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STATE OF NEW YORK

9589

| N SENATE

March 26, 2026

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health Iaw and the social services law, in
relation to coverage for New Yorkers 1losing insurance due to the
i mpl ementation of HR 1

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 7 of article 2 of the public health aw is anmended by
addi ng a new section 268-i to read as foll ows:

8§ 268-i. State premium assistance program No later than January
first, two thousand twenty-seven, the marketplace shall establish and
administer a state premum assistance programthat offers equival ent
financial assistance to individuals who are lawfully present in the
United States and who are ineligible for the basic health program
premumtax credits, or cost sharing reductions, based on their inm-
gration status. The state prem um assi stance programshall offer equiv-
alent levels of assistance as the federal premiumtax credits and cost-
sharing reductions based on the enrollees' incones.

8§ 2. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 3 of section 369-gg of the social
services |law, as separately anended by section 2 of part BBB of chapter
56 and section 86 of chapter 669 of the laws of 2022, is anmended to read
as follows:

(d) (i) except as provided by [subparagraph—{ii+)] subparagraphs (iv)
and (v) of this paragraph, has household incone at or below two hundred
percent of the federal poverty |ine defined and annually revised by the
United States departnment of health and human services for a househol d of
t he sane size; and has househol d i ncone that exceeds one hundred thir-
ty-three percent of the federal poverty line defined and annually
revised by the United States departnment of health and human services for
a household of the sane size; however, MAG eligible noncitizens
lawful ly present in the United States with househol d i ncomes at or bel ow
one hundred thirty-three percent of the federal poverty line shall be
eligible to receive coverage for health care services pursuant to the
provisions of this title if such noncitizen would be ineligible for

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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medi cal assistance under title eleven of this article due to their immi-
gration status;

(ii) [sHp+ee%——Le—iede#aL—appFe#aL—and7%he7Hse—eﬁ—s#a%e—ﬁyndsT—Hn+ess

el I . b ol I hoir i . ;
H—++] subject to federal approval if required and the use of state

funds, unless the conm ssioner nmay use funds under subdivision seven of
this section, a pregnant individual who is eligible for and receiving
coverage for health care services pursuant to this title is eligible to
continue to receive health care services pursuant to this title during
the pregnancy and for a period of one year follow ng the end of the
pregnancy w thout regard to any change in the income of the household
that includes the pregnant individual, even if such change woul d render
the pregnant individual ineligible to receive health care services
pursuant to this title;

[~4] (iii) subject to federal approval, a child born to an individ-
ual eligible for and receiving coverage for health care services pursu-
ant to this title who would be eligible for coverage pursuant to subpar-
agraphs [&2] two or [&4)] four of paragraph (b) of subdivision [4] one
of section three hundred [and] sixty-six of [ i i
this article shall be deened to have applied for nedical assistance and
to have been found eligible for such assistance on the date of such
birth and to remain eligible for such assistance for a period of one
year[ -] .

(iv) subject to the use of state funds, an individual who is perma-
nently residing in New York state under color of law with a household
income between one hundred thirty-three and two hundred percent of the
federal poverty line shall be eligible to receive coverage for health
care services pursuant to this title regardless of the availability of
federal funding;

(v) subject to the use of state funds, an individual who is a citizen,
or lawfully present, or is permanently residing under color of lawwth
a househol d i ncone between two hundred and two hundred fifty percent of
the federal poverty line shall be eligible to receive coverage for
health care services pursuant to this title regardless of the availabil-
ity of federal funding.

An applicant who fails to nmake an applicabl e prenmium paynent, if any,
shall lose eligibility to receive coverage for health care services in
accordance with time franmes and procedures determ ned by the conm ssion-
er.

8 2-a. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 3 of section 369-gg of the soci al
services |aw, as separately amended by section 3 of part BBB of chapter
56 and section 86-a of chapter 669 of the laws of 2022, is anended to
read as foll ows:
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(d) (i) except as provided by [subparagraph—{i+3] subparagraphs (iv)
and (v) of this paragraph, has household incone at or below two hundred
percent of the federal poverty |ine defined and annually revised by the
United States departnment of health and human services for a househol d of
the sanme size; and has househol d i ncome that exceeds one hundred thir-
ty-three percent of the federal poverty line defined and annually
revised by the United States departnment of health and human services for
a household of the sane size; however, MAG eligible noncitizens
lawfully present in the United States with household inconmes at or bel ow
one hundred thirty-three percent of the federal poverty I|ine shall be
eligible to receive coverage for health care services pursuant to the
provisions of this title if such noncitizen would be ineligible for
nmedi cal assistance under title eleven of this article due to their inmm-
gration status;

(i) [suh+eeL——Le—iede+aL—app;e¥aL—andfLhe5use—e#—s%a%e—#yndsT—un+ess

3] subject to federal approval if required and the use of state
funds, wunless the comn ssioner nmay use funds under subdivision seven of
this section, a pregnant individual who is eligible for and receiving
coverage for health care services pursuant to this title is eligible to
continue to receive health care services pursuant to this title during
the pregnancy and for a period of one year followi ng the end of the
pregnancy w thout regard to any change in the income of the household
that includes the pregnant individual, even if such change woul d render
the pregnant individual ineligible to receive health care services
pursuant to this title;

[6—~] (iii) subject to federal approval, a child born to an individ-
ual eligible for and receiving coverage for health care services pursu-
ant to this title who would be eligible for coverage pursuant to subpar-
agraphs [&2] two or [&4)] four of paragraph (b) of subdivision [4] one
of section three hundred [ard] sixty-six of | | !
this article shall be deened to have applied for medical assistance and
to have been found eligible for such assistance on the date of such
birth and to remain eligible for such assistance for a period of one
year[ -] .

