OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

8501

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Sept ember 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to allowi ng school
districts to opt out of observing any state-designated cultural or
religious holiday

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3604 of the education law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 8-c to read as foll ows:

8-c. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, school districts may
opt out of observing any state-designated cultural or religious holiday
when | ess than ten percent of the school popul ation observes such state-
designated cultural or religious holiday. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, school districts should nake reasonabl e acconmodati ons
for those students participating in a state-designated cultural or reli-
gious holiday, when such state-designated cultural or religious holiday
is not officially observed district-wide pursuant to this subdivision
This subdivision does not apply when any cultural or religious holiday
is designated by the federal governnent. School districts may not el ect
to opt out of any cultural or religious holiday designated by the feder-
al _governnent, for the purposes of this subdivision

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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