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STATE OF NEW YORK

9980

| N SENATE

April 20, 2026

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to reducing the
response tine for securing downed wires to one hour upon notice

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (xi) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 21 of
section 66 of the public service law, as separately amended by chapter
743 of the laws of 2022 and chapter 38 of the laws of 2024, is anmended
to read as follows:

(xi) appropriate safety precautions regarding electrical hazards,
including plans to physically respond to and pronptly secure downed
wires wthin [thiry—six—hows] one hour of notification of the |ocation
of such downed wires froma nunicipal energency [etHeial] responder;

8§ 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 21 of section 66 of the public
service law, as added by section 4 of part X of chapter 57 of the |aws
of 2013, is amended to read as follows:

(c) The commission is authorized to open an investigation to review
the perfornmance of any corporation in restoring service or otherw se
nmeeting the requirenents of the energency response plan during an ener-
gency event. |If, after evidentiary hearings or other investigatory
proceedi ngs, the conmi ssion finds that the corporation failed to reason-
ably inplenent its energency response plan or the length of such corpo-
ration's outages were nmaterially longer than they would have been
because of such corporation's failure to reasonably inplenent its ener-
gency response plan, the corporation shall be subject to a fine in an
amount to be determ ned by the departnent pursuant to subdivision two of
section twenty-five of this chapter, and the conmission nmay deny the
recovery of any part of the service restoration costs caused by such
failure, commensurate with the degree and inpact of the service outage;
provi ded, however, that nothing herein limts the conm ssion's authority
to otherwise conmence a proceeding pursuant to sections twenty-four,
twenty-five and twenty-five-a of this chapter

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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