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STATE OF NEW YORK

8232

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 27, 2025

Introduced by Sen. STEWART-COUSINS -- read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anmend chapter 123 of the laws of 1945 incorporating the vol un-
teer and exenpt firenmen's benevol ent association of Thornwood, New
York, in relation to the purposes of the volunteer and exenpt fire-
fighters' benevol ent association of Thor nwood, New Yor k

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 123 of the laws of 1945 incorporating
the volunteer and exenpt firemen's benevol ent association of Thornwood,
New York is anended to read as foll ows:

Section 1. A corporation by the name of "Volunteer and Exenpt [F—+e—
wen—s| Firefighters' Benevol ent Association of Thornwood, New York" is
hereby created. It shall be conposed of such active nenbers of the
Thornwood fire departnent and such exenpt volunteer [H+enen] firefight-
ers, as defined in section [twe—-hurdred] 200 of the general nunicipal
I aw or _any other applicable |aw, who have acquired such status by virtue
of having rendered service in any conpany in the Thornwood fire depart-
ment[~] as shall .

(a) notify the secretary of their conpany, in witing, prior to the
organi zation nmeeting of the corporation created by this act, which neet-
ing is hereinafter provided for, of their desire to beconme nenbers, or

(b) attend such organi zation neeting or an adjournnent thereof, or

(c) notify the secretary of such corporation, in witing, within sixty
days after [his] such firefighter's election, of their desire to becone
nmenbers thereof, and al so such other of the active volunteer |[#H+enen]
firefighters aforesaid, or of those who may hereafter becone active
menbers of the aforesaid Thornwood fire departnent, or who may hereafter
becone exenpt volunteer [H+ewnen] firefighters, as defined in section
[ two—huhdred] 200 of the general nunicipal law or any other applicable
law, by virtue of having rendered service in any conpany of said depart-
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ment, as nay becone nenbers of such corporation pursuant to the
provisions of its by-laws. Any active nenber of any of said conpanies
who shall cease to be a nenber thereof wthout having acquired the
status of an exenpt volunteer [H+eman] firefighter shall automatically
be dropped from nenbership in such corporation. The purposes of such
corporation shall be [the]: to provide relief, aid and assistance [ef]
to the nenbers [thereot—and—their—Famties-] of such corporation who are
di sabl ed or indi gent [ —anrd—+the—prorption—ot] or injured in the perform
ance of their duties, and their famlies: to pronote and safeguard the
wel fare of the vol unteer [#H+e—servece—tn—the—territory—protected—by
sueh—departrent] nenbers of the corporation, and their famlies; to

nmaintain a suitable headquarters for the nmenbers of such corporation; to
provide for the health and safety of the volunteer nenbers of such
corporation; and to enhance the norale of the volunteer nenbers of such
corporation by providing for the social and recreational wellbeing of
the volunteer nenbers of the corporation., and the pronption of the
volunteer fire service within the territory protected by the Thornwood
fire departnent.

Such corporation shall have all the powers of a nenbership corpo-
ration, and the provisions of lawrelating to nenbership corporations
shall apply to such corporation, except where they conflict with the

provi sions of this act.

The presidents, or other presiding officers, of the conpanies of said
departnent shall <call a neeting for the organization of such corpo-
ration, to be held not later than sixty days after this act takes
effect, notice of which shall be given by posting a notice thereof in
five conspicuous places within the territory protected by such conpani es
and al so by publication thereof in one or nore newspapers having genera
circulation in such territory, such posting and publishing to take pl ace
at |least ten days prior to the date of such neeting. At such neeting, or
an adj ournment thereof, the nenbers of such corporation present shal
adopt by-laws and elect officers to serve until the first annual neet-
i ng, which shall be held on a date to be fixed by the by-I|aws.

Any nmenber failing to conmply with the by-laws, rules or regulations
duly adopted by such corporation shall be subject to expulsion in such
manner as rmay be provided for in such by-laws. Any nenber who ceases to
be such, wvoluntarily or otherw se, shall forfeit all interest in the
property of such corporation

8§ 2. Section 3 of chapter 123 of the laws of 1945 incorporating the
vol unteer and exenpt firenmen's benevol ent association of Thornwood, New
York is amended to read as foll ows:

8 3. Such corporation shall collect and there shall be paid to it all
tax which is inposed by section [#Hve—-hundrediifty-—three] 9104 of the
i nsurance law, for fire departnent use and benefit, upon premuns for
i nsurance against loss or danage by fire covering property situated
within the territory inmediately protected by the aforesaid departnent
and conpanies thereof, and within any duly organized territory in which
any or all of such conmpanies is or may hereafter be obligated to render
protection. The officer of said corporation designated by its by-laws to
collect and receive the aforesaid tax shall have the sane powers as
provided by law for the treasurer of a fire department with respect to
such collection and receipt. Such corporation shall also be entitled to
receive a share of the tax inposed by section [L+¥€—haﬁd¢@d——#+¥%y—#9wﬂ
9105 of the insurance | aw based upon the business witten in the terri-
tory with respect to which it is entitled to collect and receive the tax

under section [Hve-hurded—iifty-three] 9104 of the insurance |aw. Such
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taxes shall only be used [f{fe+—the—care—andreliefof disabled—or—indi—
} | ies] by the corporation
in furtherance of its purposes set forth in section one of this act.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect i mediately; provided however, that
section two of this act shall apply to taxes due on preniuns received on
and after January 1, 2026.




