into the twenty-first century, the
el ectric and gas system faces new chall enges including rapidly increas-
i ng demand and shifting patterns of usage. Aside froma series of orders
by the commission in the 1990's |imting their control over the costs of
generation and deregulating the utility industry, the current nodel of
regul ation and rate setting has remained |argely unchanged since the
dawn of the public service comrission. In light of the all-time high
utility rates, and recent changes in financial markets, nmethods of
acquiring capital, the globalization of the utility industry, and the
shifting needs of utility custoners, a reexamination of the rationality
and nmerits of the current utility regulatory nodel is appropriate.

(f) Any additional increase in utility rates, on top of the countless
ot her energy burdens facing the state such as federally inposed tariffs,
high interest rates, |lingering inflation, and the reduced federa
support of financial energy assistance and clean energy transition
prograns, could have a harnful and ruinous effect on the health, welfare
and econony of the state.

8 2. (a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary or any order of the
public service comm ssion adopted prior to the effective date of this
section, for a period comrencing on the effective date of this section
and ending twenty-four nonths thereafter, the public service comi ssion
shall not adopt, approve, or otherw se take any action that would effec-
tuate a major change in rates or charges. Such actions shall include, in
relation to the rates and charges for the provision of electric or gas
services by a utility corporation: (i) the approval of any matter relat-
ing to a major change in rates or charges; (ii) the adoption or approval
of nodifications to a tariff or schedule of rates or charges, including
the inplementation or effectuation of an order adopted prior to the
effective date of this section, which would result in a major change in
rates or charges; and the issuance of any reconmendation that would
result in a nmpjor change in rates or charges submitted for review by the
Long Island power authority, or its designated service provider, pursu-
ant to section one thousand twenty-f of the public authorities |aw

(b) Notwithstanding any lawto the contrary, for a period comencing
on the effective date of this section and ending twenty-four nonths
thereafter, the Long Island power authority shall not request, submt
for recomrendation to the public service conmni ssion, adopt, approve, or
ot herwi se take any action on a matter relating to a change in rates or
charges for the provision of electric service, including the adoption or
modi fi cation of any contract for the provision of electric service, that
woul d result in a major change to such rates or charges.

8 3. (a) There is hereby established a tenporary conmission to be
known as the blue ribbon comr ssion on residential affordability through
energy savings, or RATES conmi ssion, to study the causes and origins of
rising utility rates and to recomrend any actions or reforns to reduce
such rates.

(b) The bl ue ribbon comr ssion shall be conposed of twelve appointed
voting menbers, the chairperson of the public service conm ssion, and
the presidents of the New York state energy devel opnment authority, the
New York power authority, and the Long Island power authority, or their
designees, as well as a total of three non-voting residential ratepay-
ers, wth the governor, tenporary president of the senate, and speaker
of the assenbly each appointing one. Voting nmenbers shall include:

(i) four non-agency nenbers to be appointed by the governor;
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(ii) three nmenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(iii) three menbers to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(iv) one nmenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate;
and

(v) one nmenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly;

(c) (i) The blue ribbon conmi ssion, by a majority vote, shall elect a
chairperson and any ot her necessary officers;

(ii) Each menber of the blue ribbon comm ssion shall have one vote
and a majority of the total nunmber of voting nenbers which the blue
ri bbon conmi ssi on woul d have were there no vacancies, shall constitute a
quorum and shall be required for the blue ribbon comm ssion to conduct
busi ness; provi ded, however, that no business shall be conducted prior
to the initial appointnent of all voting nenbers;

(iii) Any vacancies shall be filled in the nmanner that provided for
the initial appointnent;

(iv) Al meetings of the blue ribbon comm ssion shall be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of article seven of the public officers
| aw; and

(v) The blue ribbon comission shall neet at |east every other nonth,
but may neet as frequently as its business may require, and shall hold
at | east one public hearing prior to the adoption of the report required
by paragraph (f) of this section.

(d) (i) Menbers shall have professional or academ c expertise in one
or nore of the followi ng areas: utility regulation and oversight; rate-
payer or consumer advocacy; utility management and admini stration; ener-
gy or public utility law, utility systenms; commodity market regulation;
and energy or public utility econom cs.

