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STATE OF NEW YORK

9518

| N SENATE

March 19, 2026

Introduced by Sen. BAILEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Conmerce, Economic Devel-
opment and Sral | Busi ness

AN ACT to anend the econom c devel opnent law, in relation to establish-
ing a small business content creator matching pilot program and
providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The econonic devel opnent law is anmended by adding a new
section 139-a to read as foll ows:

8 139-a. Small business content creator nmatching pilot program 1
For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "content creator"” neans a person who creates material to be shared
publicly on a social nedia platform and

(b) "small business" neans a retail establishnent that has annual
gross revenues of less than five million dollars and enploys twenty-five
or fewer enployees. For purposes of determ ning whether an entity quali -
fies as a small business, the revenues of any parent entity, any subsid-
iary entities, and any entities owned or controlled by a combn parent
entity shall be aggregated

2. (a) The division shall establish a pilot programto match smal
busi nesses that are |ooking for support with narketing and adverti senent
with content creators who can use their social nedia platforns to bring
attention to the snmall busi nesses they are matched with.

(b) The division shall engage in public outreach to assess the anount
of interest content creators and small businesses have in participating
in the program and shall post explanatory infornmation about the program
on the division's website.

3. (a) The division shall develop an application for small business
enrollnment in the pilot program established pursuant to subdivision two
of this section. Such application shall require small businesses w shing
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to enroll in such programto subnmit the following infornmation to the
di vi si on:

(i) the nane of the snmall business;

(ii) the address of the small business;

(iii) the nane, telephone nunber., and e-nail address of an individua
associated with the small business who will serve as a point of contact
for purposes of such program

(iv) the preferred method of communication

(v) the hours of operation of the small business;

(vi) a general description of the small business, including type of
goods and products sold or services provided;

(vii) consent to share rel evant business revenue and other infornation
to assist the division in determning programeligibility and assessing
the inpact of the program and

(viii) any other information deened rel evant by the division.

(b) The division shall develop an application for content creator
enrollment in the pilot program established pursuant to subdivision two
of this section. Such application shall require content creators w shing
to enroll in such programto subnit the following information to the
di vi si on:

(i) nane;

(ii) address, telephone nunber, and e-nmil address;

(iii) social nmedia platforns that the content creator posts publicly
on;

(iv) links to social nedia platforns that the content creator intends
to use as part of the programand the content creator's handle or user-
nane on each such platform and

(v) any other information deened rel evant by the division.

4. The division shall determne the duration of the enrollnent period
for such program

5. The division shall nmatch content creators wth small businesses
from the applicant pool based on the division's determination that such
content creator might be able to provide the marketing support the smal
busi ness is seeking.

6. Wthin thirty days after the end of such enrollnent period., the
division shall notify each snmall business and each content creator that
submtted an application pursuant to this subdivision whether they have
been selected for participation in the program The division shall noti -
fy each participant of their match and shall facilitate the connection
bet ween mat ched content creators and small businesses. If the division
has rejected any applicants, the division shall notify such applicant
and provide an explanation for the rejection.

7. The pilot programestablished pursuant to subdivision two of this

section shall commence no later than one hundred eighty days after the
effective date of this section. The duration of such program shall be
one year.

8. No later than one year after the end of the pilot program estab-
li shed pursuant to subdivision two of this section, the division shal
submit to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly a report on such program Such report shal
include, but need not be linmted to, the following information:

(a) the cost of such program

(b) the nunber of small businesses that participated in such program

(c) the nunber of content creators who participated in such program

(d) an analysis of the effect the programhad on revenue of snal

busi ness participants;
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(e) an analysis of the traits of content creators that led to
increased revenue for small business participants; and

(f) any challenges experienced by the division and any known chal -
| enges experienced by the participants during the course of such
progr am

9. The division may pronulgate rules necessary for the inplenentation
of this section.

10. This section shall not be construed as a warranty of the conplete-
ness, accuracy, content, or fitness for any particular purpose of any
information generated by a content creator for a small business, nor are
any such warranties to be inplied or inferred with respect to such
information. The state shall not be held liable for any deficiencies in
the conpleteness, accuracy, content, or fitness for any particular
pur pose or use of information provided by any third party through the
pilot program established pursuant to this section. The state does not
guarantee any particular result to participants in such program

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |l aw and shall expire and be deemed repealed 3
years after such effective date.




