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STATE OF NEW YORK

8630--C

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Decenber 22, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. MAY, GOUNARDES, KAVANAGH, LIU, MYRIE, RCLISON, SALA-
ZAR, STAVI SKY, SUTTON, ZELLNER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rules -- reconmitted
to the Comm ttee on Education in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8
-- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended
and recommitted to said conmittee -- comittee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmitted to said commt-
tee -- conmttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "freedom
to read act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "freedomto read act".

8§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 414-a to
read as foll ows:

8 414-a. School library materials. 1. (a) Each board of education
shall adopt a witten policy for the reconsideration of school library
materials and shall nmake such policy available on the school district's
website. Such policy shall include at a mninum but shall not be
limted to:

(i) procedures for how conplaints regarding library materials nmay be
subm tted;

(ii) atineline for the review of a challenged library material;

(iii) provisions for the creation of a reconsideration commttee to
review conplaints regarding school library materials;

(iv) procedures outlining the review process for a challenged library
material, consistent with the requirenents of this section;

(v) procedures for renpving or restricting library materials follow ng
a final decision by the board of education that such library naterials

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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should be renoved or restricted to certain grade |evels, including but
not limtedto atineline for inplenenting the renpval or restriction
reconmmendation of a reconsideration committee; and

(vi) procedures for providing notice to an aggrieved party of the
right to appeal to the board of education following a recomendation
nmade by a reconsideration commttee, and of the right to appeal to the
conm ssioner pursuant to section three hundred ten of this chapter
following a decision of the board of education.

b i Each reconsideration conmmittee established pursuant to para-
graph (a) of this subdivision shall be conposed of at |east one of each
of the followi ng nenbers, and each such nenber shall be affiliated with
the relevant school district: (1) a certified librarian or library
nedia specialist; (2) a teacher; (3) a school admnistrator; (4) a
parent or guardian of a current student in such district; and (5) where
possible, a student currently enrolled in such district, unless such
district does not operate a high school

ii) Each reconsideration commttee shall issue a witten reconmenda-
tion in accordance with the policy adopted pursuant to paragraph (a) of
this subdivision

(iii) A reconsideration comittee nmay be a standing committee at the
discretion of the school district.

(c) Al recommendations of a reconsideration conmmittee shall follow
the school district's witten policies adopted pursuant to paragraph (a)
of this subdivision.

2. (a) No library material shall be renpved or restricted based solely
on di sagreenent with the ideas, viewpoints, or identities represented in
such library material or because of the identities of such library mate-
rial's author, subject, or characters.

(b) Any library material subject to review by a reconsideration
conmttee shall remnin available to reserve, check out, or access pend-
ing a recommendation by such reconsideration conmmittee and any appeal of
the sane.

3. No library nedia specialist or other school enployee shall face
disciplinary action for selecting, retaining, or reconmending library
materials in reasonable reliance on the school district's adopted poli-
cies. Such requirenent shall not linmt the superintendent's or board of
education's general supervisory authority over enployees, provided such
supervision is not based on disagreenent with the viewpoints in nmateri -
al s.

4. The conmi ssioner, in consultation wth the state librarian and
ot her stakeholders, shall pronulgate any regul ations necessary for the
inplenentation of this section and shall devel op one or nore nodel poli-
cies for use by school districts and school library systens. Such requ-
lations shall be limted to carrying out the provisions of this section
and shall not prescribe or require specific outcones in individua
reconsideration decisions nade by boards of education. Such reqgul ations
and nodel policies shall be consistent with and shall not dininish or
narrow the protections established by this section. Mdel policies

devel oped pursuant to this subdivision shall be advisory in nature and

may be adopted, in whole or in part, or adapted by school districts
consistent with this section.
5. (a) School library systens, as established pursuant to section two

hundred eighty-two of this chapter, shall support school districts in
inplenenting this section, including assistance in adopting policies or
tailoring nodel policies consistent wth this section and providing

continuing education and professional devel opnent to school librarians,
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adm nistrators, and district leaders regarding statutory obligations

governing school library nmaterials.
(b) School library systens nay provide guidance, training, or profes-
sional devel opnment to assist school districts and school per sonnel in

inplenmenting this section, consistent with existing prograns, resources,
and of ferings.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Decenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately,
the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation neces-
sary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




