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STATE OF NEW YORK

9964

| N SENATE

April 20, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to prohibiting
public utilities from passing along the cost of site investigation and
renedi ation efforts on to rate payers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new article
12 to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 12
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Section 240. Definitions.
241. limtations on rates.
8 240. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terns have the foll owi ng neanings:
1. "Public utility" nmeans a public utility conpany or a public utility
corporation subject to the provisions of this chapter.

2. "Site investigation and renediation expenses" neans expenses
related to all investigation and renediation activity to address al
soil contaminants listed in 6 NYCRR 375-678 and all contam nants for

which soil clean-up objectives are set under the commissioner of envi-
ronnmental conservation's policy fifty-one fromvarious sources, includ-
ing, but not limted to petroleumor chemical spills, PFAS substances
utilization, dunping., forner gas manufacturing operations, and forner
factory operations; and to achieve water quality standards under 6 NYCRR
703. "Site investigation and renediation expenses" includes expenses
for renediation neasures necessitated at brownfield sites and state or
federal superfund sites.

3. "Perfluoroal kyl and pol yf |l uor oal kyl subst ances" or " PEAS
subst ances" neans a class of fluorinated organic chenicals containing at
|l east one fully fluorinated carbon atom

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
LBD13816- 02- 6



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 9964 2

8§ 241. lLimtations on rates. 1. The foll ow ng expenses, whether paid
directly or indirectly, through reinbursenent or otherw se, incurred by
a public wutility may not be included or incorporated in operating
expenses to be recovered from consuners in rates, tariffs or other
char ges:

(a) expenses or other charges for site investigation and renediation
expenses; or

(b) fines, penalties, or expenses or other charges for legal services
or other advisory or consulting services related to site investigation
and renedi ation obligations.

2. On or before Decenber thirty-first, tw thousand twenty-seven, and
annually thereafter, each public wutility with nore than seventy-five
thousand custoners shall submit to the conmmission a report, in a form
prescribed by the conmission., containing a witten, item zed description
of any expenses that may not be included or incorporated in the public
utility's operating expenses under subdivision one of this section. For
each expense, the report nust include the date, the payee, the anount
and a description of the purpose of the expense and any other inforna-
tion deened relevant by the conm ssion.

3. The public utility shall nmake available for public inspection al
materials filed with the conmmission in accordance with subdivision two
of this section. The conmi ssion shall neke available the annual reports
filed by public utilities in accordance with this section on its public-
|y accessible website with notice of the availability of the reports
pronminently displayed on the website.

§ 2. Section 5 of the public service law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. The conmmission shall adopt and inplenent rules and regulations
necessary to inplenent the provisions of section two hundred forty-one
of this chapter.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




