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STATE OF NEW YORK

9946

| N SENATE

April 16, 2026

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to establishing the New
York state transportation nodernization grant program and the trans-
portation nodernization advisory committee; and nmaking an appropri-
ation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 73 of the education law is anmended by adding a new

part 3-Ato read as foll ows:
PART [11-A

NEW YORK STATE TRANSPORTATI ON MODERNI ZATI ON GRANT PROGRAM
Section 3639. Definitions.

3639-a. New  York state transportation nodernization grant

program

3639-b. Transportation nodernization advisory conmittee.

3639-c. Application process.

3639-d. Reporting requirenents.

8 3639. Definitions. For the purposes of this part, the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Charter school"” shall nean a charter school established pursuant
to article fifty-six of this chapter

2. "Eligible entity" shall nmean a county, city, town, public schoo
district, charter school, <child day care as such termis defined by
section three hundred ninety of the social services |law, board of coop-
erative educational services, non-profit organization, or any other
entity deened eligible by the advisory comittee.

3. "New York state transportation nodernization grant program® or
"grant programl’ shall nean the New York state transportation noderniza-
tion grant programestablished in section thirty-six hundred thirty-
nine-a of this part.

4, "Parent" shall nean a person in parental relation to a child, as
that termis defined by subdivision ten of section two of this chapter.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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5. "Transportation nodernization advisory commttee" or "advisory
conmttee" shall nean the transportation npdernization advisory comit-
tee established in section thirty-six hundred thirty-nine-b of this
part.

6. "Upstate New York" shall nean all counties within the state other
than Bronx, Queens, Kings, New York, Richnond, Nassau., Suffolk and West-
chester.

8 3639-a. New York state transportation nodernization grant program
1. There is hereby established in the departnent, the New York state
transportation nodernization grant programto inprove the efficiency,
accessibility and reliability of student transportation services in
upstate New York.

2. (a) The parent of a student in upstate New York may apply to the
advisory conmittee to participate in the grant programfor nonthly
transportation grants not to exceed eighty dollars a nonth, except as
otherwi se provided by paragraph (b) of this subdivision, if the foll ow
ing conditions are net:

(i) The parent's child or children attend either:

(A) a public school; or

(B) a charter school; and

(ii) The parent either:

(A) has an annual household incone equal to or less than three hundred
percent of the federal poverty level, as adjusted annually for household
size and expressed in equivalent annual salary thresholds; or

(B) lives within fifteen mles of the school district boundary of the
selected school in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, but transporta-
tion is not available to such parent's child pursuant to section thir-
ty-six hundred thirty-five of this article.

(b) Subject to review and determ nation by the advisory conmttee, a
parent transporting nore than one student to a public school or charter
school may apply for a nonthly transportation grant in excess of eighty
dol | ars.

3. An eligible entity located in upstate New York may apply to the
advisory conmittee to participate in the grant program Such eligible
entities nay use grant programawards to support the developnent and
inplenentation of innovations in public school transportation, includ-
ing, but not limted to, any of the follow ng:

(a) transportation resource sharing wth neighboring public schoo
districts or charter schools, including through the use of coordinated
routing, shared services, and joint transportation agreenents;

b) devel oping or contracting with transportation network conpanies
as such term is defined by section sixteen hundred ni nety-one of the
vehicle and traffic | aw

(c) devel oping options for reducing costs and inproving efficiencies
whi |l e enhancing access to transportation for famlies, including explor-
ing the use of fleet vehicles instead of buses and engagi ng nei ghbor hood

carpool strategies;
(d) developing and inplenenting alternative solutions to address

transportation personnel shortages or related workforce chall enges; and

(e) creating partnerships with other eligible entities to optinze
transportation routes to reduce student ride tines and ensure the safe
and effective transportation of students to and from school

4. Grants awarded pursuant to this section shall not be used to reim
burse or support existing transportation prograns, contracts or other
agreenents between public schools, charter schools and public transpor-
tation entities.
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5. Any recipient of a grant awarded pursuant to this section that is
found to have m sappropriated funds shall be termnated from the grant
progr am

