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STATE OF NEW YORK

9437

| N SENATE

March 12, 2026

Introduced by Sen. COWIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to crimnal inpersonation in
the first degree

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 190.26 of the penal |aw, as anmended by chapter 2 of
the laws of 1998, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 434 of the |laws of
2008, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 190.26 Criminal inpersonation in the first degree

A person is guilty of crimnal inpersonation in the first degree when
[ he] such person

1. Pretends to be a police officer or a federal |aw enforcenent offi-
cer as enunerated in section 2.15 of the <crimnal procedure |aw, or
wears or displays w thout authority, any uniform badge or other insig-
nia or facsimle thereof, by which such police officer or federal |aw
enforcenment officer is lawfully distinguished or expresses by [his—o+
her] their words or actions that [he—o+she—s] they are acting with the
approval or authority of any police departnment or acting as a federa
law enforcenent officer with the approval of any agency that enploys
federal |aw enforcenment officers as enunerated in section 2.15 of the
crimnal procedure |aw, and

2. So acts with intent to induce another to submt to such pretended
official authority or otherwise to act in reliance upon said pretense
and in the course of such pretense commits or attenpts to conmit a felo-
ny; or

3. Pretending to be a duly licensed physician or other person author-
ized to issue a prescription for any drug or any instrument or device
used in the taking or adm nistering of drugs for which a prescription is
required by | aw, conmuni cates to a pharmaci st an oral prescription which
is required to be reduced to witing pursuant to section thirty-three
hundred thirty-two of the public health law -] ;. or

4. Pretending to be an enployee of a utility conpany, expressing by
their words or actions that they are acting with the approval or author-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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ity of a wutility conpany. or wearing or displaying. wthout authori-
zation froma utility conpany, any uniform badge, or other insignia or
facsimle thereof, by which a person enployed by a utility conpany
conmmonly wears or displays, goes upon the property of another; or

5. Pretending to be a person engaged in the delivery of a package or
food or beverage. expressing by their words or actions that they are
acting with the approval or authority of such person or conpany. or
wearing or displaying, wthout authorization fromsuch person or conpany
they are purporting to deliver such package or food or beverage on
behalf of, any uniform badge, or other insignia or facsinile thereof,
by which a person enpl oyed by such person or conpany conmmonly wears or
di splays., goes upon the property of another.

Crimnal inpersonation in the first degree is a class E fel ony.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