(iv) subject to the use of state funds, an individual who is perma-
nently residing in New York state under color of law with a household
incone between one hundred thirty-three and two hundred percent of the
federal poverty line shall be eligible to receive coverage for health
care services pursuant to this title regardless of the availability of
federal funding;

(v) subject to the use of state funds, an individual who is a citizen
or lawfully present, or is permanently residing under color of lawwth
a househol d incone between two hundred and two hundred fifty percent of
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the federal poverty line shall be eligible to receive coverage for
health care services pursuant to this title regardless of the availabil-
ity of federal funding.

An applicant who fails to nmake an applicable preni um paynent shal
lose eligibility to receive coverage for health care services in accord-
ance with tinme frames and procedures determ ned by the conmi ssi oner.

8§ 3. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 5 of section 369-gg of the social
services |law, as anmended by section 7-a of part BBB of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

(b) The conm ssioner shall establish [eest—sharing] cost-sharing obli-
gations for enrollees, subject to federal approval; provided federa
approval shall not be required for individuals receiving state funded
coverage for health services. There shall be no cost-sharing obligations
for enrollees for dental and vision services as defined in subparagraph
(ii) of paragraph (c) of subdivision one of this section; services and
supports as defined in subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (c) of subdivi-
sion one of this section; and health care services authorized under
subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) [ahd—~~] of paragraph (d) of subdivision
three of this section.

8 3-a. The opening paragraph of paragraph (a) and paragraph (b) of
subdivision 5 of section 369-gg of the social services |law, the opening
par agraph of paragraph (a) as anended by section 51 of part C of chapter
60 of the laws of 2014, and paragraph (b) as anended by section 7-b of
part BBB of <chapter 56 of the laws of 2022, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

Subj ect to federal approval, the conmm ssioner shall establish prem um
paynents enrollees shall pay to approved organi zations for coverage of
health care services pursuant to this title; provided federal approval
shall not be required for individuals receiving state funded coverage
for health services. Such prem um paynents shall be established in the
foll owi ng manner:

(b) The conm ssioner shall establish [eest—sharing] cost-sharing obli-
gations for enrollees, subject to federal approval; provided federa
approval shall not be required for individuals receiving state funded
coverage for health services. There shall be no cost-sharing obligations
for services and supports as defined in subparagraph (iii) of paragraph
(c) of subdivision one of this section; and health care services author-
i zed under subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) [ard—~] of paragraph (d) of
subdi vi sion three of this section.

8 4. Subdivision 7 of section 369-gg of the social services |aw, as
anended by section 2 of part H of chapter 57 of the laws of 2021, is
amended to read as foll ows:

7. Any funds transferred by the secretary of health and human services
to the state pursuant to 42 U. S.C. 18051(d) shall be deposited in trust.
Funds fromthe trust shall be used for providing health benefits through
an approved organization, which, at a mininmum shall include essenti al
health benefits as defined in 42 U S.C 18022(b); to reduce the prem -

ums, if any, and [eest—sharihg] cost-sharing of participants in the
basi c heal t h progranf —e+—fe+—such—-other—purposes—as—ray—be—allowed—by

]. Health benefits avail able

t hrough the basic health program shall be provided by one or nore

approved organizations pursuant to an agreenent with the departnment of

heal th and shall neet the requirements of applicable federal and state
| aws and regul ati ons.

8 4-a. Subdivision 7 of section 369-gg of the social services |aw, as

anmended by section 51 of part C of chapter 60 of the |aws of 2014, and
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as renunbered by section 28 of part B of chapter 57 of the | aws of 2015,
is amended to read as follows:

7. Any funds transferred by the secretary of health and human services
to the state pursuant to 42 U . S.C. 18051(d) shall be deposited in trust.
Funds fromthe trust shall be used for providing health benefits through
an approved organization, which, at a mininmum shall include essenti al
heal th benefits as defined in 42 U S.C. 18022(b); to reduce the prem uns
and [ eest—sharing] cost-sharing of participants in the basic health
program or for such other purposes as may be all owed by the secretary
of health and human services. Health benefits available through the
basi c health program shall be provided by one or nore approved organi za-
tions pursuant to an agreenent with the departnment of health and shal
meet the requirenents of applicable federal and state laws and regu-
| ati ons.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026; provided however that
the amendnments to paragraph (d) of subdivision three of section 369-gg
of the social services |aw made by section two of this act shall be
subject to the expiration and reversion of such paragraph pursuant to
section 3 of part H of chapter 57 of the laws of 2021, as anmended, when
upon such date the provisions of section two-a of this act shall take
effect; provided further that the anendnents to paragraph (b) of subdi-
vision five of section 369-gg of the social services |aw nmade by section
three of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of
such paragraph pursuant to section 3 of part H of chapter 57 of the | aws
of 2021, as anended, when upon such date the provisions of section
three-a of this act shall take effect; provided further that the anend-
ments to subdivision seven of section 369-gg of the social services |aw
made by section four of this act shall be subject to the expiration and
reversion of such paragraph pursuant to section 3 of part H of chapter
57 of the laws of 2021, as anended, when upon such date the provisions
of section four-a of this act shall take effect.




