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STATE OF NEW YORK

9808

| N SENATE

April 6, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. FERNANDEZ -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Budget and Revenue

AN ACT to anend the tax law, in relation to creating a tax credit for
certain househol d pet expenses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 606 of the tax lawis anended by adding a new
subsection (qqqg) to read as foll ows:

(gqgq) Credit for certain household pet expenses. (1) General. An indi-
vidual taxpayer shall be allowed a credit for taxable years beginning on
or after January first, two thousand twenty-six against the tax inposed
by this article for the cost of owning household pets. The anpunt of the
credit shall be for the actual cost of pet ownership for up to two
househol d pets, but shall not exceed the nmaxinmumcredit of one hundred
fifty dollars for everyday expenses and three hundred dollars for
nedi cal or veterinary expenses per household pet per taxable year for a
nmaxi mumtotal of nine hundred dollars per taxable year.

(2) Definitions. The termns:

(a) "household pet" shall nean any dog or cat kept for the prinmary
pur pose of conpanionship that is normally nmintained in or near the
househol d of the owner or person who cares for such donesticated aninal,
provided that keeping such aninmal is not in violation of any applicable
provisions of federal, state or local law. The term "household pet"
shall not nean:

(i) any dog or cat confined to the prenises of any public or private
hospital devoted solely to the treatnent of sick aninmals.

(ii) any dog or cat confined for the purposes of research to the prem
ises of any college or other educational or research institution.

(iii) any dog or cat confined to the preni ses of any person., firm or
corporation engaged in the business of breeding or raising dogs for
profit and licensed as a class A dealer under the Federal Laboratory
Animal Welfare Act.

(iv) any "police work dog" or "detection dog" as such terns are
defined in section one hundred eight of the agriculture and markets | aw
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(b) "actual cost of pet ownership" shall nean:

(i) nedical and veterinary expenses, which shall include, but not be
limted to, annual exans, nedications, energency care, and tests as
deened necessary by veterinarians; and

(ii) everyday expenses which shall include, but not be linted to,
food, crate, leashes, litter boxes, litter, harnesses, collars, groomng
supplies, toys, and other itenms deened essential for pet care-taking.

(3) Proof of claim The conmi ssioner may require a qualified taxpayer
to furnish proof of ownership of the household pets and proof of the
actual cost of pet ownership in support of their claimfor credit under
this subsection.

(4) Wwen credit allowed. The credit provided for in this subsection
shall be allowed with respect to the taxable vyear. comencing after
January first, two thousand twenty-six, in which the pet is owned.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to pet
adoptions in taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 2026.




