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STATE OF NEW YORK

9391

| N SENATE

March 9, 2026

Introduced by Sen. RAMOS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to raising daily
room and board rates at adult hones proportionally to increases in the
m ni mum wage in the city of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Legislature hereby
finds and declares that adult homes provide essential housing, super-
vi sion, and supportive services to thousands of vul nerable New Yorkers,
including seniors and individuals wth disabilities. Adult hones are
funded through nultiple streans, including paynments that support room
board, and non-nedi cal services such as food, housing, case managenent,
recreation, and supervision. The adult hone daily room and board
rei mbursenent rate has not received a New York state cost-of-Iliving
adj ustnent in over seventeen years, despite substantial increases in
operating expenses.

During this same period, New York City has enacted nultiple m ninmm
wage i ncreases, significantly raising | abor costs for adult home provid-
ers. Adult homes are required to comply with all applicable m ninmm
wage laws, vyet unlike nursing hones and shelters, they do not receive
correspondi ng or automatic reinbursenent adjustnents to offset these
mandat ed i ncreases.

M ni mum wage increases directly inpact frontline staffing costs in
adult hones, creating ongoing and unfunded financial pressure on provid-
ers. Existing reinbursenent structures limt the ability of providers
to reward staff seniority and experience, weakeni ng workforce stability,
retention, and quality of care. It is therefore the intent of the Legis-
lature to establish a fair, predictable, and transparent nechanismto
align adult honme room and-board reinbursenent rates with New York GCity
m ni mum wage i ncreases.

8§ 2. Section 461-c of the social services law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 2-b to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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2-b. Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, when the
adult care facility is an adult hone, as defined in subdivision twenty-
five of section two of this chapter, the agreenent executed pursuant to
subdivision one of this section shall include |anguage providing that
whenever the mininum wage applicable wthin the city of New York is
increased pursuant to section six hundred fifty-two of the [|abor |aw
the daily roomand board rate shall be increased by an anmpount equal to
the percentage of such mninum wage increase. Such adjustnent shal
apply solely to the portion of such rate intended to cover room board,
and non-nedical supportive services and shall not affect Medicaid
rei nbursenent rates. The office of tenporary and disability assistance
in consultation with the departnent of health, shall be responsible for
inplenenting the rate adjustnents required under this subdivision. The
office of tenporary and disability assistance shall be authorized to
pronul gat e any rules and regulations necessary to inplenent the
provi sions of this subdivision.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




