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STATE OF NEW YORK

9116

| N SENATE

February 4, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Racing, Gaming and Wager-

i ng

AN ACT to anend the tax law and the state finance law, in relation to
establishing an instant lottery scratch-off gane to fund schol arships
for veterans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 1604 of the tax lawis amended by adding a new
subdi vision d to read as foll ows:

d. Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, the division
shall establish an instant lottery scratch-off gane designated as the
veterans' benefit ganme, the proceeds of which shall be applied exclu-
sively for the purpose of providing scholarships for veterans pursuant
to section six hundred sixty-nine-a of the education law. The tickets
for the instant [ottery gane created pursuant to this subdivision shal
clearly state that the profits derived fromsuch gane are used to bene-
fit veterans in the state. The division nmay establish additiona
scratch-off ganes for the purposes of this subdivision one yvear after
the effective date of this subdivision.

§ 2. The state finance | aw is anended by adding a new section 99-uu to
read as foll ows:

8 99-uu. Veterans' education and scholarship fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the conmi ssioner of state education
departnent and the state conptroller, a special fund to be known as the
"veterans' education and schol arship fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all revenues received fromthe veterans'
benefit gane established pursuant to section sixteen hundred four of the
tax law, all revenues received pursuant to appropriations by the |egis-
lature, and all noneys appropriated, credited or transferred thereto
fromany other fund or source pursuant to | aw

3. The nonies of the fund shall be nade available to the New York
state higher education services corporation, for the purpose of funding

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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the veterans tuition awards program established pursuant to section six
hundred sixty-nine-a of the education | aw.

4. The npnies of the fund shall be paid out on the audit and warrant
of the state conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the New
York state higher education services corporation, or by an officer or
enpl oyee of the office of New York state higher education services
corporation designated by the board of trustees of such corporation.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




