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STATE OF NEW YORK

8630--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Decenber 22, 2025

I ntroduced by Sens. MAY, GOUNARDES, MYRIE, ROLI SON, SALAZAR, STAVI SKY --
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to
the Conmittee on Rules -- recomritted to the Conmttee on Education in
accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmt-
tee -- conmttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "freedom
to read act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and rmay be cited as
the "freedomto read act".

8§ 2. The education |law is anmended by adding a new section 414-a to
read as foll ows:

8 414-a. School library materials. 1. (a) Each board of education
shall adopt a witten policy for the reconsideration of school Ilibrary
materials and shall neke such policy available on the school district's
website. Such policy shall include at a mninum but shall not be
limted to:

(i) procedures for how conplaints regarding library naterials my be
subm tted;

(ii) atineline for the review of a challenged library material;

(iii) provisions for the creation of a reconsideration comrmittee to
review conplaints regarding school library materials;

(iv) procedures outlining the review process for a challenged library
material, consistent with the requirenents of this section;

(v) procedures for renpving or restricting library materials follow ng
a final decision that such library materials should be renpved or
restricted to certain grade levels, including but not linited to a tine-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD14305- 09- 6



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

S. 8630--B 2

line for inplenenting the renpval or restriction decision of a reconsid-
eration commttee; and

(vi) procedures for providing notice to an aggrieved party of the
right to appeal to the board of education followi ng a decision nmade by a
reconsideration conmttee, and of the right to appeal to the comm ssion-
er pursuant to section three hundred ten of this chapter following a
deci sion of the board of education.

b i Each reconsideration conm ttee established pursuant to para-
raph (a) of this subdivision shall be conposed of at |east one of each
of the followi ng nenbers, and each such nenber shall be affiliated with
the relevant school district: (1) a certified librarian or library
nedia specialist; (2) a teacher; (3) a school administrator; (4) a
parent or guardian of a current student in such district; and (5) a
student currently enrolled in such district.

(ii) Fach reconsideration comnttee shall issue a witten recomenda-
tion in accordance with the policy adopted pursuant to paragraph (a of
this subdivision

(iii) A reconsideration conmttee may be a standing comrittee at the
discretion of the school district.

(iv) Menbers of a reconsideration conmttee shall be annual |y
appointed by the board of education.

(c) Al decisions of a reconsideration commttee shall follow the
school district's witten policies adopted pursuant to paragraph (a) of
this subdivision

2. (a) No library material shall be renpved or restricted based solely
on di sagreenent with the ideas, viewpoints, or identities represented in
such library material or because of the identities of such library mate-
rial's author, subject, or characters.

(b) Any library material subject to review by a reconsideration
conmttee shall renmnin available to reserve, check out, or access pend-
ing a decision by such reconsideration commttee and any appeal of the
sane.

3. No library nedia specialist or other school enployee shall face
disciplinary action for selecting, retaining, or reconmending library
materials in reasonable reliance on the school district's adopted poli-
cies. Such requirenent shall not linmt the superintendent's or board of
education's general supervisory authority over enployees, provided such
supervision is not based on disagreenent with the viewpoints in nmateri -
al s.

4. The conmi ssioner, in consultation wth the state librarian and
ot her stakeholders, shall pronulgate any regul ations necessary for the
inplenentation of this section and shall devel op one or nore nodel poli-
cies for use by school districts and school library systens. Such requ-
lations shall be limted to carrying out the provisions of this section
and shall not prescribe or require specific outcones in individua
reconsideration decisions. Such reqgulations and nodel policies shall be
consistent with and shall not dininish or narrow the protections estab-
lished by this section. Mdel policies developed pursuant to this subdi -

vision shall be advisory in nature and may be adopted. in whole or in
part, or adapted by school districts consistent with this section.
5. (a) School library systens, as established pursuant to section two

hundred eighty-two of this chapter, shall support school districts in
inplenenting this section, including assistance in adopting policies or
tailoring nodel policies consistent wth this section and providing
continuing education and professional devel opnent to school [librarians,
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adm nistrators, and district leaders regarding statutory obligations

governing school library nmaterials.
(b) School library systens nay provide guidance, training, or profes-
sional devel opnment to assist school districts and school per sonnel in

inplenmenting this section, consistent with existing prograns, resources,
and of ferings.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a |aw. Effective imediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