(ii) Menbers shall receive no conpensation for their services but
shal |l be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties;

(iii) The chairperson of the blue ribbon comi ssion shall be responsi-
ble for hiring any staff of the blue ribbon conm ssion, with the consent
of the conm ssion nenbers; and

(iv) Notwi thstanding the provisions of any general, special, or |ocal
| aw, ordinance or city charter to the contrary, no nenber, officer, or
enpl oyee of the blue ribbon comr ssion shall be disqualified from hol d-
ing any other public office or enploynent, nor shall they forfeit any
such office or enploynent by reason of their appointnment to the blue
ri bbon conmmi ssion

(e)(i) The blue ribbon comm ssion nmay request and shall receive from
any subdivi sion, departnent, board, bureau, comn ssion, office, agency,
or other instrunentality of the state or of any political subdivision
thereof, including, but not Ilimted to, the departnment of public
service, the public service commission, and the Long Island power
authority, such facilities, assistance and data as it deens necessary or
desirable for the proper execution of its powers and duties; and

(ii) The blue ribbon commission, to facilitate the devel opnent of the
recomendations required by this section, and provided that such comm s-
sion takes measures to protect private information, shall have the power
to exam ne the accounts, books, contracts, records, documents, nenoran-
da, and papers of any utility corporation under the jurisdiction of the
public service commi ssion or the Long |sland power authority.

(f) No later than eighteen nonths after the effective date of this
section, the blue ribbon comm ssion, shall devel op, and after a superma-
jority vote of the blue ribbon comm ssion, which shall include at | east
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one nenber appointed by the governor, tenporary president of the senate,
and speaker of the assenbly, adopt and make public on the departnent of
public service's website, and deliver to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly, a report,
whi ch at a m nimum shall include:

(i) an identification of the causes and origins of rising utility
rates, and the relative inpacts of each such cause

(ii) an examnation of the current regulatory nodel of public utili-
ties, including:

(1) the regulatory role of the public service conmssion over the
costs and market prices of electricity generation;

(2) the nerits of any public service conm ssion orders or actions
limting the oversight or regulation of electric generation, in light of
the jurisdiction assigned to them under section 5 of the public service
| aw;

(3) the effects of any existing linmtations on the ability of utility
corporations to construct, own, and operate generating assets;

(4) enbedded cost of service nodeling or asset cost distributions, and
its effects on the residential price of electric and gas service
particularly for |ow use custoners; and

(5) the nethodology used to deternine a utility corporation's return
on equity, the reasonabl eness of current conmm ssion-approved returns,
di vergence between such returns and the returns of capital investments
of simlar risk, and ways in which the fiscal inmpacts of such returns on
ratepayers can be mnimzed and made nore transparent.

(iii) an evaluation of the inpacts of increased demand on conmodity
and delivery costs, and the sufficiency of current and projected el ec-
tric supply to neet such increased demands;

(iv) an exam nation of the current treatnment of custoner arrears, and
implications for rates;

(v) an examination of existing energy affordability prograns, their
ef fectiveness and participation rates, as well as the nerits of a
centralized office to coordinate and stream ine the adm nistration of
energy affordability prograns across state agencies, authorities, and
of fi ces;

(vi) an exami nation of actions being taken in other states and juris-
dictions to lower residential utility rates;

(vii) an exam nation of the governance structure and powers of al
federally designated bul k system operators, and inplications for whol e-
sale electric prices;

(viii) an exam nation of utility corporation cost managenent practices
that could be effectively replicated by other utility corporations;

(ix) an exam nation of current commodity pricing nodels and conmodity
mar ket design, including nethodologies that enploy uniformclearing
prices above the lowest valid bids, and an exani nati on of any strategies
enpl oyed by actors in these markets that nay underm ne narket conpeti-
tiveness;

(x) an assessment of opportunities to subsidize prograns and oper-
ations conducted pursuant to orders of the public service conmi ssion by
utility corporations and the New York state energy research and devel op-
ment authority through revenues or funds of the state;

(xi) reconmendations for elinminating future excess profits based on an
eval uation of the findings of Subpart B;

(xii) recommendations related to subsequent rate changes; and
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(xiii) other recommendations to the legislature and the public service
comm ssion regarding prudent and feasible actions that nay be taken to
| ower or stabilize utility rates.

(g) The blue ribbon conm ssion shall be deened dissol ved sixty days
after the publication of the report required pursuant to subdivision (f)
of this section.

