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STATE OF NEW YORK

8873

| N SENATE

January 13, 2026

Introduced by Sen. RHOADS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to amend the penal law, in relation to enacting the "first
responders assault prevention act™

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "first responders assault prevention act".

8 2. Section 120.08 of the penal |aw, as amended by chapter 476 of the
| aws of 2018, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 120.08 Assault on a peace officer, police officer, firefighter or
energency nedi cal services professional.

A person is guilty of assault on a peace officer, police officer,
firefighter or enmergency medi cal services professional when, with intent
to prevent a peace officer, police officer, a firefighter, including a
firefighter acting as a paranedic or energency nedical technician adm n-
istering first aid in the course of performance of duty as such fire-
fighter, or an energency nedical service paranmedi c or energency nedical
service technician, fromperformng a lawful duty, [he—e+—she] such
person causes serious physical injury to such peace officer, police
officer, firefighter, paramedic or technician.

Assault on a peace officer, police officer, firefighter or energency
medi cal services professional is a class [€ B felony.

8§ 3. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 1 of section 70.02 of the
penal | aw, paragraph (a) as anmended by chapter 23 of the laws of 2024
and paragraph (b) as anmended by chapter 94 of the | aws of 2020, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) dass B violent felony offenses: an attenpt to commit the class
A-1 felonies of nmurder in the second degree as defined in section
125. 25, kidnapping in the first degree as defined in section 135.25, and
arson in the first degree as defined in section 150.20; mansl aughter in
the first degree as defined in section 125.20, aggravated mansl aught er
in the first degree as defined in section 125.22, rape in the first
degree as defined in section 130.35, a crinme fornerly defined in section
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130. 50, aggravated sexual abuse in the first degree as defined in
section 130.70, course of sexual conduct against a child in the first
degree as defined in section 130.75, assault in the first degree as
defined in section 120.10, kidnapping in the second degree as defined in
section 135.20, burglary in the first degree as defined in section
140. 30, arson in the second degree as defined in section 150.15, robbery
inthe first degree as defined in section 160.15, sex trafficking as
defined in paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision five of section 230. 34,
sex trafficking of a child as defined in section 230.34-a, incest in the
first degree as defined in section 255.27, crimnal possession of a
weapon in the first degree as defined in section 265.04, crimnal use of
a firearmin the first degree as defined in section 265.09, crimnal
sale of a firearm in the first degree as defined in section 265.13,
aggravat ed assault upon a police officer or a peace officer as defined
in section 120.11, gang assault in the first degree as defined in
section 120.07, assault on a peace officer, police officer, firefighter
or energency nedical services professional as defined in section 120.08,
intimdating a victim or wtness in the first degree as defined in
section 215.17, hindering prosecution of terrorismin the first degree
as defined in section 490.35, crimnal possession of a chem cal weapon
or biological weapon in the second degree as defined in section 490.40,
and crimnal use of a chem cal weapon or biological weapon in the third
degree as defined in section 490.47.

(b) dass Cviolent felony offenses: an attenpt to commt any of the
class B felonies set forth in paragraph (a) of this subdivision; aggra-
vated crimnally negligent hom cide as defined in section 125.11, aggra-
vat ed mansl aughter in the second degree as defined in section 125.21,
aggravated sexual abuse in the second degree as defined in section
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assault on a Judge as deflned in sectlon 120 09 gang assault in t he
second degree as defined in section 120.06, strangulation in the first
degree as defined in section 121. 13, aggravated strangul ati on as defined
in section 121.13-a, burglary in the second degree as defined in section
140. 25, robbery in the second degree as defined in section 160.10, crim
i nal possession of a weapon in the second degree as defined in section
265.03, crimnal wuse of a firearmin the second degree as defined in
section 265.08, crimnal sale of a firearm in the second degree as
defined in section 265.12, crimnal sale of a firearmwth the aid of a
m nor as defined in section 265.14, aggravated crimnal possession of a
weapon as defined in section 265.19, soliciting or providing support for
an act of terrorismin the first degree as defined in section 490. 15,
hi ndering prosecution of terrorismin the second degree as defined in
section 490.30, and crimnal possession of a chenical weapon or biol og-
i cal weapon in the third degree as defined in section 490. 37.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw




