OCOO~NOUIRAWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

8553

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Cct ober 27, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to reporting on food
security trends

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that follow ng
the enactnent of the National Nutrition Monitoring and Rel ated Research
Act of 1990, the Economic Research Service (ERS) of the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) began issuing an annual food insecurity
report. ERS s annual report collects and anal yzes data gathered fromthe
Census Bureau of the United States Departnent of Conmmerce through its
annual Current Popul ation Survey (CPS)-Food Security Supplement (FSS)
The annual FSS survey asks about food security, food spending, and the
use of federal and community nutrition assistance progranms. Using the
CPS-FSS data on households in the United States, including in New York,
ERS has consistently reported on national and state-level househol d food
i nsecurity and provi ded detail ed docunmentation and data files for public
use. Nonet hel ess, as of Septenmber 2025, the USDA announced that ERS wil|
no | onger issue the annual food insecurity report.

The legislature additionally finds that some New York househol ds expe-
rience food insecurity at times during the year due to | ack of noney and
ot her resources. According to the Food Insufficiency Data Brief rel eased
by the NY Health Foundation on March 31, 2025, "The food insufficiency
rate in New York State is 10.4% which is higher than it was during the
early days of the pandemic in 2020 (10.2% ." New York households often
|l ook to the Supplenental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, al so known
as "food stanps") when facing food insecurity, however, the |atest
federal budget bill (H R 1) makes deep cuts to SNAP which are expected
to significantly increase the nunber of New Yorkers experiencing food
insecurity. In light of these circunstances, information on food securi-
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ty trends is now nore inportant than ever to help the New York | egisl a-
ture and ot her stakehol ders better understand hunger trends and nake
decisions for investing taxpayer dollars as efficiently and effectively
as possi bl e.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 201 of the public health law is amended
by adding a new paragraph (z) to read as foll ows:

(z) include as part of the departnent's annual participation in the
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System the U S. Househol d Food
Security Survey Mdule: Six-ltem Short Form Economic Research Service,
developed by the United States departnent of agriculture, and publicly
report annually the results of such survey nmodule broken down to the
county level on the public website of the departnent.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




