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7850

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 9, 2025

Introduced by Sen. SCARCELLA- SPANTON -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Veterans, Hone-
land Security and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to amend the mlitary law, in relation to the i ssuance of a New
York State Cold War Conmenorative Meda

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1-f of section 247 of the nmilitary |law, as
added by chapter 610 of the laws of 2023, is renunbered 1-g and a new
subdivision 1-h is added to read as foll ows:

1-h. The governor is hereby authorized to present in the nane of the
legislature of the state of New York, a nmedal, to be known as the "New
Yor k State Col d War Commenorative Medal", bearing a suitable
inscription, to any person: (i) who is a resident of the state of New
York: or who was a resident of the state of New York while serving in
the arnmed forces of the United States; (ii) who served in the United
States Arned Forces, during the period from Septenber second, nineteen
hundred forty-five through Decenber twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred nine-
ty-one; and (iii) who was discharged under honorable conditions or who
has a qualifying condition, as defined in section one of the veterans
services law, and received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorable discharge, or is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in
section one of the veterans' services law, and received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable discharge. No person shal
receive nore than one New York State Cold War Conmenprative Medal. In
the event of the death of any eligible person prior to the receipt of
such comrenorative nedal, such comrenprative nedal shall be presented to
the designated representative of the deceased. The adjutant general, in
consultation with the commssioner of the departnment of veterans
services, shall nake such rules and regulations as may be deened neces-
sary for the proper presentation and distribution of such nedals,
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including the eligibility of Cold War veterans who have already received
the Cold WAr certificate pursuant to subdivision one-b of this section.

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 247 of the mlitary law, as separately
anended by chapters 609 and 610 of the | aws of 2023, is anended to read
as follows:

4. This section shall not be construed to require that a recipient of
t he conspi cuous service cross, the conspicuous service star, the Cold
War Certificate, the New York State Silver Rose Veterans Service Certif-
icate, the New York State Iraqg War Commenorati ve Medal, the New York
State Afghani stan War Commenorative Medal, the New York State Cold War
Commenorative Medal or the New York State Vietnam War Commenorative
Medal or the New York State Korean War Commenorative Medal has been a
resident of the state of New York at the tinme of [his—e+her] such
recipient's entry into the United States arny, air force, navy, or
mari ne corps.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have become a law. The division of mlitary
and naval affairs is authorized to pronulgate any and all rules and
regul ati ons and take any other measures necessary to inplement the
provisions of this act on its effective date on or before such date.




