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STATE OF NEW YORK

8511

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Sept eber 24, 2025

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to background
checks for applicants for volunteer or paid firefighters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraphs (xvi) and (xvii) of paragraph (d) of subdivi-
sion 1 of section 160.57 of the crimnal procedure |aw, as added by
chapter 631 of the laws of 2023, are anended and a new subparagraph
(xviii) is added to read as foll ows:

(xvi) the state education departnent for the purposes of investigating
pr of essi onal m sconduct as defined in subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a)
of subdivision five of section sixty-five hundred nine of the education

| aw, consideration of restoration of a professional l|icense pursuant to
section sixty-five hundred eleven of the education |law, or determ -
nations for issuing a license to practice a profession or issuing

certificates and privileges for which prior licensure is required, for
t he professions under articles one hundred thirty-one, one hundred
[ thirty—one-b] thirty-one-B, one hundred thirty-two, one hundred thir-
ty-three, one hundred thirty-four, one hundred thirty-five, one hundred
thirty-six, one hundred thirty-seven, one hundred thirty-nine, one
hundred forty, one hundred forty-one, one hundred forty-three, one
hundred forty-four, one hundred forty-five, one hundred forty-seven, one
hundred forty-nine, one hundred fifty-three, one hundred fifty-four, one
hundred fifty-five, one hundred fifty-six, one hundred fifty-seven, one
hundred fifty-nine, one hundred sixty, one hundred sixty-two, one
hundred si xty-three, one hundred sixty-four, and one hundred sixty-seven
as such professions are defined in title eight of the education |aw,
provided that the state education departnment certifies to the division
of crimnal justice services that it is investigating an individua
licensed to practice a profession pursuant to article one hundred thirty
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of the education |aw for professional m sconduct as defined in paragraph
(a) of subdivision five of section sixty-five hundred nine of the educa-
tion | aw, considering restoration of a professional |icense pursuant to
section sixty-five hundred eleven of the education law, or naking a
determ nation for issuing a license to practice a profession or issuing
certificates and privileges for which prior licensure is required as
appropriate. Provided, further, that the board of regents may consider
any prior conviction that formed the basis of a determination of the
board of regents in a disciplinary proceeding pursuant to section
sixty-five hundred ten of the education |aw and the rules and regu-
| ati ons pronul gated pursuant thereto in an application for reconsider-
ation, even if such conviction |later becones sealed pursuant to this
section; [and]

(xvii) the office of nental health and the office for people wth
devel oprental disabilities, where such agencies are statutorily author-
ized to receive such information, provided further, that such informa-
tion may also be nmade avail able for case review under section 10.05 of
the nmental hygiene |law, as well as to providers |licensed, funded, desig-
nated, certified or otherwi se authorized by the office of nental health
or the office for people with developnental disabilities, where such
information is included in the clinical record of any person under the
care of or receiving services fromsuch provider or prograni-]; _and

(xviii) any prospective enployer of a volunteer firefighter or paid
firefighter, in relation to an application for enploynent as a vol unteer
firefighter or paid firefighter, provided, however, that every person
who is an applicant shall be furnished wth a copy of all records
obt ai ned under this subparagraph and afforded an opportunity to nmake an
expl anation thereto.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




