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STATE OF NEW YORK

8472

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

August 6, 2025

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to requiring biannual certification of cooling towers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 28-317.5 of the adm nistrative code of the city of
New York, as anended by section 3 of part A of local |aw nunber 126 of
the city of New York for the year 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 28-317.5 [Anmndal] Biannual certification. The owner or operator of a
cooling tower shall file [an—arnual] a biannual certification that such
cooling tower was inspected, tested, cleaned and disinfected in conpli -
ance with section 17-194.1 of [the—admnistrative—eode] this chapter and
the rules of the departnent of health and nental hygiene, and that a
mai nt enance program and plan has been developed and inplenmented as
requi red by such section. Such biannual certification shall be submtted
[ by—Nevenber—i+st] in January and July of each year, or by [a—date]
dates otherwise specified in the rules of the department. [Cersecutive

i i i -] The
departnent of health and nental hygi ene shall send an el ectronic ren nd-
er to each owner or operator of a cooling tower at |east 30 days before
[ sueh] each certification submi ssion deadline. Such electronic rem nder
shall include alink to the website where such [eertification] certif-
ications may be submitted.

8§ 2. Subdivision e, paragraph 1 of subdivision h, subparagraph (i) of
paragraph 2 of subdivision i and the openi ng paragraph of subdivision |
of section 17-194.1 of the adninistrative code of the city of New York,
subdi vision e and subparagraph (i) of paragraph 2 of subdivision i as
added by local |aw nunber 77 of the city of New York for the year 2015,
paragraph 1 of subdivision h as anended by |ocal |aw nunber 76 of the
city of New York for the year 2019, and the openi ng paragraph of subdi-
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vision | as added by l|local |aw nunber 78 of the city of New York for the
year 2019, are anended to read as follows:

e. Mninmum requirenents for inspections and testing. At a nini num
cooling towers, other than cooling towers whose use has been pernanently
di scontinued and for which a notice of such discontinuation has been
sent to the departnent of buildings, shall be inspected and tested at
| east as frequently as every [three—wmrths] week during periods of the
year such cooling towers are in use

1. Each inspection shall include an evaluation of the cooling tower
and associ ated equi pnent for the presence of organic material, biofilm
al gae and ot her visible contam nants.

2. (a) Each inspection shall include a test for the presence of

m crobes in the water of the cooling tower. The departnment shall by rule
establish (i) the targets and acceptable nethods of mcrobial testing
and laboratory analysis, (ii) the levels of mcrobes in cooling towers
that are indicative of a maintenance deficiency requiring mitigation,
including but not I|imted to nmaintenance to prevent potential health
risks, and (iii) the levels of microbes in cooling towers that present a
serious health threat and require i mmedi ate action and reporting.

[(2>] (b) Wiere the results of any such test indicate |evels of
m crobes that are indicative of a maintenance deficiency requiring mti-

gation, including but not |limted to maintenance to prevent potenti al
health risks, the owner of the building that has such cooling tower
shall, within [48] 24 hours after such owner knows or reasonably shoul d

know of such results, clean and disinfect the cooling tower in accord-
ance with the rules of the departnent.

[(83] (c) Wiere the results of any such test indicate |evels of
m crobes that present a serious health threat, the owner of the building
that has such cooling tower shall, within [24] 12 hours after such owner
knows or reasonably should know of such results, (i) notify the depart-
ment and (ii) clean and disinfect the cooling tower, including an addi-
tional application of biocide, in accordance with the rules of the
depart nent.

1. An owner shall keep and maintain records of all inspections and
tests perforned pursuant to this section for at |east [t+h+ee] ten years.
An owner shall maintain a copy of the nmmintenance program and plan
required by subdivision c of this section on the prenises where a cool -
ing tower is |located. Such records and plan shall be nade available to
the departnent i medi ately upon request.

(i) Any owner of a building who violates any provision of this section
or any of the rules pronul gated thereunder shall be liable for a civil
penalty of not nore than [$2-000] $2,500 for a first violation, and not
nore than [$5-0088] $7,000 for a second or subsequent violation, except
that such owner shall be liable for a penalty of not nore than [ $40-6809]
$12,500 for any violation that is acconpanied by or results in a fatali-
ty or serious injury.

The commi ssioner, in consultation with the departnment of buildings,
shall submt a report to the mayor and the speaker of the city counci
on or before May 15 each year [wnit—May—15—2025], reporting on the
following information for the prior year

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.



