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STATE OF NEW YORK

9396

| N SENATE

March 9, 2026

Introduced by Sen. FAHY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to providing
enhanced rates for <child care services provided to disabled and/or
devel opnental | y del ayed chil dren

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 410-x of the social services |aw,
as added by section 52 of part B of chapter 436 of the |aws of 1997, is
anended to read as foll ows:

4. The anount to be paid or allowed for child care assistance funded
under the block grant shall be the actual cost of care but no nore than
the applicable nmarket-rel ated paynent rate established by the departnent
in regulations. The paynent rates established by the departnent shall be
sufficient to ensure equal access for eligible children to conparable
child care assistance in the substate area that are provided to children
whose parents are not eligible to receive assistance under any federa
or state progranms. Such paynent rates shall take into account the vari-
ations in the costs of providing child care in different settings and to
children of different age groups]; = et

i i | i ]. Additionally and notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the conm ssioner shall establish a
rate differential for child care providers who provide care to a child
with a diagnosed devel opnental delay or disability, as defined by the
comm ssioner. Such differential shall be no less than thirty percent
above the applicable market rate otherw se payable for such child care
services. The conm ssioner shall ensure that such rate differential is
sufficient to account for the additional staffing, training, accomb-
dations, and supports necessary to provide safe, inclusive, and devel op-
nentally appropriate care to children wth developnental delays and
disabilities.

8 2. The office of children and fanily services, in consultation with
the office for people with devel opmental disabilities and the departnent
of health, shall pronulgate any rules and regulations necessary to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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inmplement the provisions of this act, including but not limted to
docunmentation requirenents and eligibility criteria, provided that such
requi rements shall not inpose undue administrative burden on fanmlies or
provi ders.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeedi ng
the date on which it shall have beconme a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpleted on or before such effective date.



