O©CoOO~NOUIA~AWNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

8008

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 15, 2025

Introduced by Sen. COONEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to encouraging school
districts to prioritize civic organizations which encourage conmunity
for students in allow ng outside groups to use school facilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 414 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. local boards which grant access to school facilities by externa
organi zations shall give priority in the use of such facilities to any
youth group listed in title 36 of the United States code as a patriotic
society, including but not limted to Scouting Anerica, fornerly known
as Boy Scouts of Anerica, and its affiliated New York groups and coun-
cils, and the Grl Scouts of the United States of Anerica and its affil-
iated New York groups and councils, in order to facilitate access for
students to participate in activities provided by these groups at tines
outside of the school day for the purpose of encouraging civic educa-
tion.

§ 2. Section 2503 of the education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 8-a to read as foll ows:

8-a. Local boards which grant access to school facilities by externa

organi zations shall give priority in the use of such facilities to any
youth group listed intitle 36 of the United States code as a patriotic
society, including but not linmted to Scouting Anerica, fornmerly known

as Boy Scouts of Anerica, and its affiliated New York groups and coun-
cils, and the Grl Scouts of the United States of Anerica and its affil-
iated New York groups and councils, in order to facilitate access for
students to participate in activities provided by these groups at tines
outside of the school day for the purpose of encouraging civic educa-
tion.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 3. Section 2554 of the education lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 6-a to read as foll ows:

6-a. local boards which grant access to school facilities by externa
organi zations shall give priority in the use of such facilities to any
youth group listed in title 36 of the United States code as a patriotic
society, including but not limted to Scouting Anerica, fornerly known
as Boy Scouts of Anerica, and its affiliated New York groups and coun-
cils, and the Grl Scouts of the United States of Anerica and its affil-
iated New York groups and councils, in order to facilitate access for
students to participate in activities provided by these groups at tines
outside of the school day for the purpose of encouraging civic educa-
tion.

8 4. Paragraph (a-1) of subdivision 3 of section 2853 of the education
| aw i s anended by addi ng a new subparagraph (iii) to read as foll ows:

(iii) Charter schools which grant access to school facilities by
external organizations shall give priority in the use of such facilities
to any youth group listed in title 36 of the United States code as a
patriotic society, including but not Jlinmted to Scouting Anerica,
fornerly known as Boy Scouts of Anerica, and its affiliated New York
groups and councils, and the Grl Scouts of the United States of Anerica
and its affiliated New York groups and councils, in order to facilitate
access for students to participate in activities provided by these
groups at tines outside of the school day for the purpose of encouraging
civic education.

§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




