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STATE OF NEW YORK

8968- - A
Cal. No. 225

| N SENATE

January 21, 2026

Introduced by Sens. SCARCELLA- SPANTQN, ADDABBO, GALLI VAN, ROLI SON - -
read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Comittee on Veterans, Honeland Security and Mlitary Affairs --
reported favorably fromsaid conmttee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, anended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
veteran suicide nortality review board

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene law is anended by adding a new article
79-A to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 79-A
VETERAN SUI Cl DE MORTALI TY REVI EW BOARD
Section 79.51 Veteran suicide nortality review board; establishnent and
pur pose.
79. 53 Menbership.
79.55 Powers and duti es.
79. 57 Reporting.
79.59 Staffing and resources.
8§ 79.51 Veteran suicide nortality review board; establishment and
purpose..

1. There is hereby established within the office, in consultation with
the departnment of health and the departnent of veterans' services, a
veteran suicide nortality review board, hereinafter "the board".

2. The board is authorized to conduct a nultidisciplinary review of
sui ci de deaths anpng veterans and shall performthe foll ow ng tasks:

(a) identify trends and systemic factors contributing to veteran
sui ci de;

(b) assess gaps in services, access to care, and institutional prac-
tices;

(c) develop evidence-based recommendations for prevention and policy
i nprovenent ;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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d ronote collaboration anong relevant state | ocal and federa
agenci es; and

(e) identify initiatives or nake recommendations that would enhance or
build upon New York state's participation in federal veteran suicide
progranms, including the U S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration/VA Suicide Mrtality review franework and the Governor's
Challenge to Prevent Veteran Suicide.

3. As used in this article the term "veteran" shall have the sane
neaning as defined in subdivision ten of section six hundred seventy-
seven of the county | aw
8§ 79.53 Menbership.

1. The board shall be conposed of at least thirteen nenbers appointed
by the governor including the follow ng:

(a) the commi ssioner of health., or their designee;

(b) the conm ssioner of nental health. or their designee who shall be
the chair of the board

(c) the state conm ssioner of veterans' services, or their designee;

(d) two representatives of county nedical exam ners or coroners;

(e) one representative from the state conference of local nenta
hygi ene directors established under article forty-one of this chapter;

(f) tw licensed clinicians experienced in nental health and suicide
preventi on;

(g) two public health experts with experience in nortality review or
epi dem ol ogy; and

h) up to three additional nenbers with expertise in veterans' issues
community nental health, or suicide prevention.

2. Menbers shall serve for three year terns, and may serve until a
successor i s appointed.

3. Amajority of the nenbership of the board shall constitute a
quorum

4. VWien any nenber of the board fails to attend three consecutive

regul ar neetings, unless such absence is for good cause, that nenbership

may be deened vacant for purposes of the appointnent of a successor.
5. Meetings of the board shall be held at least twice a year but nay

be held nore frequently as deened necessary, subject to request of the
office.

6. Menbers of the board shall be indemified under section seventeen
of the public officers |aw

7. Menbers of the board shall not be conpensated for their partic-
ipation on the board but shall receive reinbursenent for their ordinary
and necessary expenses of participation.

8. Menbership on the board shall not disqualify any person from hol d-
ing any public office or enploynment.

8§ 79.55 Powers and duti es.

1. The board shall have the followi ng powers and duties:

(a) Case review of deaths by suicide of individuals identified as
veterans, including those recently separated frommnilitary service. In
addition to any other information collected pursuant to this article,
the board shall review conpleted forns received fromthe departnent of
veterans' services pursuant to subdivision thirty-five of section four
of the veterans' services law. The board shall assess the cause of
suicide, factors leading to suicide, and the preventability for each
sui cide death revi ewed.

(b) Coordination with federal and state partners, including U S.
Subst ance Abuse and Mental Health Services Admnistration (SAVHSA), the
U.S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs (VA), and other agencies involved in
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veteran suicide prevention. The conm ssioner is authorized to enter into
nenoranda of understanding with the federal governnent to facilitate
such cooperation including data sharing and access to relevant records,
including but not linted to VA records, provided that the conmm ssioner
shall ensure that such agreenents adequately protect the confidentiality
of veteran information consistent with state | aw

(c) Issue evidence-based reconmmendations for system inprovenents,
policy, and preventive interventions.

