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STATE OF NEW YORK

9065

| N SENATE

January 28, 2026

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the reconnection
of service for |owincome custoners

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 35 of the public service |law, as

anended by chapter 686 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The conmmission shall by regulation establish reasonable conditions
under which an electric or gas corporation or nunicipality shall be

required to take all actions within such corporation or nmunicipality's
control and, where applicable, consistent wth the provision of the
agreenment for commodity service, if any, between the corporation and the
customer, provided such provisions are consistent with this article to
reconnect service to residential custoners. Such conditions shal

i nclude, but not be limted to, requirenents for reconnection of service
within twenty-four hours, unless prevented by circunstances beyond the
utility's or nmunicipality's control, (a) upon receipt by a corporation
or municipality of the full anpbunt of arrears which were the basis for
term nation of service, (b) upon the signing of a deferred paynment plan
together wth a down paynent based on criteria to be established by the
comm ssion, provided that no such down paynent shall exceed one-half of
the anmount which was the basis of termination, or the anmount of three
mont hs billing, whichever is less, (c) upon the direction of the conm s-
sion, (d) upon the receipt of a conmtnent of a direct paynent or a
witten guarantee of paynent fromthe social services official of the
soci al services district in which the custonmer resides [e+], (e) where
the wutility or nmunicipality has notice that a serious inpairnent to
health or safety is likely to result if service is not reconnected or
(f) where a |l owincone custoner has denonstrated an inability to pay the
full amount of arrears which were the basis for term nation of service,
upon the signing of a reconnection plan where such |owincome custoner
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shall pay no nore than ten percent of such custoner's nonthly incone
plus such custoner's current nonthly bill. Wth respect to reconnection
on the basis of serious inpairment of health or safety doubts shall be
resolved in favor of reconnection of service. The chairman shall desig-
nate such officers and enployees as he deens necessary to act on
requests for service reconnections.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




