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STATE OF NEW YORK

9201

| N SENATE

February 13, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to enacting the
"Edeedson ' Joshy' Cine, Jr. Transparency Act" requiring the rel ease of
certain surveillance footage to | aw enforcenent agencies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and nay be cited as
the "Edeedson 'Joshy' Cine, Jr. Transparency Act"

8§ 2. The general business |aw is anended by addi ng a new section 393-g
to read as foll ows:

8 393-g. Release of surveillance footage. 1. Definitions. For the
pur poses of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng
nmeani ngs:_

a. "Surveillance footage" neans video recordings obtained through
security caneras located in public areas or private entities that nay be
relevant to New York state | aw enforcenent investigations.

b. "New York state | aw enforcenent agency" shall have the sane neaning
as in subdivision four of section 705.00 of the crimnal procedure |aw

2. Release of surveillance footage. a. Any person., firmor corporation
doing business in this state that possesses surveillance footage rele-
vant to an ongoing New York state |aw enforcenent investigation into a
felony offense believed to have been committed on the prenmises of such
business shall immediately release such surveillance footage to a | aw
enf orcenent agency upon receipt of a formal witten request by the New
York state law enforcenent agency. Such witten request shall provide
details as to the relevance of the surveillance footage to the specific
New York state | aw enforcenent investigation

b. Wen a person, firmor corporation doing business in this state is
aware, or should reasonably be expected to be aware, that a felony
offense has been or may have been committed on the prenises of such
busi ness or when a witten request for release of surveillance footage
to a New York state law enforcenent agency is subnitted to a person,
firmor corporation doing business in this state pursuant to paragraph a

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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of this subdivision, such person, firmor corporation shall take reason-
abl e neasures to ensure that such surveillance footage is not recorded
over, deleted or otherw se destroyed.

c. No retaliatory action shall be taken by a person, firmor corpo-
ration doing business in this state against any enployee for conplying
with a witten request by a New York state | aw enforcenent agency for
rel ease of surveillance footage pursuant to paragraph a of this subdivi-
sion, regardless of any policy of such business regarding the retention
or release of such surveillance footage.

3. Exceptions to requirenent to immediately release surveillance
footage. A person, firmor corporation doing business in this state
which has received a witten request by a New York state | aw enf orcenent
agency for the release of surveillance footage pursuant to paragraph a
of this subdivision my:

a. Upon request by such person, firm or corporation, be granted a
reasonable amount of tinme to allow counsel for such person, firmor
corporation to review the request for the release of surveillance
footage and any applicable laws relating to such request or surveill ance
footage prior to releasing such surveillance footage:; provided. however,
that for the purposes of this paragraph. a reasonable anpunt of tine
shall not be deened to exceed twenty-four hours; and/or

b. Seek a court order to delay the release of such surveillance
footage in cases where the release of surveillance footage mght incrim
inate such business or violate individual privacy rights.

4, Penalties. Any person, firmor corporation doing business in this
state that fails to conply with the requirenents of this section shal
be subject to penalties, which may include, but need not be limted to,
fines of up to one hundred thousand dollars per incident and civil
liability for any damages caused by the failure to rel ease the footage
in a tinely manner.

5. Reports. No later than one year after the effective date of this
section, and annually thereafter, the secretary of state shall prepare
and submt a report to the governor and the legislature detailing
conpliance with this section and chall enges experienced by both New York
state | aw enforcenent agencies and persons, firns, or corporations doing
business in this state resulting fromthe requirenents of this section.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




