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STATE OF NEW YORK

8052

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. JACKSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Civil Service and Pensions

AN ACT to anmend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
providing a disability presunption to nenbers of public retirenent
systens

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The retirement and social security law is anmended by adding
a new section 810 to read as foll ows:

8§ 810. Disability presunption. Notw thstanding any other law, rule or
regulation to the contrary, a nenber of a public retirenent system as
defined by subdivision a of section eight hundred of this article who
has been determi ned to have a permanent partial disability by the work-
ers' conpensation board of the state of New York, or who the United
States social security administration has deternmined is disabled for
substantial gainful activity, and approved for social security disabili-
ty benefits, shall be deened to be disabled for the purposes of eligi-
bility for disability benefits of such public retirenment system

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill would add a section 810 to the Retirenent and Soci al Securi -
ty Law that woul d deem any menber determined to have a permanent partia
disability by the New York State Wrkers' Conpensation Board, or deter-
m ned to be disabled for substantial gainful activity and eligible for
Social Security Disability benefits by the United States Social Security
Admi nistration, to be eligible for disability benefits fromthe New York
State Teachers' Retirenment System (NYSTRS). Current statute, section
605 of the Retirenent and Social Security Law, requires that a nenber be
physically or nmentally incapacitated for the performance of gainful
enploynent to qualify for a disability benefit. The statute enmpowers
NYSTRS to make that determi nation and to that end NYSTRS has a Medical

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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Board of board-certified physicians that neets nonthly to revi ew di sa-
bility applications and nedical files.

The overall <cost of this bill cannot be readily determ ned as the
ultimate nunber of disability retirenments granted under this definition
cannot be determined at this tine.

The average cost per individual nenber inpacted is estimted as
fol | ows:

Menmber Disability Benefit

Age

30 $260, 000 (4.3 tines sal ary)
40 $320,000 (4.0 tines salary)
50 $380, 000 (3.6 tines salary)

The actual cost per menber would depend on the nenber's age, tier
years of service and salary. The costs above are determ ned based on
averages, so the actual cost for a nenber could be higher or |ower.

Menber data is fromthe System s nbst recent actuarial valuation files
as of June 30, 2024, consisting of data provided by the enployers to the
Retirement System The npst recent data distributions and statistics can
be found in the System s Annual Report for fiscal year ended June 30,
2024. System assets are as reported in the Systenis financial statenents
and can also be found in the Systenmls Annual Report. Actuarial assunp-
tions and nethods will be provided in the Systenis Actuarial Valuation
Report as of June 30, 2024.

The source of this estimate is Fiscal Note 2025-20 dated April 30,
2025 prepared by the Ofice of the Actuary of the New York State Teach-
ers' Retirenment System and is intended for use only during the 2025
Legi slative Session. I, Richard A Young, amthe Chief Actuary for the
New York State Teachers' Retirenent System | ama nenber of the Aneri-
can Acadeny of Actuaries and | neet the Qualification Standards of the
Anerican Acadeny of Actuaries to render the actuarial opinion contained
her ei n.



