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STATE OF NEW YORK
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| N SENATE

March 4, 2026

Introduced by Sen. COWIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Cities 1

AN ACT to anmend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to allowing commuter vans to accept hails from prospective
passengers in the street

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision p of section 19-502 of the administrative code
of the city of New York, as anended by | ocal |aw nunber 37 for the year
2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

p. "Comruter van" neans a conmuter van service having a seating capac-
ity of at |least nine passengers but not nore than twenty passengers or
such greater capacity as the comm ssion may establish by rule and carry-
i ng passengers for hire in the city duly licensed as a commuter van by
the commssion and [#et] permitted to accept hails from prospective
passengers in the street. For purposes of the provisions of this chapter
relating to prohibitions agai nst the operation of an unauthorized comu-
ter van service or an unlicensed conmuter van, the enforcenent of such
prohibitions and the inposition of penalties for violations of such
prohibitions and to the seizure and forfeiture of comuter vans, the
term shall also include any common carrier of passengers by notor vehi-
cle not subject to licensure as a taxicab, for-hire vehicle, or wheel-
chair accessible van and not operating as a public or private bus trans-
it service operated pursuant to a contract with the city, any county
within the state of New York, the state of New York or any other state
or local governnent that follows the applicable procurenment rul es and
regul ati ons of such jurisdiction regardl ess of the seating capacity of
any such vehicle. The conmm ssion shall submt to the council the text of
any proposed rule relating to the maxi mum capacity of comuter vans at
the time such proposed rule is published in the Cty Record.

§ 2. Paragraph 1 of subdivision a of section 19-504 of the adm nistra-
tive code of the city of New York, as anended by local |aw nunber 115
for the year 1993, is anmended to read as follows:
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(1) A [ta—seab] taxicab, coach, wheel chair accessible van, comuter
van or for-hire vehicle shall operate within the city of New York only
if the owner shall first have obtained fromthe conm ssion a taxicab
coach, wheel chair accessible van, commuter van or for-hire vehicle
license for such vehicle and only while such license is in full force
and effect. Vehicle licenses shall be issued for a term of not Iless
than one nor nore than two years and shall expire on the date set forth
on the license unl ess sooner suspended or revoked by the comm ssion. No
notor vehicle other than a duly licensed taxicab shall be permtted to
accept hails from passengers in the street. No conmuter van shall be
operated within the city of New York unless it is operated as part of a
current, valid authorization to operate a commuter van service duly
i ssued by the conmi ssion pursuant to section 19-504.2 of this chapter.

8 3. Subdivision b of section 19-516 of the adm nistrative code of the
city of New York, as anended by |l ocal |aw nunber 6 for the year 2017, is
amended to read as foll ows:

at-se—be—H-ablefor—a—vi-olation—of—thi-s—subdi~d-sieon] A comuter van nmay
accept hails frompassengers in the street in addition to accepting
passengers on the basis of telephone contract or other prearrangenent.

8 4. Subdivisions 11 and 12 of section 19-529.7 of the adninistrative
code of the city of New York, as added by local law nunber 7 for the
year 2017, are anended to read as follows:

11. a discussion of how commuter van service areas are sel ected; [and]

12. whether, in the judgnment of the commission, there is a need for
conmut er vans in a nunmber exceeding the nunber specified in subdivision
r of section 19-504; and

13. an evaluation of the inpact, if any, of authorizing commuter vans
to accept hails from passengers in the street on the safe and efficient
operation of commuter van services.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




