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STATE OF NEW YORK

8910

| N SENATE

January 14, 2026

I ntroduced by Sen. BORRELLO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to increasing
penalties for reckless operation and unauthorized nodification of
el ectric personal nobility devices

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anended by adding a new
section 114-f to read as foll ows:

8§ 114-f. Electric skateboard. Every device weighing less than one
hundr ed pounds that:

(a) may have handl ebars, a fl oorboard designed to be stood upon by the
operator that is no npore than sixty inches |ong and ei ghteen inches
wide, and an electric notor;

(b) can be powered by an electric notor and/or human power;

(c) is designed to transport only one person at a tine; and

(d) has a maxi num speed of no nore than twenty-five niles per hour on
a paved |l evel surface when powered solely by the electric notor.

8§ 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by addi ng a new section
1809-f to read as foll ows:

8 1809-f. Increased penalties for reckless operation and unauthorized
nodification of electric personal npbility devices. 1. For purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Electric personal nobility device" shall nean an electric bicycle
with assist as defined in section one hundred two-c of this chapter, an
electric scooter as defined in section one hundred fourteen-e of this
chapter, a hoverboard, or an electric skateboard as defined in section
one hundred fourteen-f of this chapter.

(b) "Reckless operation" shall nean driving on sidewalks in a nmanner
that endangers pedestrians, ignoring traffic control devices such as
stop signs and traffic lights, operating against the flow of traffic,
and traveling at excessive speeds in pedestrian-heavy or school zones.
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(c) "lllegally nodified" shall nean the nodification of an electric
personal nobility device to exceed manufacturer set speed linmts or
bypass safety regul ations.

2. If an individual is found to have engaged in reckless operation of
an electric personal nobility device, a first offense shall result in a
fine of wup to two hundred fifty dollars and the conpletion of a safety
education course by the offender. A second offense commtted within two
years from the first offense shall result in a fine of up to five
hundred dollars and may also result in tenporary confiscation of the
electric personal nobility device used for a period of up to thirty
days. A third and subsequent offenses shall result in a fine of wup to
one thousand dollars, pernmanent confiscation of the electric persona
nobility device used and potential m sdeneanor charges if injury or
property dannge results from such reckl ess operation

3. Any individual who has been found to have illegally nodified an
electric personal nobility device shall be subject to a fine of up to
seven hundred fifty dollars, immediate confiscation of such electric
personal nobility device, and civil liability for any resulting harm An
individual nmay retrieve a confiscated device only after all fines are
paid, any civil liability is resolved, and the individual provides wit-
ten docunentation froma certified nechanic confirmng that the device
is scheduled for repair on a specific date and that the illegal nodifi-
cations wll be renoved. If the individual fails to conplete the

required nodifications on the date specified, they shall be subject to
an additional fine of up to one thousand dollars, permanent confiscation
of the electric personal nobility device, and a charge of reckless
endangernent in the second degree, classified as a class A ni sdeneanor.

4. local law enforcenent and traffic officers shall be authorized to
issue citations and confiscate devices as necessary in accordance with
the provisions of this section.

5. The departnent of transportation shall develop and distribute
public education materials on the safe and lawful operation of electric
personal nobility devices. Such materials shall include, but not be

limted to, <clear explanations of applicable traffic laws and |oca
ordi nances, gui dance on where and how such devices may be legally oper-
ated, such as bike lanes vs. sidewalks, infornmation on speed limts,
hel net use, and age restrictions, warnings about the dangers and |ega
conseqguences of reckless operation or illegal npdifications, and
instructions for reporting unsafe behavior or nmmlfunctioning devices.
Materials shall be nade available in nmultiple formats, including print,
digital, and on social nedia, and shall be distributed through schools,
conmmunity centers, and retail outlets that sell or rent electric nobili-
ty devices in the state of New York. The departnent of transportation
shall also collaborate with |ocal governnents and law enforcenent to
ensure consi stent nessagi ng and conmmunity outreach.
§ 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal

have becone a | aw.




