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STATE OF NEW YORK

9398

| N SENATE

March 9, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. BORRELLO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
non- emer gency nmedi cal transportation admnistrative nodernization
pilot programto strengthen program integrity and reduce inproper
paynents, and requiring programintegrity review by the office of the
Medi cai d i nspector genera

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anmended by addi ng a new section
365-q to read as foll ows:

8 365-g. Non-energency nedical transportation admnistrative nodern-
ization pilot program 1. Establishnent. The comm ssioner of health
shall establish a pilot programto inplenent a wunified admnistrative
platformfor the authorization, coordination, nmonitoring, and paynment of
non-energency nedical transportation services provided pursuant to this
title.

2. Purpose. The purpose of the pilot program shall be to evaluate
whet her inproved adninistrative coordination, data integration, and trip
verification processes can reduce inproper paynents and support fraud
detection and recovery efforts, enhance accountability in the adminis-
tration of non-energency nedical transportation services, and naintain
beneficiary access to transportation services.

3. Scope and duration. (a) The pilot program shall operate in not
fewer than two and not nore than five counties selected by the conm s-
si oner.

(b) The pilot programshall operate for a period of two to three years
fromthe date of inplenentation of the unified admnistrative platform

(c) Prior to such inplenentation, the conmissioner of health shal
establish baseline inproper paynment indicators, audit findings, and
related programintegrity netrics in pilot counties for conparison
during and after the pilot period.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(d) The commssioner of health may nodify or discontinue the pil ot

program based upon denonstrated outcones and shall provide witten
notice of any such action to the governor and the legislature.

4. Platform requirenents. The adninistrative platformshall, at a
m ni num

(a) provide verification of Mdicaid eligibility and enrollnent
stat us;

(b) incorporate electronically docunented |evel-of-service determ -
nations consistent with criteria established by the departnent of
heal t h;

(c) pernmit communication anpng the departnent of health, its transpor-
tation nmanager or contractor, transportation providers, health care
providers, and eligible recipients;

(d) allowrecipients or their authorized representatives to schedule
rides and obtain trip status information;

(e) include objective validation of trip initiation and conpletion
including | ocation-based or conparable verification nethods where prac-
ticable;

(f) support clainms processing and inprove paynent tinmeliness for clean
clains; and

(g) ogenerate reporting regarding utilization, expenditures, denials.
conplaint trends, and provider performance sufficient to support program
integrity review

5. Integration with programintegrity functions. (a) The conm ssioner
shall ensure that data generated through the pilot platformis nade
available to the office of the Medicaid inspector general in a format
sufficient to support audit, investigation, and recovery efforts.

(b) The platformshall support identification of utilization patterns

and billing trends for review by the office of the Mdicaid inspector
gener al
(c) Nothing in this section shall limt the statutory authority of the

office of the Medicaid inspector general under section thirty-two of
this chapter.

6. Reporting. (a) No later than February first of each year in which
the pilot is in operation, and within ninety days following its concl u-

sion, the conmissioner shall submt a report detailing operationa
out cones of the pilot.
(b) Such report shall be subnmitted to the governor, the tenporary

president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly. the nminority |ead-
er of the senate, and the minority |eader of the assenbly.

(c) The report shall include: (i) a conparison of pilot and non-pil ot
counties on access and programintegrity neasures, including but not
limted to inproper paynent trends; (ii) changes in inproper paynent
indicators and audit findings during the pilot period; and (iii) an
analysis prepared in coordination with the office of the Medicaid
inspector general regarding the pilot's inpact on fraud detection
referrals, and recoveries.

(d) The report shall include recomendations regarding continuation.
nodi fication, or statew de expansion of the pilot program

7. Federal conpliance. The commissioner shall seek any federa
approvals necessary to inplenent the pilot program Nothing in this
section shall be construed to alter Medicaid eligibility standards or

beneficiary rights under federal |aw
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




