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STATE OF NEW YORK

9905

| N SENATE

April 13, 2026

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- (at request of the State Conptroller) --
read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Committee on Cvil Service and Pensi ons

AN ACT to amend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
the effective date of a reclassification for an accidental disability
retirenent benefit

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision g of section
63 of the retirenent and social security |law, as anmended by chapter 489
of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenmber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirement effective as of the
date of such reclassification; provided, however, for applications filed
on or after January first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's
determination of a reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirenment shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

8 2. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision g of section 363
of the retirenment and social security |law, as anended by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirenent effective as of the
date of such reclassification; provided, however, for applications filed
on or after January first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's
determination of a reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirenent shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

§ 3. Subparagraph (c) of paragraph 2 of subdivision h of section 363-
bb of the retirement and social security |law, as amended by chapter 93
of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(c) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirement effective as of the
date of such reclassification;, provided, however, for applications filed
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on or after January first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's
determnation of a reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirenent shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

8 4. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision g of section 507
of the retirenent and social security |law, as anmended by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller or applicable retirenent system board of trustees
shall consider a reclassification of the nmenber's retirenent as an acci -
dental disability retirenent effective as of the date of such reclassi-
fication;___provided, however, for applications filed on or after January
first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's determination of a
reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an accidental disability
retirement shall be effective as of the date such application is filed.

8§ 5. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision d of section 507-b
of the retirenent and social security |law, as added by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirement effective as of the
date of such reclassification; provided, however, for applications filed
on or after January first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's
determnation of a reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirenent shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

8§ 6. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision h of section 556
of the retirenment and social security law, as anended by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirenent effective as of the
date of such reclassification; provided, however, for applications filed
on or after January first., two thousand twenty-seven. the conptroller's
determination of a reclassification of the nmenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirenent shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

8 7. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision j of section 558
of the retirenent and social security |law, as added by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenmber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirement effective as of the
date of such reclassification, provided, however, for applications filed
on or after January first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's
deternmnation of a reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirenent shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

8 8. Subparagraph (c) of paragraph 2 of subdivision h of section 605
of the retirement and social security law, as anended by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(c) The head of the retirenent systemshall consider a reclassifica-
tion of the nmenber's retirenment as an accidental disability retirenent
effective as of the date of such reclassification,_ provided, however,
for applications filed on or after January first, two thousand twenty-
seven, the conptroller's determnation of a reclassification of the
nenber's retirenent as an accidental disability retirenent shall be
effective as of the date such application is filed.
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§ 9. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision h of section 605-a
of the retirenment and social security |law, as anmended by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2008, is amended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conptroller shall consider a reclassification of the nenber's
retirenent as an accidental disability retirement effective as of the
date of such reclassification; provided, however, for applications filed
on or after January first, two thousand twenty-seven, the conptroller's
determination of a reclassification of the nenber's retirenent as an
accidental disability retirement shall be effective as of the date such
application is filed.

8 10. Subparagraph (b) of paragraph 2 of subdivision ¢ of section
607-c of the retirement and social security law, as added by chapter 489
of the laws of 2008, is amended to read as foll ows:

(b) The head of the retirement system shall consider a reclassifica-
tion of the nenber's retirenment as an accidental disability retirenent
effective as of the date of such reclassification; provided, however,
for applications filed on or after January first, two thousand twenty-
seven, the conptroller's determnation of a reclassification of the
nenber's retirement as an accidental disability retirement shall be
effective as of the date such application is filed.

8 11. Notwi thstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, none
of the provisions of this act shall be subject to the appropriation
requi rement of section twenty-five of the retirenent and social security
| aw.

8§ 12. This act shall take effect immediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would change the effective date of Wrld Trade Center acci-
dental disability benefit reclassifications to be the nenber's applica-
tion filing date. Currently, the benefit comrences when the application
i s approved.

Insofar as this bill affects the New York State and Local Enpl oyees
Retirement System (NYSLERS), the additional pension benefit is expected
to average $16,000 for each approved application. Approximately 7 reti-

rees woul d be affected each year, for an annual cost of $112, 000. The
provi sions of section 25 of the RSSL shall not apply. Al costs will be
shared by the participating enployers in NYSLERS and spread over future
billing cycles.

Insofar as this bill affects the New York State and Local Police and

Fire Retirement System (NYSLPFRS), the additional pension benefit is
expected to average $26,000 for each approved application. Approximtely
33 retirees would be affected each year, for an annual cost of $858, 000.
Al  costs will be shared by the participating enployers in NYSLPFRS and
spread over future billing cycles.

Summary of rel evant resources:

Menbership data as of March 31, 2025 was used to neasure the inpact of
the bill, the same data used in the Actuarial Valuations dated April 1,
2025. Distributions and other statistics can be found in the 2025 Report
of the Actuary and the 2025 Annual Conprehensive Financial Report. The
actuarial assunptions and nmethods used are described in the 2025 Annual
Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and the Codes, Rules
and Regulations of the State of New York: Audit and Control. The fair
val ue of assets and GASB di scl osures can be found in the 2025 Fi nanci al
Statements and Suppl enmentary | nformation

Assunptions, denographics, and other considerations nmay have been
nmodi fied to better reflect specific provisions of any proposed benefit
change(s).
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This fiscal note does not constitute a |l egal opinion on the viability
of the bill, nor is it intended to serve as a substitute for the profes-
sional judgnment of an attorney.

This estimate, dated March 3, 2026, and intended for use only during
the 2026 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note Nunber 2026-58. As Chief
Actuary of the New York State and Local Retirenment System (NYSLRS), |,
Aaron Schottin Young, hereby certify that this analysis conplies wth
applicable Actuarial Standards of Practice as well as the Code of
Pr of essi onal Conduct and Qualification Standards for Actuaries |ssuing
Statements of Actuarial Opinion of the American Acadeny of Actuaries, of
which | am a nenber. | ama nenber of NYSLRS but do not believe it
inmpairs ny objectivity.



