
                STATE OF NEW YORK
        ________________________________________________________________________

                                          9539

                    IN SENATE

                                     March 23, 2026
                                       ___________

        Introduced  by  Sen.  BYNOE  -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
          printed to be committed to the Committee on Health

        AN ACT to amend the public health law,  in  relation  to  requiring  the
          department  of  health  to  utilize  a  more  transparent and accurate
          reporting system for cases of lead in school water, and to create  and
          issue  a  five-year  plan  with  its  proposals  to  best mitigate the
          persistence of lead in school water across the state

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1. Subdivision 5 of section 1110 of the public health law, as
     2  amended by chapter 130 of the laws of 2022, is amended and a new  subdi-
     3  vision 7 is added to read as follows:
     4    5.  Each school district and board of cooperative educational services
     5  conducting testing pursuant to subdivision one of this section and  each
     6  school  district classified as a public water system under parts 141 and
     7  142 of title 40 of the code of federal regulations, as such  regulations
     8  may,  from time to time, be amended, shall make a copy of the results of
     9  all such testing, including laboratory reports, and any lead remediation
    10  plans available to the public on its website and any additional means as
    11  chosen by such district. A copy of the results of all testing shall also
    12  be immediately transmitted to the department and state education depart-
    13  ment in a format to be determined by the commissioner and to the  county
    14  department  of  health in the local jurisdiction of the school building.
    15  The commissioner of education, in  conjunction  with  the  commissioner,
    16  shall  publish  a  report triennially based on the findings from the tap
    17  water testing conducted according to the  provisions  of  this  section.
    18  Such  report shall be sent to the commissioner, the governor, the tempo-
    19  rary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assembly and  shall
    20  be  made  available on the department's and state education department's
    21  websites.  The reporting system utilized by the department  shall  track
    22  and  maintain  public  records  of  original testing results of fixtures
    23  testing above the appropriate action level of lead in drinking water  (5
    24  ppb),  as  well  as  any progress made towards remediation after initial
    25  testing across each school district and board of cooperative educational
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     1  services conducting testing pursuant to subdivision one of this  section
     2  and each school district classified as a public water system under parts
     3  141 and 142 of title 40 of the code of federal regulations.
     4    7. Within one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this subdi-
     5  vision,  the department shall create and issue a five-year plan with its
     6  proposals to mitigate the persistence of lead in school water across the
     7  state, including specification of any funding  or  technical  assistance
     8  the  department  intends to provide to school districts to support their
     9  efforts to test and remove lead from  school  water,  pursuant  to  this
    10  section.
    11    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


