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| N SENATE

Decenber 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. GONZALEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to the trustees
of the power authority of the state of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "public power denocracy act".

§ 2. Section 1003 of the public authorities |aw, as anmended by chapter
766 of the laws of 2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 1003. Trustees. 1. The authority shall consist of [sewen] seventeen
trustees, five of whom shall serve respectively for terns of one, two,
three, four and five years, to be appointed by the governor, by and with
the advice and consent of the senate. The sixth and seventh trustees
shal | be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent
of the senate, and shall serve initial terns of one and two years
respectively. O the trustees appointed by the governor, one shall be a
bona fide expert in public finance, one shall be a bona fide expert in
consuner _advocacy, and one shall be a bona fide expert in environnental
justice. Five trustees shall be appointed by the tenporary president of
the senate, of which one shall be a representative of a bona fide |abor
organi zation that represents workers engaged in a collective bargaining
agreenent with the authority or its subsidiaries, and one shall be a
representative of a bona fide |abor organization that represents workers
enployed by an organization engaged in a power purchase agreenent with
the authority. Five trustees shall be appointed by the speaker of the
assenbly, of which one shall be a bona fide expert in renewable energy
siting, and one shall be a bona fide expert in building electrification
Each trustee shall hold office until a successor has been appointed and
qualified or until renoved by a majority vote of the legislature or the
governor. Furthernore, the New York state energy research and devel op-
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ment authority and the office of renewable energy siting and electric
transm ssion shall each be allowed to appoint one non-voting nenber.
2. At the expiration of the term of each trustee and of each succeed-

thereof], or the event of a vacancy occurring in the offlce of the trus-

tee by death, resignation or otherwise, the original entities who
appointed that trustee shall appoint a successor who shall hold office
for the wunexpired term A majority of the appointed voting trustees
shall constitute a quorumfor the purpose of organizing the authority
and conducting the business thereof. Any authority trustee or board
nmenber nmay be terminated by either a majority vote of the senate or
assenbly, or by the governor. Reasons for termnation may include, but
are not limted to: failure to neet the renewable energy targets;
conflicts of interest; failure to prioritize climate justice, environ-
nmental justice, or economic justice in the authority's operations; sexu-
al assault or harassnent; or corruption.

3. The trustee chosen as [ehai+rman] chair as provided in section one
thousand four of this title, shall receive an annual sal ary which shal
be set by the trustees of the authority, and which shall not exceed the
salary prescribed for the positions listed in paragraph (f) of subdivi-
sion one of section one hundred sixty-nine of the executive Ilaw Each
other trustee shall not receive a salary or other conpensation. Each
trustee shall receive [his—o+—he+r] their reasonable expenses in the
performance of [his—er—her—duties—hereunder] their duties pursuant to
this section. The trustee chosen as [e&hai+mar] chair may el ect to becone
a nmenber of the New York state and | ocal enpl oyees' retirenment system on
the basis of such conpensation to which [ he—e+—she] such chair shall be
entitled as herein provided notw thstanding the provisions of any gener-
al, special or local law, nmunicipal charter, or ordinance.

8§ 3. Section 1004 of the public authorities |aw, as anmended by chapter
506 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 1004. Oficers and enployees; expenses. The trustees shall choose
fromanong their own nunber a [ehai+rman] chair and [w-ece-echai+ran] vice-
chair. The terns for chair and vice-chair shall be twd years. They

shall select such officers and enployees, including a chief executive
offlcer mhose app0|ntnent shaII be subject to conflrnatlon by the senate

ter], and such englneerlng narketlng and Iegal offlcers and enployees
as they my require for the performance of their duties and shal
prescribe the duties and conpensati on of each officer and enpl oyee. They
shal | adopt by-laws and rules and regulations suitable to the purposes
of this title. As long as and to the extent that the authority is
dependent upon appropriations for the paynent of its expenses, it shall
incur no obligations for salary, office or other expenses prior to the
maki ng of appropriations adequate to neet the sane.
8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