8 4. For purposes of this act, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng nmeani ngs:
(a) "Mjor change" shall nmean an increase in the rates and charges

whi ch woul d i ncrease the aggregate revenues of the wutility corporation
nmore than the lesser of three hundred thousand dollars or two and one-
hal f percent.

(b) "Wility corporation"” shall nean any "gas corporation", "electric
corporation", or "conbined gas and el ectric corporation", as such terns
are defined in section 2 of the public service |law and shall not include
nmuni ci palities.

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately; provided however that
section two of this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed twenty-four
nont hs after such date

SUBPART B

Section 1. (a) The public service comm ssion, in consultation with the
New York state energy research and devel opnent authority, shall devel op
a nethodology to identify any excess profits resulting fromthe partic-
i pation of electric generating facilities in the federally designated
bul k system operator's short-term electric commodity markets. Such
met hodol ogy shall include an analysis of financial data from the elec-
tric generating facilities and the federally designated bul k system
operator and shall take into account all costs, revenues, and ratepayer
funded subsidi es. Such net hodol ogy shall also, at a m ni mum neasure:

1. any difference between the price of bids for the sale of electric-
ity, formally submtted by owners or operators of electric generating
facilities in the state to the federally designated bul k system oper a-
tor's short-termcommodity markets, and the price such owners or opera-
tors received in excess of such bid; and

2. any difference between the price of bids for the sale of electric-
ity, formally submitted by owners or operators of electric generating
facilities in the state to the federally designated bul k system opera-
tor's short-termcomobdity markets, and actual operating costs of such
el ectric generating facilities.

(b) Electric generating facilities and the federally designated bul k
system operator shall provide any requested information to the conms-
sion in a tinmely manner.

(c) The conmmission shall identify and assess any excess profits, using
t he nmet hodol ogy established pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section,
that are attributable to any owner or operator of electric generating
facilities, beginning January first, two thousand twenty-six, and in an
ongoi ng nmanner thereafter

(d) The conm ssion shall deliver each assessnent in a tinely manner to
the relevant owner or operator of an electric generating facility and
shall, in a manner determ ned by the commission, require remttance to
the state of any anount assessed.

(e) The commission, no |ater than February first, two thousand twen-
ty-seven, shall have fulfilled the requirenments of this act and shal
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deliver a sumary of such nethodol ogy, assessnents, and remittances to
the | egislature and post such sunmmary to the conm ssion's website.

(f) As wused in this act the following terns shall have the foll ow ng
meani ngs:

1. "Electric generating facility" shall have the sane neaning as
defined in section 575-a of the real property tax |aw.

2. "Conmi ssion" shall nean the public service conmm ssion.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

8 2. Severability clause. If any cl ause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
inmpair, or invalidate the remnainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
nment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Subparts A through B of this act shal
be as specifically set forth in the last section of such Subparts.

PART UU

Section 1. Item (ii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph 35 of subsection
(i) of section 3216 of the insurance |aw, as anended by chapter 62 of
the |l aws of 2023, is amended to read as foll ows:

(ii) where the policy provides coverage for physician services, such
policy shall include benefits for outpatient care provided by a psychia-
trist or psychologist licensed to practice in this state, a |I|icensed
clinical social worker wthin the [|awful scope of [his—e+—her] such
licensed clinical social worker's practice, who is |licensed pursuant to
article one hundred fifty-four of the education law, a nental health
counselor, marriage and fam|ly therapist, creative arts therapist, or
psychoanal yst licensed pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of
the education law, a nurse practitioner licensed to practice in this
state, or a professional <corporation or university faculty practice
corporation thereof. Nothing herein shall be construed to nodify or
expand the scope of practice of a nental health counselor, marriage and
fam |y therapist, creative arts therapist, or psychoanalyst |icensed
pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the education |aw.
Further, nothing herein shall be construed to create a new nandated
health benefit.

