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STATE OF NEW YORK

7894

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 13, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SALAZAR -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
master of social work paid field work pilot program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is anended by adding a new section
7.49 to read as fol |l ows:
8§ 7.49 Master of social work paid field work pilot program

(a) The office shall establish and adnm nister a master of social work
paid field work pilot programto provide stipends, within appropriations
therefor, to students who are enrolled in a master of social work
program of study at a programregistered by the departnent of education
and accredited by the Council of Social Wrk Education, or deternined by
the departnent of education to be the substantial equivalent of such a
program _and who are required to performservices as part of the field
wor k conponent of such program

(b) Commencing with the fall two thousand twenty-five senester, the
pilot program shall provide stipends for field work during the first
four hundred fifty hours of field work for students conpleting a
required field work conponent as part of their course of study in a
naster of social work program of study.

(1) Such pilot programshall be available to all students who

(i) are enrolled in a master of social work program of study at a
program reqgistered by the departnent of education and accredited by the
Council of Social Wrk Education, or determined by the departnent of
education to be the substantial equivalent of such a program and who
are required to performservices as part of the field work conponent of
such program and

(ii) performtheir field work in New York state.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(2) Students who are eligible for this pilot programshall receive a
stipend of four thousand five hundred dollars, at a rate of ten dollars
per hour, while conpleting their first four hundred fifty hours of field
work as part of their required field work conponent. Such stipend shal
be distributed nonthly and shall automatically renew annually until
either the student conpletes four hundred fifty hours of field work or
the end of the spring senester in tw thousand twenty-nine, whichever
occurs first. Students who receive such funding shall agree to work in
New York state in a social work capacity for one year upon graduating.

(i) Students who receive funding of four thousand five hundred dollars
or nore relating to the conpletion of such field work from any other
source, including, but not limted to, grants, scholarships, fellow
ships, or work-based placenents, shall be ineligible for a stipend
pursuant to this program

(ii) Students who receive funding of |less than four thousand five
hundred dollars relating to the conpletion of such field work from any
other source, including, but not Jlimted to, grants, scholarships,
fellowships, or work-based placenents shall be eligible for a stipend
for the difference between their existing funding and four thousand five
hundred doll ars.

(c) The office shall provide infornmational materials about the pil ot
program to schools in the state who offer a naster of social work
program of study that are registered by the departnent of education and
accredited by the Council of Social Wrk Education, or determ ned by the
departnment of education to be the substantial equivalent of such a
program Such schools shall conduct a public awareness canpaign inform
ing students and prospective students that their first four hundred
fifty hours of required field work in a nmaster of social work program of
study will be conpensated. Monies for the public awareness canpaign
shall not be deducted from npnies designated for student interns pursu-
ant to this section.

(d) The office shall collect data annually and nmake such data public
on their website to assess:

(1) changes in the nunber of licensed naster social worker applica-
tions during the pilot program conpared to before the pilot program

(2) statewide enrollnent trends in master of social work prograns
during the pilot program conpared to before the pilot program

(3) changes in denographics of students enrolled in naster of social
work prograns, including age, race, socioeconom c status, gender identi-
ty, sexual orientation, ability, geographic, religion, representation,
and any other denpgraphic factor that the office deens rel evant;

(4) changes in nmaster of social work prograns' retention, attrition,
dropout rates, and degree conferral rates. For the purposes of this
par agr aph:

(i) "retention rate" neans the nunber of students who continue enroll-
nent in their program between specified terns;

(ii) "attrition rate" neans the nunber of students who | eave enroll-
nent between specified points in tine;

(iii) "dropout rate" neans the nunber of students who discontinue
their master of social work programw thout earning a degree; and

(iv) "degree conferral rate" neans the nunber of students who conplete
their master of social work program

(5) the inpact on matriculation rates and enrol |l nent status;

(6) the inpact on student debt by evaluating how stipend funding
affected master of social work student debt |evels;
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(7) the inpact field work funding has on social work wages and work-
force retention after graduation;

(8) the inpact on field wrk sites by assessing how funding stipends
influenced field work sites' ability to provide services to clients and
conmuni ties;

(9) inpacts on students' nental, enotional. physical and financi al
heal t h;

(10) cost-benefit analysis of field work funding relative to services
provided and preventative neasures inplenented, which shall include, but
is not limted to, the econom c value of services perforned by interns
(e.qg.., based on market rates for sinmlar services);

(11) the inpact field work funding has on |l ocal econom es and econonic
devel opnent ; and

(12) any other netric or area of study the office deens rel evant.

(e) The office shall conduct a study and produce a report on the effi-
cacy of the pilot program based on the data collected pursuant to subdi-
vision (d) of this section and shall subnit such report to the governor
and the legislature, and be made public, no later than Decenber first,
two thousand twenty-nine. Such report shall include reconmendations on
how to expand the pilot programto increase the nunber of social workers
in the state, inprove representation in the field of social work, mti-
gate student debt and inprove | abor conditions for social workers upon

graduation..
(f) Amounts nmde available to the naster of social work paid field

work pilot programshall be subject to annual appropriations therefor.
Such appropriations shall be adjusted each fiscal year to provide fund-
ing to students enrolled in a qualifying master of social work program
pursuant to this section and to reflect the variance between current
enrol l ment nunbers for master of social work prograns and enrollnent in
the previous fiscal year.

§ 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2025. Effective i mmediately,
the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




