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STATE OF NEW YORK

9417

| N SENATE

March 10, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Internet and Technol ogy

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to enacting the
"SAFE platforns act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and rmay be cited as the "stopping
abuse and fraud enabled by (SAFE) platfornms act”.
8 2. The general business |aw is amended by adding a new article 48 to
read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 48
SAFE PLATFORMS ACT

Section 1705. Definitions.
1706. Prohibitions.
1707. Mechanisns to prevent fraud.
1708. Know your custoner requirenents.
1709. Consuner transparency.
1710. Nondi scrimnation.
1711. Prohibition on dark patterns.
1712. Exceptions.
1713. Renedi es.
1714. Rul enaking authority.

8 1705. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "Advertiser" neans any person or entity that pays a covered plat-
formto display, pronobte, or otherw se dissem nate content to users of
such platform

2. "Consuner" or "consuner user" neans a user in New York state on a
covered platformthat is acting neither as an operator of a covered
platformnor as an advertiser on such platform

3. "Covered platform® neans a social nedia platformas defined in
subdivision five of section eleven hundred of this chapter that is
accessed by or offered to a user as defined in subdivision eight of this
section.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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4., "Fraud" neans any representation, onission, or practice that:

(a) is likely to mnmislead a consuner acting reasonably under the
circunst ances; and

(b) is material to consuner decision-neking.

5. "Fraudulent content" nmeans content that constitutes fraud as
defined in subdivision four of this section.

6. "Materially contribute" nmeans encouraging or inducing an advertiser
or user to develop or dissenm nate fraudul ent content by nmeans of conduct

that goes beyond the provision of neutral tools by a covered platformto
devel op or disseninate such content.

7. "Qperator" neans a person, business, or other legal entity who
operates or provides a covered platform

8. "Purchase advertisenents" neans that an advertiser has paid a
covered platform to display. pronote, or otherw se dissem nate content
to users of such platform

9. "User" neans a user of a covered platformin New York state that is
not acting as an operator or agent or affiliate of such operator for a
covered platformor any portion thereof.

8§ 1706. Prohibitions. 1. No covered platformshall materially contrib-
ute to the devel opnent of fraudulent content.

2. No covered platformshall recommend, pronpbte, curate, prioritize
or display fraudulent content for delivery to a user if it knows or has
reason to know that the content is fraudul ent.

3. No covered platformshall fail to enforce such platformis published
terms, policies, or conmmunity standards concerning fraudul ent content
wher e:

(a) users reasonably relied on specific representations in such terns
regarding fraud prevention, detection, or renpval; or

(b) such failure denonstrates systematic disregard for such platforns
comitnents to prevent fraud.

8§ 1707. Mechanisns to prevent fraud. 1. (a) Covered platfornms nust
provide an easily accessible nechanism for consunmer users to report
fraudulent content that consuner users believe to be fraudulent. Such
nechani smshall allow consuner users to provide their identity, contact
information, and a specific factual basis for such consuner user's
belief that the content is fraudul ent.

(b) Covered platforns nmust acknow edge receipt of such reports wthin
three days.

2. Covered platfornms shall inplenent reasonable neasures to detect and
prevent the creation of multiple accounts by the sane individual for the
pur pose of disseninating fraudulent content, including:

(a) accounts created shortly after suspension or renpval of another
account that such platformhad identified as disseninating fraudul ent
content, where such platform has reason to believe that such newy
created account may be associated with or linked to such previously
suspended or renpved account;

(b) accounts that exhibit substantially simlar patterns of fraudul ent
behavior to accounts previously suspended for disseninating fraudul ent
content:; and

(c) coordinated networks of accounts pronoting fraudulent content.

3. Covered platforns shall establish and maintain systens and proce-
dures to track advertisers found to have dissenmnated fraudul ent
cont ent . Covered platforns shall apply enhanced scrutiny to newy
created accounts that share characteristics with accounts previously
suspended or renpved by such platform due to such account's dissem
ination of fraudulent content and shall take reasonable neasures to
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prevent users known by the platform to have created such previously
suspended or renoved accounts from purchasing future advertisenents on
such pl atforns.

8 1708. Know vyour custoner requirenents. 1. Covered platforns shal
use commercially reasonable and technically feasible nethods to verify
the identity of advertisers before allow ng such advertisers to purchase
advertisenents on such platform Such verification nethods shall gather
at a nni num

a) the advertiser's legal nane and physical address;

(b) the advertiser's emnil address and phone nunber;

(c) the advertiser's tax identification nunber or other governnment-is-
sued identifier;

(d) to the extent applicable because the advertiser is a business
entity, docunentation establishing the |egal existence of such entity,
such as articles of incorporation, registration certificates, or equiv-
al ent docunentation issued by a governnental authority; and

(e) a declaration of the nature of the product, service, or opportu-
nity being advertised and type of industry such product, service, or
opportunity nay be categorized under.

2. Covered platforns shall verify nethods of paynent of an advertiser

3. Covered platforns shall maintain records of the verification infor-
mat i on described herein for a period of at least three years from the
date of the advertiser's last purchase of an advertisenment on such plat-
form

4. Covered platfornms shall pronptly provide any relevant advertiser
information upon receipt of a valid subpoena or court order from a |aw
enforcenment agency in connection to an investigation of fraudul ent
activity.

8 1709. Consuner transparency. 1. Covered platforns shall provide
consuner users wth information about advertisers on such platform
including the I egal nanme of the advertiser, the country or jurisdiction
where such advertiser is based. and how | ong the advertiser has nain-
tai ned an account on the platform

2. The information described in subdivision one of this section shal
be viewable through direct display on the advertisenent, a clearly visi-
ble link, button, icon, or other formof nmnifest disclosure, or through
ot her reasonably accessible neans.

8§ 1710. Nondiscrimnation. An operator shall not w thhold, degrade,
lower the quality, or increase the price of any product, service, or
feature to a user due to such operator's obligations under this article.

8 1711. Prohibition on dark patterns. 1. The reporting provisions in
subdi vision two of section seventeen hundred seven of this article and
the consuner transparency provisions in section seventeen hundred nine
of this article shall be presented in a clear and accessible nmanner to a
user on a covered platform

2. It shall be unlawful for such platformto deploy any nechanism or
design which intentionally inhibits the purpose of this article or makes
it more difficult for a consuner to exercise any of their rights under
this article.

8 1712. Exceptions. 1. Nothing in this article shall be interpreted or
construed to inpose liability in a manner that is inconsistent wth 47
USC 8§230.

2. This article shall not apply to content that is transmtted through
but not stored on a covered platform

8 1713. Renedies. 1. Aviolation of this article shall constitute an
unfair, deceptive, or abusive act or practice under section three
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hundred forty-nine of this chapter for the purposes of a right of action
granted to the attorney general. Such violation shall be subject to al
the investigatory and enforcenent powers conferred upon the attorney
general under such section.

2. Notw thstanding section three hundred fifty-d of this chapter, the
attorney general may seek a civil penalty of up to five thousand dollars
per violation per day that such violation continues. The attorney gener-
al may further seek restitution for users who suffered nonetary harm due
to a violation of this article as well as the recovery of reasonable
attorneys' fees and costs.

§ 1714. Rulemaking authority. The attorney general may pronul gate such
rules and regulations as are necessary to effectuate and enforce the
provisions of this article.

8§ 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the renmai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the |egislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been incl uded herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective immediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conmpl eted on or before such effective date.