8 2. Subparagraph (A) of paragraph 4 of subsection (l) of section 3221
of the insurance |law, as anmended by chapter 62 of the laws of 2023, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(A) Every insurer delivering a group policy or issuing a group policy
for delivery, in this state, that provides reinbursenent for psychiatric
or psychological services or for the diagnosis and treatment of nental
health conditions, however defined in such policy, by physicians,
psychiatrists or psychologists, shall provide the sane coverage to
i nsureds for such services when perfornmed by a licensed clinical social
worker, within the lawful scope of [his—e+—her] such licensed clinical
social worker's practice, who is |licensed pursuant to article one
hundred fifty-four of the education |aw and nental health counsel ors,
marriage and famly therapists, creative arts therapists, and psychoana-
lysts licensed pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the educa-
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tion law, within the | awful scope of [his—e+—her] such nental health
counselor's, marriage and/or famly therapist's, creative arts thera-
pist's, or psychoanalyst's practice. Nothing herein shall be construed
to nodify or expand the scope of practice of a nmental health counsel or
marriage and famly therapist, creative arts therapist, or psychoanal yst
licensed pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the education
| aw. Further, nothing herein shall be construed to create a new nmandat ed
health benefit.

8 3. Item(ii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph 5 of subsection (l) of
section 3221 of the insurance |aw, as anmended by chapter 62 of the |aws
of 2023, is amended to read as follows:

(ii) where the policy provides coverage for physician services, it
shal |l include benefits for outpatient care provided by a psychiatrist or
psychol ogist Ilicensed to practice in this state, or a nental health
counselor, marriage and fanmily therapist, creative arts therapist, or
psychoanal yst licensed pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of
the education law, or a licensed clinical social worker wthin the
| awful scope of [his—oer——he+r] such licensed clinical social worker's
practice, who is licensed pursuant to article one hundred fifty-four of
the education law, a nurse practitioner licensed to practice in this
state, or a professional corporation or university faculty practice
corporation thereof. Nothing herein shall be construed to nodify or
expand the scope of practice of a mental health counselor, narriage and
famly therapist, creative arts therapist, or psychoanal yst |icensed
pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the education |aw
Further, nothing herein shall be construed to create a new nmandated
health benefit.

8 4. Paragraph 2 of subsection (g) of section 4303 of the insurance
| aw, as anended by chapter 62 of the | aws of 2023, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(2) where the contract provides coverage for physician services such
contract shall provide benefits for outpatient care provided by a
psychiatrist or psychologist licensed to practice in this state, or a
mental health counselor, nmarriage and famly therapist, creative arts
therapist, or psychoanalyst |icensed pursuant to article one hundred
sixty-three of the education law, or a licensed clinical social worker
within the lawful scope of [his—e+—her] such licensed clinical social
worker's practice, who is licensed pursuant to article one hundred
fifty-four of the education law, a nurse practitioner licensed to prac-
tice in this state, or professional corporation or wuniversity faculty
practice corporation thereof. Nothing herein shall be construed to nodi -
fy or expand the scope of practice of a nmental health counsel or,
marriage and famly therapist, creative arts therapist, or psychoanal yst
licensed pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the education
|l aw. Further, nothing herein shall be construed to create a new mandat ed
health benefit.

8 5. Subsection (n) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw, as anended
by chapter 62 of the |aws of 2023, is anended to read as foll ows:

(n) Every health service or nedical expense indemity corporation
issuing a group contract pursuant to this section or a group remittance
contract for delivery in this state which contract provides reinburse-
ment to subscribers or physicians, psychiatrists or psychol ogists for
psychiatric or psychol ogi cal services or for the diagnosis and treat nent
of nental health conditions, however defined in such contract, nust
provide the sanme coverage to persons covered under the group contract
for such services when perfornmed by a licensed clinical social worker,
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within the |awful scope of [his—e+—her] such licensed clinical socia
worker's practice, who is licensed pursuant to article one hundred
fifty-four of the education |aw and a nental health counselor, marriage
and famly therapist, creative arts therapist, or psychoanal yst |icensed
pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the education |aw. Noth-
ing herein shall be construed to nodify or expand the scope of practice
of a nmental health counselor, marriage and family therapist, creative
arts therapist, or psychoanalyst |I|icensed pursuant to article one
hundred sixty-three of the education law. Further, nothing herein shal

be construed to create a new nandated health benefit. The state board

for social work shall maintain a list of all licensed clinical social
workers qualified for reinbursement under this subsection. The state
board for nmental health practitioners shall nmaintain a list of al

licensed nental health counselors, marriage and famly therapists, crea-
tive arts therapists, or psychoanalysts qualified for reinbursenent
under this subsection

8 6. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to al
policies and contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered or anended on
or after such effective date.

8 2. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
inmpair, or invalidate the remminder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even iif such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 3. This act shall take effect i mediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through UU of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.




