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STATE OF NEW YORK

9577

| N SENATE

March 25, 2026

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormmittee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anmend the civil service law, in relation to prohibiting fal se-
Iy inpersonating an enpl oyee organization or enployee organization
representative

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The civil service law is amended by adding a new section
216 to read as foll ows:

8 216. Falsely inpersonating an enployee organization or enployee
organi zation representative. 1. Definitions. As used in this section
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Falsely inpersonating an enpl oyee organi zation or enpl oyee organ-
ization representative" shall nean the know ng use of fraud or nisrepre-
sentation to nmeke and dissenminate a verbal, witten, or electronic
comuni cation, with the intent to undernmine or interfere with the oper-
ations of an enployee organization, or otherw se negatively inpact an
enpl oyee organi zation, and that purports to be authorized or otherw se
approved by such enpl oyee organi zation or enployee organization repre-
sentative but that has not been authorized or approved by such enployee
organi zation or enpl oyee organi zation representative.

(b) "Enployee organization representative”" shall nean any person
aut hori zed by an enpl oyee organi zation, pursuant to its constitution,
bylaws or other internal rules or procedures, to act on behalf of such
enpl oyee organi zati on.

2. No person shall falsely inpersonate an enpl oyee organi zation or an
enpl oyee organi zation representative.

3. (a) An enployee organization or an enpl oyee organi zati on represen-
tative alleging a violation of this section nmay bring a civil action in
a court of conpetent jurisdiction to obtain danmages.

(b) In addition to and not in lieu of any other damages that nmay be
clained, an enpl oyee organi zation or an enpl oyee organi zation represen-
tative shall receive statutory danmages in an anount of fifteen thousand
dollars per incident in any action in which such enployee organization
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or enployee organization representative establishes that the defendant
has falsely inpersonated an enpl oyee organi zation or an enployee organ-

ization representative in violation of this section.
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




