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Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anmendnent to article 4 of the constitution, inrelation to
the line of succession to the office of the governor

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That section 5 of arti-
cle 4 of the constitution be amended to read as foll ows:

8 5. In case of the renoval of the governor fromoffice or of [his—o+
her] the governor's death or resignation, the |ieutenant-governor shal
becone governor for the renmai nder of the term

In case the governor-elect shall decline to serve or shall die, the
| i eut enant - governor-el ect shall becone governor for the full term

In case the governor is inpeached] —s—absent—fromthe—siate] or is
[ etherwise] unable to discharge the powers and duties of the office of
governor, the |lieutenant-governor shall act as governor until the
[ Frabity—shall—cease] governor is acquitted or becones able or until
the termof the governor shall expire.

In case of the failure of the governor-elect to take the oath of
office at the commencenent of [his—e+—he+r] such governor-elect's term
the |ieutenant-governor-elect shall act as governor until the governor
shall take the oath

The legislature shall by law provide for the cases wherein (1) both
the governor-elect and the |ieutenant-governor-elect shall decline to
serve, die, be ineligible for office or be unable to take the oath of
office at the commencenent of the term (2) the lieutenant-governor-e-
| ect alone shall be ineligible for office or unable to take the oath of
office at the commencenent of the term and (3) the election fails to
produce a result.

§ 2. Resolved (if the Assenmbly concur), That section 6 of article 4 of
the constitution be anended to read as foll ows:

8 6. The lieutenant-governor shall possess the sane qualifications of
eligibility for office as the governor. The |ieutenant-governor shall be

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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the president of the senate but shall have only a casting vote therein.
The |ieut enant-governor shall receive [{fe+—his—or—her—serwces] an annu-
al salary to be fixed by joint resolution of the senate and assenbly.

In case of vacancy in the offices of both governor and |ieutenant-gov-

ernor, a governor and Ilieutenant-governor shall be elected for the
remai nder of the termat the next general election happening not |ess
than three nonths after both offices shall have becone vacant. No

el ection of a lieutenant-governor shall be had in any event except at
the time of electing a governor.

In case of vacancy in the offices of both governor and |ieutenant-gov-
ernor or if both of themshall be inpeached] —absert—d+romthe—state] or
[ etherwi-se] unable to discharge the powers and duties of the office of
governor, the tenporary president of the senate shall act as governor
[ vptit—the—rabitity—shall—cease—or] until a new governor shall be
elected, or until the governor or lieutenant-governor is acquitted or
becones abl e.

In case of vacancy in the office of |ieutenant-governor alone, or if
the |ieutenant-governor shall be inpeached] —absent—f+omithe—siate] or
[ etherwise] unable to discharge the powers and duties of office, the
temporary president of the senate shall performall the powers and
duties of |ieutenant-governor during such vacancy or inability, except
the tenporary president of the senate shall not have a casting vote

If, when the duty of acting as governor devol ves upon the tenporary
president of the senate, there be a vacancy in such office or the tenpo-
rary president of the senate shall be [absent—f+romthe—state—or—other—
wi-se] unable to discharge the powers and duties of the office of gover-
nor, the speaker of the assenmbly shall act as governor |[éduwing—such
#aeaney] until a new governor shall be elected, or [#rRabi4y] until the
governor or |ieutenant-governor is acquitted or becones able.

Whenever the tenporary president of the senate or the speaker of the
assenbly shall act as governor, that officer shall be required to vacate
that officer's seat in the legislature and the tenporary president of
the senate or speaker of the assenbly position and shall remain eligible
to act as governor following resignation. Notw thstanding the foregoing,
if the tenporary president of the senate or the speaker of the assenbly
shall act as governor when the governor or |ieutenant-governor is under
i npeachnent or unable, the tenporary president of the senate or speaker
of the assenbly shall not be required to vacate that officer's seat in
the legislature and the tenporary president of the senate or speaker of
the assenbly position until they have served as acting governor for
sixty consecutive days. However, while serving as acting governor during
such sixty-day period, that officer shall not be pernmitted to discharge
any powers and duties of that officer's seat in the legislature or any
powers and duties of the tenporary president of the senate or speaker of
the assenbly position. The tenporary president of the senate or speaker
of the assenbly may decline to act as governor, making them unable to
act as governor.

The legislature [#&y] shall provide for the devolution of the duty of
acting as governor in [any—ease—hot]|] beyond the cases provided for in
this article. A line of succession provided by the |egislature shal
consist of either statewide elected officers, nenbers of the leqgisla-
ture, or heads of executive departnents who have been confirnmed by the
senate to lead their departnents, or a conbination thereof. |If the duty

of acting as governor devolves upon any official in a line of succession

provided by the |leqgislature, such official shall act as governor until a
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new governor shall be elected, or until the governor or |ieutenant-gov-
ernor is acquitted or becones able.

Before serving as acting governor, an official shall take an oath or
affirmation to faithfully discharge the powers and duties of the office
of governor. Failure to take such oath or affirnmation shall neke an
official unable to act as governor.

If an official acts as governor under this section., the official shal
di scharge all the powers and duties of the office of governor as if the

official had been el ected governor.

8 3. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoing amendnent
be referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeedi ng general election of nmenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformity with section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the tinme of such el ection.



