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STATE OF NEW YORK

9411

| N SENATE

March 10, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. SEPULVEDA -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to prohibiting charg-
ing a fee to obtain a certified copy or certified transcript of birth
when t he department of corrections and comunity supervision or a
local <correctional facility requests such for an individual under
communi ty supervision

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 4174 of the public health |aw, as
anended by section 2 of part E of chapter 55 of the laws of 2022, is
amended to read as foll ows:

4. No fee shall be charged for a search, certification, certificate,
certified copy or certified transcript of a record to be used for schoo
entrance, enploynment certificate or for purposes of public relief or
when required by the veterans administration to be used in deternining
the eligibility of any person to participate in the benefits nmade avail -
abl e by the veterans administration or when required by a board of
elections for the purposes of determning voter eligibility or when
requested by the departnent of corrections and comrunity supervision or
a local correctional facility as defined in subdivision sixteen of
section two of the correction |law for the purpose of providing a certi-
fied copy or certified transcript of birth to an incarcerated individua
in anticipation of such incarcerated individual's rel ease from custody
or to an individual under community supervision in connection with such
individual's ongoing supervision in the community or to obtain a death
certificate to be used for adm nistrative purposes for an incarcerated
i ndi vi dual who has di ed under custody or when requested by the office of
children and famly services or an authorized agency for the purpose of
providing a certified copy or certified transcript of birth to a youth
placed in the care and custody or custody and guardi anship of the |oca
comm ssi oner of social services or the care and custody or custody and
guardi anship of the office of children and fanmly services in antic-
i pati on of such youth's discharge from placenent or foster care. Wenev-
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er a request is made by the departnment of <corrections and conmmunity
supervision for a certified copy or certified transcript of birth on
behal f of an incarcerated individual pursuant to this section, a certi-
fied copy of the sentence and comritnent or certificate of conviction
shal |l be deened to grant authorization by the incarcerated individual to
the departnent to subnmit such request on their behalf, and no other
aut hori zation shall be required.

§ 2. Section 4179 of the public health |l aw, as anmended by section 3 of
part E of chapter 55 of the |l aws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 4179. Vital records; fees; city of New York. Notw thstanding the
provi si ons of paragraph one of subdivision a of section 207.13 of the
health code of the city of New York, the departnment of health shal
charge, and the applicant shall pay, for a search of tw consecutive
cal endar years under one nane and the issuance of a certificate of
birth, death or term nation of pregnancy, or a certification of birth or
death, or a certification that the record cannot be found, a fee of
fifteen dollars for each copy. Provided, however, that no such fee shal
be charged when the departnent of corrections and conmunity supervi sion
or a local correctional facility as defined in subdivision sixteen of
section two of +the correction law requests a certificate of birth or
certification of birth for the purpose of providing such certificate of
birth or certification of birth to an incarcerated individual in antic-
i pation of such incarcerated individual's release fromcustody or to an
i ndi vidual under community supervision in connection with such individ-
ual 's ongoing supervision in the community or to obtain a death certif-
icate to be used for administrative purposes for an incarcerated indi-
vi dual who has di ed under custody or when the office of <children and
famly services or an authorized agency requests a certified copy or
certified transcript of birth for a youth placed in the custody of the
| ocal conmissioner of social services or the custody of the office of
children and fam |y services pursuant to article three of the famly
court act for the purpose of providing such certified copy or certified
transcript of birth to such youth in anticipation of discharge from
pl acement. Wenever a request is nmade by the departnent of corrections
and conmunity supervision for a certified copy or certified transcript
of birth on behalf of an incarcerated individual pursuant to this
section, a certified copy of the sentence and conmitnent or certificate
of conviction shall be deemed to grant authorization by the incarcerated
i ndividual to the departnment to submit such request on their behal f, and
no other authorization shall be required.

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




