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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. RCOLISON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the public health law, the social services law and the
famly court act, in relation to care and protection of children

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2541 of the public health law, as
added by chapter 428 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. "Children at risk" neans children who nmay experience a disability
because of nedical, biological or environmental factors which my
produce developnental delay, or infants who test positive for a
controll ed substance not prescribed by a physician, in their bl oodstream
or urine, are born dependent on such drugs or who denpbnstrate drug with-
drawal synptons, or who have been diagnosed with a condition attribut-
able to in utero exposure to illegal drugs, as determ ned by the comm s-
si oner through regul ation.

§ 2. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 1 of section 2542 of the
public health | aw, as added by chapter 428 of the laws of 1992, are
anended and a new paragraph (d) is added to read as foll ows:

(b) be coordinated with efforts to identify, |ocate and track children
conducted by other agencies responsible for services to infants and
toddlers and their famlies, including the efforts in (i) part B of the
federal individuals with disabilities education act, including early
chil dhood direction centers, (ii) the maternal and child health program
under title V of the federal social security act, including the infant
heal th assessnment program (iii) nedicaid's early periodic screening
diagnosis and treatnment programunder title XIX of the federal social
security act, and (iv) the federal supplenental security income progran.
the keeping children and famlies safe act of 2003; [ard]
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(c) provide for the identification, tracking and screening of children
at risk of devel opmental delay, using resources available through the
prograns, identified in paragraph (b) of this subdivision and such other
avail abl e resources as the conmi ssioner shall conmit to this purpose[-].
and

(d) create services and a nonitoring programfor gestational parents
who give birth to children at risk, which shall include, but not be
limted to identifying risks for the child' s wellbeing, suggesting reha-
bilitative steps for the gestational parent to mtigate such risks and
working in accordance with the early intervention programand notify the
office of children and famly services in the event that the gestationa
parent is non-conpliant in the nonitoring program

8 3. Subdivision 3 of section 2542 of the public health law, as
anended by chapter 231 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. The followi ng persons and entities, wthin tw working days of
identifying an infant or toddler suspected of having a disability [e+] .
at risk of having a disability, or who falls wunder the definition of
children at risk, shall refer such infant or toddler to the early inter-
vention official or the health officer of the public health district in
which the infant or toddler resides, as designated by the nunicipality,
but in no event over the objection of the parent nmade in accordance wth
procedures established by the department for use by such primary refer-
ral sources, unless the child has already been referred: hospi tal s,
child health care providers, day care prograns, |ocal school districts,
public health facilities, early childhood direction centers and such
other social service and health care agencies and providers as the
comm ssi oner shall specify in regulation; provided, however, that the
depart nent shal | establish procedures, including regulations if
required, to ensure that primary referral sources adequately inform the
parent or guardian about the early intervention program including
t hrough brochures and witten nmaterials created or approved by the
depart nent.

8 4. Paragraph (ii) of subdivision 4-a of section 371 of the soci al
services |aw, as added by chapter 782 of the laws of 1971, is anended
and a new paragraph (iii) is added to read as foll ows:

(ii) who has been abandoned by [his] the child' s parents or other
person legally responsible for [his] the child s care[-]; or

(iii) who is the child of a nbther who is non-conpliant with a noni-
toring program required in paragraph (d) of subdivision one of section
twenty-five hundred forty-two of the public health | aw

8 5. Paragraph (ii) of subdivision f of section 1012 of the famly
court act, as anended by chapter 666 of the |aws of 1976, is anended and
a new paragraph (iii) is added to read as foll ows:

(ii) who has been abandoned, in accordance with the definition and
other criteria set forth in subdivision five of section three hundred
eighty-four-b of the social services law, by [his] the child' s parents
or other person legally responsible for [his] the child' s care[-]; _or

(iii) who is the child of a gestational parent who is non-conpliant
with a nonitoring programrequired in paragraph (d) of subdivision one
of section twenty-five hundred forty-two of the public health [ aw

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