2. The conmissioner nmy request and shall receive upon request from
any departnent, division, board, bureau, commission, local health
departnents or other agency of the state or political subdivision there-
of or any public authority, such information, including but not limted
to death records, nmedical records, autopsy reports, toxicology reports,

hospital discharge records, and any other information that will help the
board under this section to properly carry out its functions, powers and
duties.

3. The commissioner shall receive and may solicit voluntary inform-
tion, including oral or witten statenments, relating to any veteran
suicide death or suicide attenpt fromany fanily nenber or other inter-
ested party, including the veteran in a case of suicide attenpt, relat-
ing to any case that nmay cone before the board. Oal statenents received
under this paragraph shall be transcribed or sunmarized in witing. The
conm ssioner shall transmit such infornmation to the board.

4. Before transmtting any infornmation to the board, the comm ssioner
shall renpbve all personally identifying information of the veteran
health care practitioner or practitioners, or anyone else individually
naned in such information, as well as the hospital or facility that
treated the veteran, if applicable, and any other information, such as
geographic location, that may inadvertently identify the veteran. prac-
titioner or facility. This subdivision shall not preclude the transmft-
ting of information to the board that is reasonably necessary to enable
the board to performan appropriate review under this section.

5. The commi ssioner and the board shall each keep confidential any
information collected or received under this article that includes
personally identifying infornation of the veteran, health care practi-
tioner or practitioners or anyone else individually nanmed in such infor-
mation, as well as the hospital or facility that treated the veteran, if
applicable, and any other information such as geographic |ocation that
may i nadvertently identify the veteran. practitioner or facility, and
shall use the infornation provided or received under this section solely
for the purposes of inprovenent of the quality of health care of veter-
ans and to prevent veteran suicide. This subdivision shall not preclude
the transmitting of information to the board that is reasonably neces-
sary to enable the board to performan appropriate review under this
section.

6. Al records received, neetings conducted, reports, except those
reports required to be issued by the board pursuant to this article, and
records nade and nmintained by the board. and all books and papers

obtained by the board shall be confidential and shall not be nade open
or available, including under article six of the public officers 1aw,

with access linmted only to board nenbers and those authorized in wit-
ing by the commi ssioner. Such information shall not be discoverable or
adnissible as evidence in any action in any court or before any other
tribunal, board, agency or person.

8 79.57 Reporting.
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1. No later than one year after its first neeting and each year ther-
eafter, the board shall submt an annual report to the governor, the
legislature, the conmissioner, the conmi ssioner of veterans' services
and the conmi ssioner of health summari zi ng:

(a) the board's activities including the nunber of veteran suicide
cases reviewed;

(b) the nunber of apparent veteran suicide deaths reported by coron-
ers, coroner's physicians or nedical exaniners pursuant to subdivision
ten of section six hundred seventy-seven of the county |aw

(c) trends in veteran suicides statewide, including at a nininum the
nost common net hods of sui ci de;

(d) systemc gaps or failures contributing to veteran suicide deaths:;
and

(e) denpgraphic infornation about veterans who die by suicide, includ-
ing age, sex, race or ethnicity, county of residence and to the extent
rel evant and practicable, infornation about mlitary service and nedical
history, including mlitary discharge status, tinme el apsed since date of
di scharge or release frommnilitary service and date of death, service on
federal or state active duty including the tine and place of such
service, eliqgibility for and/or use of VA health care services, and
physical or nental health conditions including service-connected disa-
bilities; and

(f) any other findings deened relevant by the board, as well as the
board's recommendations for policy, practice, and program.inprovenents
or best practices to contribute to the prevention of veteran suicide.

2. The report shall protect individual privacy, presenting only de-i-
dentified or aggregated data.

3. The report shall also be nmade publicly available on the websites of
the office, the departnment of health and the departnent of veterans
services.

8 79.59 Staffing and resources.

The office shall provide adm nistrative support, staffing, and anal yt-
ical capacity necessary for the board to fulfill its duties. The board
may also utilize existing federal or state funding, technical assist-
ance, and data systens, including those provided by U S. Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration and U S. Departnment of Veter-
ans Affairs prograns.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |aw. The veteran suicide nortality review board
establ i shed by section one of this act shall convene its first neeting
wi thin ninety days of such effective date.




