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STATE OF NEW YORK

8049

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the civil rights |aw, the general municipal |law and the
adm ni strative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring
uni versal |l y accessi bl e playgrounds in New York city and state parks

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The civil rights lawis anmended by addi ng a new section
79-r to read as foll ows:
8 79-r. Universally accessible playground equipnment. 1. Pursuant to

section forty of this chapter, all playgrounds in state parks shall be
uni versally accessible. To the extent practicable, such accessible play-
ground equi pnent shall be incorporated into the layout of the existing
pl ayground or proposed playground pl an.

2. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Disability" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section two
hundred ninety-two of the executive | aw

(b) "Universally accessible" shall nean that children wth disabili-
ties can wuse their typical neans of nobility to access a m ni hrum of
seventy percent of play activities.

8 2. The general nunicipal law is anended by adding a new section 248
to read as foll ows:

8§ 248. Universally accessible playground equipnent. 1. Al rmunicipa
pl aygrounds and nei ghborhood recreation centers shall be universally
accessible. To the extent practicable, such accessible playground equip-
ment shall be incorporated into the |ayout of the existing playground or
proposed pl ayground pl an.

2. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll owi nhg neani ngs:
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(a) "Disability" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section two
hundred ninety-two of the executive | aw

(b) "Universally accessible" shall nean that children with disabili-
ties can use their typical neans of npbility to access a mninmm of
seventy percent of play activities.

8§ 3. The adnmnistrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 18-166 to read as foll ows:

8§ 18-166 Universally accessible playground equipnent. 1. Al play-
grounds in New York city parks shall be universally accessible. To the
extent practicable, such accessible playground equi pnent shall be incor-
porated into the |ayout of the existing playground or proposed play-
ground pl an.

2. For the purposes of this section., the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Disability" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section two
hundred ninety-two of the executive |aw.

(b) "Universally accessible" shall nean that children wth disabili-
ties can use their typical neans of nobility to access a mini num of
seventy percent of play activities.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.




