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STATE OF NEW YORK

9872

| N SENATE

April 9, 2026

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Conmerce, Economic Devel-
opment and Sral | Busi ness

AN ACT to anend the econom c devel opnent law, in relation to establish-
ing the central New York passport programto pronote regional tourism
econom ¢ devel opnent, and cul tural engagenent across the central New
York region

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The econonic devel opnent law is anmended by adding a new
article 5-Gto read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 5-G
CENTRAL NEW YORK PASSPORT PROGRAM
Section 181-j. Short title.
181-k. lLegislative findings and intent.
181-1. Establishnent of the central New York passport program

8 181-j. Short title. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the
"central New York passport act".

8 181-k. leqgislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that
the central New York region--enconpassing the cities of Syracuse, Ulica
Rone, and Cooperstown, and the surrounding towns and villages al ong
routes 20 and 90--possesses a wealth of cultural, artistic, agricul-
tural, and recreational assets.

Despite the strength of these attractions, including the Boilernmaker
Road Race, the dimerglass Opera Festival, the Theater at Wodshill
local farnmers markets, art galleries, nuseuns, nusic venues, sporting
events, and other comunity prograns, the region lacks an integrated
nechanism for cross-pronption, coordinated event awareness, and visitor
retention.

It is therefore the intent of the legislature to establish a regiona
initiative to pronpte the collective economic and cultural interests of
central New York nmunicipalities, support |ocal businesses, and enhance
tourism through a wunified nobile platform-known as the "Central New
York Passport".

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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8 181-1. Establishnent of the central New York passport program 1
The conmissioner shall develop and inplenent a "Central New York pass-
port" pronotion program W¢thin one year of the effective date of this
article, the conm ssioner, in conjunction with Enpire State Devel opnent
and the New York state tourism advisory council, shall devel op. operate
and mrintain a nobile application and web-based platformto pronote
tourismin central New York that:

a rovides a conprehensive calendar of regional events, attractions
and activities in central New York;

(b) integrates tinetables, maps, and travel itineraries for visitors
to central New York;

(c) enables cross-pronptional ticketing deals, discounts, and sponsor-
ships anpbng participating venues, including but not linmted to restau-
rants, farners markets, local nuseuns, theaters, art galleries., novie
theaters, breweries, wineries, sporting events, and nusic venues;

(d) pronotes seasonal festivals and regional tourismcorridors along
New York state routes twenty and ninety:;

(e) allows users to create custom zed "passports" collecting stanps,
digital rewards, or points for visiting participating sites; and

(f) encourages community engagenent and |ocal comerce by linking
snmal | busi nesses and nonprofit institutions to regional event traffic.

2. Minicipalities and organizations eligible for inclusion in the
central New York passport programshall include, but not be limted to,
those within: (a) Oneida, Mdison, Onondaga, and O sego counties; (b)
the cities and towns of Syracuse, Uica, Rone, Cazenovia, Skaneateles,
and Cooperstown; and (c) adjacent villages and townships along the New
York state route twenty corridor and the New York state route ninety
corridor.

3. The departnent shall enter into nenpranda of understanding with
nuni ci pal governnents, tourismboards, and participating private enti-
ties eligible for inclusion in the central New York passport program to
ensure equitable representation and pronotional access. Participation
shall be voluntary, and incentives nmay be offered through marketing
grants or shared advertising revenue.

4. The conmmissioner nay designate a regional advisory board conposed
of representatives fromcounty tourismoffices, arts councils, chanbers
of commerce, and conmunity organizations.

5. The programshall be eligible for state tourism and econom c devel -
opnment grants, and nmmy receive public-private sponsorships and federa
mat chi ng funds where applicable. The departnment nmay contract with tech-
nology vendors or local universities for app devel opnent, data nanage-
nent, and pl atform mai nt enance

6. The departnent shall coordinate a regional launch canpaign., in
partnership with the "I Love NY" brand and participating nunicipalities,
which shall prioritize digital inclusion and ensuring accessibility for
both residents and visitors. Pronotional nmaterials shall enphasize the
central New York passport as a neans of discovering local culture

supporting endem c snall businesses, and connecting visitors across

central New York's arts, agricultural, and recreational sectors.
7. The conmissioner shall submit an annual report on the programto

the governor and the legislature no later than Decenber thirty-first of
each year. Such report shall include, but not be linted to, information
on program participation rates, tourismrevenue inpact, and user engage-
nent .

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