8 3639-b. Transportation nodernization advisory conmmittee. 1. There is
hereby established, in the departnent, the transportati on noderni zation
advisory conmmittee to provide guidance, oversight and recommendations
regarding the inplenentation and effectiveness of the grant program
Such advisory comm ttee shall consist of fourteen nenbers appointed by
the governor as follows: (a) the comm ssioner, or their designhee, who
shall serve as chair; (b) the conmi ssioner of transportation, or their
designee; (c) two representatives of public school districts; (d) two
representatives of charter schools; (e) two representatives of 1licensed
childcare providers serving publicly funded students; (f) two represen-
tatives with expertise in transportation planning or logistics; (g) two
parents of students eligible under the grant program and (h) two repre-
sentatives from a comunity-based organization wth experience in
student transportation access.

2. The advisory comittee shall

(a) review and evaluate grant program applications and grant program
out cones;

(b) develop recommendations to inprove transportation efficiency,
reduce costs and address workforce shortages;

(c) identify best practices in student transportation., including
through the use of technology and alternative service nodels:;
d ensure that rant program.i |l erentation prioritizes househol ds

earning at or below three hundred percent of the federal poverty |evel;
and

(e) approve additional transportation-related activities consistent
with the purposes of section thirty-six hundred thirty-nine-a of this
part.

3. The advisory conmmttee shall establish and maintain an adm ni stra-
tive office to review and approve or deny grant program applications,
di sburse award funds to grant programrecipients, and ensure that grant
program awards are used for authorized purposes in accordance wth
section thirty-six hundred thirty-nine-a of this part.

4. The advisory committee shall submit an annual report by August
first of each year to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and the state conptroller detailing
gr ant program perfornmance, expenditures, and recommendations for
i nprovenent. Such annual report shall contain

a ractices used b rant programrecipients to transport students
to public schools and charter schools;

(b) a list of grant programrecipients containing the awarded grant
anpunt and a description of the purpose of the grant; and

(c) the nunber of students served by each grant programrecipient.

5. The departnent, in consultation with the departnent of transporta-
tion and the advisory commttee, shall pronulgate any rules and regu-
|l ations necessary to inplenent the provisions of this part.

6. The departnent, in consultation with the departnent of transporta-
tion and the advisory comrittee, shall ensure transparency in the adm n-
istration of the grant program by publicly reporting grant program
awards, participating entities, and any outcones related to cost
savings, efficiency inprovenents, and student access.

8 3639-c. Application process. 1. Any parent or eligible entity seek-
ing to participate in the grant programshall submt an application to
the advisory commttee in a formand nmanner designated by such conmt-
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tee. Each application shall contain an explanation of how the applicant
proposes to use the awarded grant to:

(a) inprove access to transportation for students attending a public
school district or charter school; and

(b) support transportation innovations and efficiency solutions.

2. The commttee shall rank applications for grant program awards
based upon cost effectiveness, student safety, innovation, and the
denonstrated need of an applicant.

8 3639-d. Reporting requirenents. A recipient of a grant award nade
pursuant to section thirty-six hundred thirty-nine-a of this part shal
submit a report to the advisory comrittee in a form and nanner desig-
nated by such committee. Such report shall include the foll ow ng infor-
nat i on:

1. the nunber of students served by the grant program award and the
expendi ture per student;

2. the geographic area served by the grant program award, including
the geographic distance covered in total ml eage;

3. an accounting of the use of grant program awards;

4. the involvenent by stakeholders, if applicable; and

5. any other infornmation as the advisory conmittee deens necessary.

8§ 2. The sumof fifteen mllion dollars (%$15,000,000), or so nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
education out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the |ocal assistance account, not otherw se appropriated,
and made i mredi ately avail able for the sole purpose of adm nistering the
transportati on noderni zation grant program to assist public school
districts, charter schools and certain eligible entities with noderniz-
ing transportation services, pursuant to part 3-A of article 73 of the
education | aw, as added by section one of this act. Such noneys shall be
payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the comm ssioner of education in the manner
prescribed by | aw.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective innmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




