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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 9917 A. 10965

SENATE - ASSEMBLY

April 14, 2026

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. WALCZYK -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmitted to the Comm ttee on Energy and
Tel ecommmuni cati ons

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A BOLOGNA -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Energy

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to authorizing nmuni-
cipalities to require a permt for certain energy projects

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. It is the intent of the |legislature
to give control of the construction of renewable energy and battery
storage systenms in our cities, towns, and villages back to the people,
where it belongs. New York is a home rule state. Qur history has been
built on the will of local communities. People get to nake decisions
over how their conmmunities |look in alnost every facet, except when it
comes to |l arge-scal e renewabl e energy projects. Renewable energy is not
a special product that gets to tranple over the rights of |ocal comuni-

ties. People should still have a say over whether or not battery storage
systems or renewable energy generating facilities are built in their
community. This legislation will protect nunicipalities fromstate over-

reach and give people the right, through their |local government, to
decide if they want renewable energy in their conmunities.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 140 of the public service |aw, as added
by section 11 of part O of chapter 58 of the laws of 2024, is amended to
read as foll ows:

1. No person shall conmence the preparation of a site for, or begin
the construction of, a najor renewable energy facility in the state, or
increase the capacity of an existing major renewable energy facility,
wi thout having first obtained a major renewable energy facility siting
permt pursuant to this article, and any pernit required by the nunici-
pality or political subdivision in which such major renewabl e energy
facility is or will be located. Any nmjor renewable energy facility
subject to this article with respect to which a siting permt is issued
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shall not thereafter be built, nmaintained, or operated except 1in
conformity with such major renewable energy facility siting permt, any
pernmit required by the nunicipality or political subdivision in which
such major renewable energy facility is or will be |located, and any
terns, limtations, or conditions contained therein, provided that noth-
ing in this subdivision shall exenpt such facility fromconpliance wth
federal |aws and regul ati ons.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 141 of the public service | aw, as added
by section 11 of part O of chapter 58 of the |laws of 2024, is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. Except as provided in paragraph (b) of subdivision five of this
section, no person shall comence the preparation of a site for, or
begin the construction of, a major electric transm ssion facility in the
state without having first obtained a siting permt pursuant to this
article, and any pernit required by the nunicipality or political subdi-
vision in which such major electric transmssion facility is or will be
| ocated. Any major electric transnmission facility subject to this arti-
cle with respect to which a siting permt is issued shall not thereafter
be built, maintained, or operated except in conformity with such siting
permit, any permit required by the nunicipality or political subdivision

in which such major electric transmission facility is or wll be
| ocat ed and any terns, limtations, or conditions contained therein,
provided that nothing in this subdivision shall exempt such facility

fromconpliance with federal |aws and regul ations.

8 4. Subdivision 2 of section 144 of the public service |law, as added
by section 11 of part O of chapter 58 of the laws of 2024, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

2. Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of law, including without [im -
tation article eight of the environnental conservation law and article
VIl of this chapter, [Re] any other state agency, departnent or authori-
ty, or any nunicipality or political subdivision in which a nmajor renew
able energy facility or major electric transmssion facility is or wll

be sited. or any agency thereof nay[——4a«ﬁﬂx——4Eh—e%ptessLy——auLheﬁkzed

o] reqU|re any approval consent perntt certlflcate contract

agreenment, or other condition for the developnent, desi gn, construction,
operation or decomm ssioning of a major renewabl e energy facility or a
maj or electric transmssion facility with respect to which an applica-

t|on for a S|t|ng perntt_ has been f|Ied[——p¢e¥+ded—+n—the—ease—ei—a

]. anth—
standing the foregoing, the departnent of environmental conservation
shall be the permitting agency for permts issued pursuant to federally
del egated or federally approved prograrns.

8 5. Section 172 of the public service law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. Notwi thstanding subdivision one of this section or any other
provision of law, any nunicipality or political subdivision in which a
maj or electric generating facility is to be sited may require any
approval, consent, permt, certificate, contract, agreenment, or other
condition for the developnent, design, construction, operation, or
deconmi ssi oning of such major electric generating facility.

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that:

(a) the anendnents to subdivision 1 of section 140 of the public
service | aw nade by section two of this act shall not affect the repeal
of such section and shall be deened repeal ed therewith
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(b) the anmendnents to subdivision 1 of section 141 of the public
service | aw made by section three of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such section and shall be deened repeal ed therewith; and

(c) the anendnents to subdivision 2 of section 144 of the public
service | aw made by section four of this act shall not affect the repeal
of such section and shall be deened repeal ed therewth.



