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STATE OF NEW YORK

8347

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 4, 2025

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to providing infor-
mati on on the supplenental nutrition assistance programto students at
institutions of higher education

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "SNAP for
students act".

8§ 2. The social services law is anmended by adding a new section 95-b
to read as foll ows:

8 95-b. SNAP for students. 1. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "SNAP" neans the supplenental nutrition assistance program as
defined in section 3(t) of the federal Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7
US. C 2012 (t)).

(b) "Institution of higher education" neans any institution of higher
education, recognized and approved by the regents of the university of
the state of New York or accredited by a nationally recognized accredit-
ing agency or association accepted as such by the regents of the univer-
sity of the state of New York, which provides a course of study | eading
to the granting of a post-secondary degree, certificate or diplom

(c) "Student" neans a person who is enrolled at least half-tine in an
institution of higher education. The nunber of hours required to be
deened as enrolled at least half-tine in an institution of higher educa-
tion enrollnent shall be determned by the institution of higher educa-
tion in which such person is enrolled.

2. Creation of informational materials. (a) The office shall create
informational materials regarding student eligibility for SNAP benefits,
whi ch shall be updated at |east annually; provided, however, that the

office shall update the informational materials as needed if there are
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changes to the eligibility requirenents or application process for SNAP
benefits before the annual update of such naterials.

(b) The informational materials created pursuant to paragraph (a) of
this subdivision shall be nmade available on the office's website and on
each local social services office's website.

(c) The informational materials created pursuant to paragraph (a) of
this subdivision shall be nmade available in English, Spanish, and any
other language that is required by law or that the office deens appro-
priate.

(d) The informational materials shall include, but need not be linted
to, information on:

(i) the application process and nethods of applying for SNAP benefits:;

(ii) eligibility requirenents for students to qualify for SNAP bene-
fits;

(iii) howto re-apply for SNAP benefits;

(iv) sources of assistance for students applying for SNAP benefits or
who have questions about SNAP, including but not limted to the contact
information for local social services offices and contact information
for any and all organizations that aid individuals with SNAP applica-
tions;

(v) information about prograns associated with SNAP, including but not
limted to Doubl eUp, SNAP-Ed. and SNAP to Market

(vi) a list of stores in the state that allow using SNAP benefits
online; and

(vii) nmethods of contacting the office regarding SNAP benefits and
other SNAP related inquiries.

3. Distribution of informational materials. (a) The office, in coordi-
nation with the state education departnent, shall distribute, at mni-
num digital versions of the informational materials to every institu-
tion of higher education in the state.

(b) The office shall have the authority to establish and conduct an
outreach programto informstudents attending institutions of higher
educati on about SNAP and ot her sources of aid for conbating food insecu-
rity. The office shall have the authority to consult and coll aborate
with any state departnent, agency., office, division, conmni ssion, author-
ity or other entity as the office deens appropriate or necessary for the
pur poses of carrying out the requirenents of this section.

(c) Every institution of higher education in the state shall be
required to notify each student of such institution of such student's
potential eligibility for SNAP benefits. Such notification shall be

provided at least annually and through electronic neans; provided,
however, that every institution of higher education shall be authorized
to conduct additional outreach and provide additional eligibility
notifications as deened necessary by the institution to conply with the
requirenents of this section. The notification provided to students
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, be specific to New York state
and shall provide contact information for the local social services
office where an application for SNAP benefits nay be subnitted.

(d) The New York state higher education services corporation shal
notify all students that applied for tuition assistance program awards
that they may be eligible for SNAP benefits. Such notification shall be
provided at |east annually and through el ectronic neans.

(e) Al notifications provided through electronic neans regarding
potential student eligibility for SNAP benefits shall include, but need
not be limted to:
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i) the informational naterials created pursuant to subdivision two of
this section;

(ii) information on where and how to apply for SNAP benefits;

(iii) information on obtaining assistance with the application proc-
ess; and

(iv) information on where to go for nore information.

4. Annual reports. The office shall submt an annual report to the
governor and the legislature which shall be nade available to the public
on the office's website and which shall include, but need not be limted
to:

(a) the nunmber of students that applied for SNAP benefits;

(b) the nunber of students that applied for SNAP benefits and were
found to be eligible for such benefits;

(c) the nunber of students that received SNAP benefits;

(d) the nunber of institutions of higher education that notified
students of potential eligibility for SNAP benefits:;

(e) alist of all institutions of higher education in the state, indi-
cating which institutions conplied with the requirenents of this
section; and

(f) an assessnent of the effectiveness of this section in notifying
students of potential eligibility for SNAP benefits.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately,
the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




