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STATE OF NEW YORK
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| N SENATE

January 16, 2026

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the domestic relations law, in relation to conpanion
ani mal s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph 15 of paragraph d of subdivision 5 of part B
of section 236 of the domestic relations |aw, as anmended by chapter 509
of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

(15) (i) in awarding the possession of a conpanion animal, the court
shall consider the best interest of such aninmal, including. but not
limted to:

(A) whet her the conpanion animal was acquired prior to or during the
narri age;

(B) the basic daily needs of the conpanion aninmal;

() the party who generally facilitates veterinary care for the
conpani on ani nal ;

(D) the party who generally provides the conpanion aninal with social
interaction;

(E) the party who generally ensures conpliance with state and | ocal
regul ati ons regarding the conpani on aninmal; and

(F) the party who provides the greater ability to financially support
the conpani on ani nal.

(ii) "Conpanion animal", as used in this subparagraph, shall have the
same nmeaning as in subdivision five of section three hundred fifty of
the agriculture and markets |aw, and

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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