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STATE OF NEW YORK

8904

| N SENATE

January 14, 2026

Introduced by Sen. MAYER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law and the general nunicipal law, in
relation to certain |lease ternms for BOCES properties

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (a) of paragraph p of subdivision 4 of section
1950 of the education law, as amended by chapter 374 of +the Ilaws of
2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

(a) To rent suitable land, classroons, offices or buildings upon or in
which to nmaintain and conduct such cooperative educational services and
admi nistrative offices for a period not to exceed [t+en] twenty years for
| eases entered into with public [ertities] and |
eptered—nto—with] non-public entities and to inprove, alter, equip and
furnish such | and, classroons, offices or buildings in a suitable manner
for such purposes, provided that: (1) before executing any |ease, the
board shall adopt a resolution determ ning that such agreenent is in the
best financial interests of the supervisory district and stating the
basis of that determination; (2) the rental paynent shall not be nore
than the fair nmarket value as deternined by the board and provided to
the conmmissioner; (3) The board discloses any conflict of interest
pursuant to subparagraph (c) of this paragraph, or any other potenti al
or perceived conflict of interest, to the conm ssioner, and in the event
of a conflict of interest or a potential or perceived conflict of inter-
est, provides detail ed docunentation to the comni ssioner denonstrating
that the cost of the lease is not nore than fair market val ue; and (4)
upon the consent of the comm ssioner, renewal of such | ease nay be nmde
for a period of up to ten years. Nothing contained herein shall prevent
the board fromentering into a | ease agreenent which provides for the
cancel lation of the same by such board upon: (i) a substantial increase
or decrease in pupil enrollnment; or (ii) a substantial change in the
needs and requirenments of a board of cooperative educational services
with respect to facilities; or (iii) any other change which substanti al -
ly affects the needs or requirenents of a board of cooperative educa-
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tional services or the comunity in which it is |ocated. No | ease or
ot her contract for the occupancy of such land, classroons, offices or
buil dings shall be enforceable against the board of cooperative educa-
tional services unless and until the sane shall have been approved in
witing by the conmissioner. In the case of a lease longer than ten
years, the conmmssioner's witten approval nust include a finding that
the proposed | ease conplies with all requirenments of this paragraph and
woul d be nore cost-effective than a | ease of ten years or fewer.

§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1, and subdivisions 3 and 5 of
section 403-a of the education |aw, paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 as
anended and subdivision 5 as added by chapter 459 of the |aws of 1979
and subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 460 of the laws of 1979, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) The term of the |l ease shall not exceed ten years, except when such
| ease is established in accordance w th subparagraph (a) of paragraph p
of subdivision four of section nineteen hundred fifty of this chapter,
such lease termshall not exceed twenty years.

3. The board of education or trustees of a school district are hereby
authorized to |l ease real property upon such terms and conditions as the
board of education or trustees may deem appropriate to any person, part-
nership or corporation such board of education or trustees shall have
determ ned who will provide the npbst benefit to the school district for
periods not to exceed ten years, provided however that property |eased
in accordance with subparagraph (a) of paragraph p of subdivision four
of section nineteen hundred fifty of this chapter may exceed a period of
ten years. Such |eases may also be renewed for a period of up to ten
years upon the consent of the conmi ssioner.

5. Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of paragraph (b) of subdivision one
hereof the board of education or trustees of a school district are here-
by authorized to enter into a |lease agreenent in accordance with the
provisions of this section for a period in excess of ten years subject,
however, to voter approval by referendum Provided however, |eases
established in accordance wi th subparagraph (a) of paragraph p of subdi-
vision four of section nineteen hundred fifty of this chapter may exceed
a period of ten years without voter approval by referendum such |eases
shall not exceed a period of twenty years.

8 3. Subdivision (a) of section 72-h of the general nunicipal |aw, as
anended by chapter 562 of the laws of 1990, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) Notwi thstandi ng any provision of any general, special or local |aw
or of any charter, the supervisors of a county, the town board of a
town, the board of trustees of a village, the board of fire comm ssion-
ers of afire district, the board of estimate of a city, or if there be
none the | ocal |egislative body of such city, and, ina city having a
popul ation of one million or nore, the mayor, subject to disapproval by
the council within thirty days following receipt of notice of the
approval of the mayor, may sell, transfer or |lease to or exchange with
any muni ci pal corporation or nunicipal corporations, school district,
board of cooperative educational services, fire district, the state of
New York, or the governnent of the United States and any agency or
departnent thereof, either w thout consideration or for such consider-
ation and upon such ternms and conditions as shall be approved by such
officer or body, any real property owned by such county, town, village
fire district or city; and any nunicipal corporation or fire district
may acquire or |ease such real property as provided in this section. The
term of any lease entered into pursuant to the provisions of this
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section shall not exceed ten years [but—noething], unless the lease is
established in accordance with subparagraph (a) of paragraph p of subdi-
vision four of section nineteen hundred fifty of the education law in
whi ch case, such |ease termshall not exceed twenty years. Nothing here-
in contained shall prevent the renewal of any such | ease.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
t he anmendnments to subparagraph (a) of paragraph p of subdivision 4 of
section 1950 of the education | aw nmade by section one of this act shal
not affect the expiration of such subparagraph and shall be deened to
expire therewith




