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STATE OF NEW YORK

9056- - A
Cal. No. 943

| N SENATE

January 28, 2026

Introduced by Sens. COONEY, HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation --
reported favorably fromsaid conmttee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, anmended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT in relation to establishing a conprehensive study examni ning high-
way safety standards and necessary worker protection inprovenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The New York state departnment of transportation, in consul-
tation with the departnment of notor vehicles, the governor's traffic
safety conmittee, the thruway authority, and the division of state
police, is hereby authorized and directed to conduct a conprehensive
study of highway construction and nmai ntenance worker safety.

8§ 2. The departnent of transportation shall gather feedback on the
safety of highway construction and nmaintenance workers from a broad
range of stakeholders, including but not Iinmted to road and bridge
construction and maintenance workers, labor unions, road and bridge
construction contractors and their associations, project admnistrators,
and munici pal officials. The departnent of transportation shall hold at
| east three public hearings across the state to gather input from such
st akehol ders.

8 3. The results, findings, and recommendati ons of the study shall be
for study purposes only and shall not be considered binding upon the
executive or the legislature in any nanner.

8 4. The study required by this act shall include, but not be imted
to:

(a) an examination and review of the inpact of the current regulatory
framework and other neasures wused to inprove the safety of highway
construction and mai ntenance workers including, but not limted to, the
operation of photo speed violation nonitoring systens within work zones,
the wuse of a police presence at major active work zones as defined by
the comm ssioner of transportation, the highway construction and mai nte-
nance safety education program established pursuant to section 224-a of
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the vehicle and traffic law, the highway constructi on and mai nt enance
safety education fund established pursuant to section 99-n of the state
finance I aw, and any other applicable law, rule, or regulation;

(b) the identification of best practices in the road construction and
mai nt enance i ndustry relating to highway construction and nmaintenance
worker safety that could be inplenmented to inprove the safety of such
wor kers, including nmethods used in other states or countries;

(c) a review and analysis of studies, statistics, and data driven
anal ysis nodels relating to further inprovenents in highway construction
and mai nt enance worker safety and protection;

(d) a review and analysis of the feedback from stakehol ders gat hered
by the departnent of transportation pursuant to this act; and

(e) anticipated costs associated with inplenmenting new roadway safety
measures revi ewed as part of the study.

8 5. No later than one year after the effective date of this act, the
department of transportation shall submit a report of its findings and
recomendations to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate,
the minority | eader of the senate, the speaker of +the assenbly, the
mnority |leader of the assenbly, and the chairs and ranki ng nenbers of
the senate and assenbly transportation commttees. The report shal
al so be published on the departnent of transportation's public website.

8 6. For the purposes of this act, the term"labor union" shall mean a
bona fide |abor organization which has established itself, and/or its
affiliates, as the collective bargaining representative for persons who
performroad or bridge construction or mai ntenance worKk.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect inmediately.



