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STATE OF NEW YORK

9359

| N SENATE

March 5, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to establishing the crinme of
obstruction of governmental duties at the scene of a crine

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 195.18 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 195.18 (bstruction of governnental duties at the scene of a crine.

1. A person is guilty of obstruction of governnental duties at the
scene of a crinme when such person acts under the color of law to prevent
a police officer fromaccessing the scene of a crine or any evidence at
the scene of a crine.

2. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Scene of a crinme" shall nean a location or |ocations where a
crine is alleged to have occurred.

(b) "Police officer" shall have the sanme neaning as such term is
defined in section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw.

Gbstruction of governnental duties at the scene of a crine is a class
A m sdeneanor.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be omitted.
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