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STATE OF NEW YORK

9427

| N SENATE

March 11, 2026

Introduced by Sens. CANZONERI-FITZPATRICK, WEIK -- read twce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the Cormmittee on
Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law and the executive law, in relation to
threats or harmto animals as a neans of coercion or coercive contro

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem

bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 135.60 of the penal |aw, as
anended by section 1 of part NN of chapter 55 of the laws of 2018, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Cause physical injury to a person or animal; or

8 2. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (o) of subdivision 3 of section 575
of the executive law, as anended by chapter 23 of the laws of 2023, is
anended to read as foll ows:

(i) Wthin amounts appropriated for such purpose, the office shal
contract with an organization designated by the federal departnent of
heal t h and human services to coordinate statewi de inprovenents wthin
|l ocal conmunities, social services systens, and programing regardi ng
the prevention and intervention of donestic violence in New York state
to nutually develop a training programas described in this paragraph
The office and such organi zati on shall be responsible for providing such
training to psychiatrists, psychologists and social workers who are
licensed in the state of New York, so that such individuals may conduct
court ordered forensic evaluations, involving child custody and visita-
tion pursuant to paragraph (a-3) of subdivision one of section two
hundred forty of the donestic relations law, for consulting with dones-
tic violence service providers and representative organi zations in the
field of donestic violence when such training is provided in their
communities; and for reviewing and updating training topics at |east
once every two years. Such training shall include, but not be Ilimted
to, a review of: relevant statutes; case |aw and psychol ogi cal defi-
nitions of donestic violence; coercive control, including through the
use of threats or harmto animals, and child abuse; the dynam cs and
effects of donestic violence and child abuse, including but not Ilimted
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to, enotional, financial, physical, technol ogical and sexual abuse; the
barriers and fears associated with reporting donmestic violence and child
abuse and why victinms may not have docunented evi dence of abuse; tactics
commonly used by one party to induce fear in another party or child,
including verbal, enptional, psychological, and/or economc abuse,
i solating techniques, coercive control, including through the use of
threats or harmto aninmals, and monitoring of a partner's |ocation and
activities; litigation abuse and demands for custody or joint custody in
order to pressure the partner to return or punish the partner for |eav-
ing; trauma, particularly as it relates to sexual abuse and the risks
posed to children and the | ong-term dangers and inpacts inposed by the
presence of adverse chil dhood experiences; the increased risk of esca-
lating violence that occurs during child custody proceedi ngs; and the
danger of basing child custody decisions on clains that a child's defi-
cient or negative relationship with a parent is caused by the other
parent.
§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




